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PREF‘ACE.

1n offering this ook to the ]!(n}-]t m(l Chureh of God, the writer, while
freely ac Kunow! fedging his indebtedness for many of its best lmm"‘hh 1o
friends of the t.nm_ is awwre of hix inability to do justice o the great
subjects presented. I they are of any value, their importance should cover
the lm|u1fulmm of the .IL','LII':: used in their dissemination.  And may
God in his infinite love, cause that the hook may accomplish the work of
leading the Churel into the truth conee runing the Bible plan of Redemp
tiem, ;l.rul the Harvest of the Gospel Age.
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TIIE TIHREE WORLDS

and plan of redemption,

A fourth world, or a fourth heaven, is nowhere named in the
Bible or associated with the past, present, orfuture, of man; but
three heavens and three earths, are distinetly mentioned. And
in order to understand the langnage of Seripture, these three
worlds must be recognized.—Not the heaven, earth, and hell, of
the catechism; but the world that was before the flood; “this
present evil world;” and “the world to come.” And all that
God has revealed of man or his destiny, is associated with one
or more of these worlds. And they follow cach other; that is,
no two exist at one and the same time; hence the Bible is a pro-
gressive science.

If the above is true, the whole of Revelation, when properly
haundled, will arrange itself into one grand system. And the de-
tails, instead of being a confused mass of facts, commandments,
and promises, will prove susceptible of perfect organization, ev-
ery part taking its true place.

If one would but admit the truth of the above, and it is sus-
tained from Genesis to Revelation, much of the obscurity con-
nected with the plan of salvation would vanish; and Aarmony
exist among the many apparently conflicting texts of Scripture.

Iiach of these three worlds is spoken of in 2 Peter 3rd, as a
distinet “ heavens and earth:” “The heavens were of old, and
the earth, standing out of the water, and in the water; whereby
the world that then was being overflowed with water, perished,
but the heavens and earth which are now [clearly spoken of as
distinet from the former] by the same word, are kept in store un-
(o fire. . .. Nevertheless, we, according to his promise, look for
a new heaven and a new carth whercin dwelleth righteousness™
(vers, 5-13).  Notwithstanding these varions worlds ave saiid 1o
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“perish,” or “pass away,” this planet is the basis of all three;
passing away meaning nothing more than a change of dispensa-
tion; as is proven, not only by the facts connected with the flood,
but also by positive Seripture testimony. At the flood the wa-
ters rose until the hills were covered, and then the mountains;
and when the waters subsided, the tops of the mountains and the
hills appeared again.  And even the trees were not uprooted, for
if they hiad been floating on the water the dove could have found
rest for the sole of her feet.  And when sent out the second time
-she returned bearing an olive leaf, plucked off, “so Noah knew
that the waters were abated from off the earth,” If the olive
tree had been floating, the plucked-off leaf would have been no
sign of the waters having abated. Thus it appears there was
little or no change of the earth, or heavens, but simply a great
destruction of life.  And yet the language, taken literally, would
imply a total annihilation of both heavens and earth; and the
one ‘““that now is,” is mentioned as anot/ier heavens and earth,
which, in turn, is to “ pass away,” not with a great flood, but with
“a great noise.” And yet the general teaching of Scripture is
that the “ passing away ” of this present heavens and earth, is
only a change of dispensation, attended with great national de-
struction. “Thou, Lord, in the beginning hast laid the founda-
tion of the earth, and the heavens are the works of thy hands.
They shall perish, but thou remainest; they all shall wax old as
doth a garment, and as a vesture shalt thou fold them up, and
they shall be changed; but thou art the same, and thy years shall
not fail” (IIeb. 1: 10).

This is in harmouy with Ps, 03: 1, “The world is established
that it cannot be moved.” “While the earth remaincth, sced-
time and harvest, cold and heat, summer and winter, and day and
night shall not cease;” and “the carth abideth forever.” ~And
¢« the righteous shall inherit the land, and dwell therein forever,”

The former dispensation was called “the old world » (2 Peter
2: 5). And this, “the world that now is;” and that which is to
follow, “the new heavens and new carth;” or “world to con{r,n”

The order of succession may be illustrated to the eye, thus;

World that now is.

........ World to come,

Wt Milleagial \ dges
There are also three subdivisions of the world that now is, viz,

World that was.
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the Patriarchal age, reaching from the flood to the death of Ja-
cob; the Jewish age, reaching to the death of Christ; and the
Gospel age, reaching to the first resurrection, and end of this
world. Then follows “ages to come” (Ephe. 2: 7)); the first of
which is the millennial age; or rather the age of conquest, for in
it Christ is to “ reign until he has subdued all enemies; and death
is the last enemy that shall be conquered” (1 Cor, 15: 26).

In the world that was before the flood, man was without law
or national government; and the result was utter corruption. In
the world that now is, a system of gradual development has ob-
tained. Under the patriarchal age a people were called out; af-
ter which, “the law was a schoolmaster to bring us to Christ.”
Then the gospel was given that the “seed,” with the Great Cap-
tain of our salvation, “might be made perfect through suffering.”

The ¢Sced,” means one complete Christ; in other words, the
head and body; “Te saith not, and to secds, as of many; but
as of one, Am{ to thy Seed, which i3 Christ” (Gal. 3: ]G%. “And
if ye be Christ’s then are e Abraham’s sced [not seeds], and
heirs according to the promise” (ver. 29). Thus the object and
work of the gospel is to perfect this “seed,” those who are to
take the name of Christ, and become one with him. And this
agrees with Acts 15: 143 “ Simeon hath declared how God at the
first did visit the Gentiles, to take out of them a people for his
name.” And this is the sole object of the gospel to the Gen-
tiles; not to convert the world, that work belongs to the millen-
nial age, but to perfect the second Adam and the second Eve,
Christ and his wife. And the millennial age is introduced by
the marriage of the Lamb; “ Let us be glad and rejoice, and give
lionor to him; for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife
hath made herself ready” (Rev. 19: 7).

This world ends with the second coming of Christ and the res-
urrection of this “seed;” just this number who make up the body
of Christ, “Christ, the first fruits, afterwards they that arc
Christ’s, at his coming.” And then it is, the work of the salva-
tion of the world begins.

All that was lostin Adam, is to be restored in the second Ad-
am. And this “restitution of all things,” begins only at the sec-
ond advent: “Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your
sins may be blotted out, when the times of refreshing shall come
from the presence of the Lord, and he shall send Jesus Christ,
which before was preached unto you; whom the heaven must re-
ceive until the times of restitution of all things;which God hath
spoken by the mouth of all his holy prophets since the world be-
gan” (Acts 3:19-21).

A restitution of all things, must include a resvrreetion of the
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whole human family; and as the resurrection does not commence
until the end of this gospel age; and does not end until “the
thousand years are finished;” therefore the restitution belongs,
not to the gospel, but to the millennial age, and world to conie.
And it is there we get our reward; “There is no man that hath
left house, or parents, for the kingdom of God, who shall not re-
ceive many fold more in this time, and in the world to come, life
everlasting ™ (Luke 18: 30).

The kingdom of God belongs to the worlid to come, and is n
spiritunl kingdom; and those who inherit it are to be spiritual be-
ings.  Christ, its head, was “put to death in the flesh, but quick-
ened by the Spirit.”  Aud the apostle affirms, “ Though we have
known Christ after the flesh, henceforth know we him nomore.”
And of the dead in Christ, it is said, they are “sown anat-
ural [or animal] body; raised a spiritual body. There is an an-
imal body, and there is a spiritual body. And so it is written,
the first man Adam was made a living animal; [soul, in this text
means person |, the last Adam a quickening spirit. Ilowbeit that
was not first which is spiritual, but that which is animal; and af-
terwards that which is spiritual.  The first man is of the earth
earthy; the second man, the Lord from heaven. . . . Now this I
say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of
- God” (1 Cor. 15: 44-50). " A spiritual body does not mean asoul
without a body. Ilence, in the state of death, man hasno body;
for it is only at the resurrection we get a spiritual body. And
in 1 Cor. 15, PPaul elaims that if there be no resurrection ““then
they which are fallen asleep in Christ are perished.” ¢But some
will say, How are the dead raised up ? and with what bodies do
they come”? Then he goes on to show that the dead in Christ
are raised a spiritial body.

Although the kingdom of God is a spiritual kingdom, it is to
be set up on this earth; and we are taught to pray, “Thy king-
dom come.” In the second of Daniel, four great empires, Bab-
ylon, Medo-Persia, Grecia, and Rome, are brought to view; and
the fourth was to be divided into ten parts, represented by the
ten toes of the image. These ten divisions of the Roman em-
pire now exist as France, Germany, Austria, Switzerland, Eng-
land, Spain, Portugal, Lombardy, Romania, and Raveuna, The
last three, being “the three plucked up” by the papacy. And
when “thestone ” smites the image, itis on “the feet and toes;”
viz. the divisions of the empire.  And the explanation given, is
that “ In the daysof these [ten] kings shall the God of heaven
set up a kingdom that shall never be destroyed, and it [that is
this kingdom of God| shall break in pieces and consume all these
Einerdome nnd i sl Dstand Forever” (Dan, 20 44), And in llev.
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11: 15, under the sounding of the seventh trumpet, the kingdoms
of this world become the kingdoms of our Lord. And in Dan.
7: 14, “One like the Son of man came in the clouds of heaven,
and there was given him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom,
that all peoples, nations, and languages, should serve him.”

Here 18 positive proof that this kingdom of God is not set up,
nor given to Christ, until the end of this world, when 1le comes
in the clouds of heaven. And ITe himself says “My kingdom
is not of this world.”

The kingdom of God being a spiritual kingdom; and those who
are to inherit it having spiritual bodies; when set up, it will be
distinet and scparate {from the kingdoms of this world. Under
the seventh trumpet, the kingdoms of this world are not said to
become the kingdom of our Lord; but the kingdoms, in the plu-
ral.  “TFlesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nei-
ther doeth corruption inherit incorruption,” Itis the kingdom of
God, set up “in the days of these kings,” which is to conquer and
bring the kingdoms of earth into subjection, until * all peoples,
nations, and languages, shall serve him,” “and his will be done
on earth, as it is in heaven,” and not the gospel of the kingdom.

This subjugation of the nationsis also aflirmed in Rev. 17: 14;
“These [ten kings] shall make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb
shall overcome them: for he is Lord of lords, and King of kings:
and they that are with him are called, and chosen, and faithful.”
And in Rev. 19: 19, it reads, “I saw the heast, and the kings of
the earth and their armies, gathered together to make war against
him that sat upon the horse, and against his army,” Whatever
the nature of this “ war;” it is certainly opposition by the kings
of the earth towards Christ and those who are with him. And
in no way can such language be construed so as to mean gospel
conversion, unless being cast “alive into a lake of fire,” means
conversion, It is only “the beast, and false prophet,” however,
who are cast into the lake of fire,

It will be remembered that God has promised the kingdoms
of this world to Christ; *“ Ask of Mc, and I shall give thee the
heathen for thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the
carth for thy possession; and thou shalt break them with a rod of
iron; thou shalt dash them in pieces like a potter’s vessel ” (Ps,
2: 8). 'This certainly does not look like the mild sway of the
gospel.  And in Rev. 11: 15-18, we learn that when the king-
doms of this world become the kingdoms of our Lord, “ The na-
tions.were angry, and thy wrath is come.” And in chapter 2:
26, 27, the same promise is made by Christ, to his people, to be
fulfilled at the end; “ITo that overcometh, and keepeth my works
unto the end, to him will I give power over the nations; and he
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shall rule them with a rod of iron, and as the vessel of a potter
shall they be broken to shivers; even asIreceived of my Father.”
This is not gospel conversion, else Ile is simply promising his
bride that ilg.-:lzc is faithful to the end, sheshall be permitted to
rule over and dash herself in pieces. Nor is it the burning of the
world, as some suppose; for in that case they would not rule over
them at all. InILuke 19: 11-27, Christ supports the same idea,
that the reigning and the gospel are distinct; and that the above
“rnling with a rod of iron,” means real subjugation. Ile gave
the following; ¢ Because they thought, hein% near to Jerusalem,
that the kingdom of God should immediately appear; Ile said
therefore, A certain nobleman went into a far country to receive
for himself a kingdom, and to return. Andhe called his tenser-
vants, and delivered them ten pounds, and said unto them, Oc-
cupy till I come. [Ilere is the work of t]leégoapel, “Oceupy till
I come]. And it came to pass, when he had returned, having re-
ceived the kingdom,” he first reckoned with hisservants, and af-
terwards excrcised his sovereign power over his enemies.  “The
Lord at thy right hand shall strike through kings, in the day of
his wrath; he shall judge among the heathen, heshall fill the pla-
ces with dead bodies, he shall wound the Aeads over many coun-
tries” (Ps. 110). Compare also Psalm 46, and 47; “Ior the
Lord most high is terrible, he is a great king over all the earth;
he shall subdue the people under us, and the nations under our
feet. God reigneth over the heathen: God sitteth on the throne
of his holiness.  Come, behold the works of the Lord, what des-
olaticns he hath made in the earth; he maketh wars to cease un-
to the ends of the earth, Ie still, and know that I am God: 1
will be exalted among the eathen,; I will be exalted in the earth.”
This work of subduing, and ruling the nations with a rod of
iron, does not commence, however, until the sounding of the sev-
enth trumpet at the end of the gospel age; for until that time
the kingdoms of this world remain in possession of “ the prinec
of this world;” “wheat and tares grow together;” “evil men and
seducers wax worse and worse,” “and they that will live Godly
shall suffer;” “for every son that he lm’ctﬁ, he chasteneth.”
That Christ and his saints are eventually to reign on the earth,
is placed beyond all doubt by comparing Rev. 20: 4, and 5: 10,
“ Aud bast made us unto our God kings and priests: and we shall
reign on the earth.” And this reigning is posit.ively aflirmed to
be after the resurrection; and in Dan. 7: 13, 14, as if to make it
dowbly sure, it is shown that the dominion over the nationsis
not given to Christ until he comesin the clouds of heaven, which
we Anow is at his second advent,  And under the seventh trum-
pet, when the raints are rewarded, the kingdoms of this world
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become the kingdoms of our Lord and of his Christ.  ence wn-
til that time, they remain in possession of those who are opposed
to Christ. And Jesus not only acknowledged the devil to be the
prince of this world, but positively aflirms, “ My kingdom s not
of ¢this world” (John 18: 30). But the period of time during
which the seventh trumpet is sounding, a period to continue yet
nearly forty years, is a pivotal point, so to speak, between * this
present evil world,” and “the world to come.” And during this
transition period, the kingdoms of this world are to pass into the
hands of our Lord, but in the midst of such a “ time of trouble,”
and “ angry nations,” as this world has never witnessed; when
these kingdoms will be *dashed to pieces, like a potter’s vessel;”
and the above Scripture realized, “ God reigneth over the keath-
en [not over the immortalized bride of Christ], Come, Behold the
works of the Lord, what desolations he hath made in the carth;
he maketh wars to cease unto the ends of the earth.”  And when
this state of things obtains; when “the kingdom is the Lord’s
and he is the Governer among the nations,” David says, * All
the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord; and
all the kindreds of the nations shall come and worship before
thee” (Ps. 22: 27). And there, in the millennial age, “ Christ
Eand his immortal bride] shall reign until all enemies are sub-

ued; and death [which is not conquered until the thousand years
are ended] is the last enemy.” And the conversion of the world,
clearly promised, will then be consummated.

The christian church have been right in believing in the even-
tual conversion of the world; no doctrine of the Bible is so clear
and unmistakable; but they have failed to distinguish between
the work of the gospel of the kingdom, and the kingdom itself;
the one being a preparatory step to the other. :

If the reader will but entertain the natural and Bible outcome
of this progressive plan; that “ the world to come,” belongs af-
ter the “world that now is;” that the passage from the one to
the other, is but a change of dispensation, greater than occurred
at the first advent between the law and the gospel, but still only
a change of dispensation from the gospel of the kingdom to the
kingdomj a change involving a resurrection; for, “as in Adam
all die, so in Christ, shall all be made alive, but every man in
his own order;” he will sce that “a restitution of all things,
which God has spoken by the mouth of all the hioly prophets
since the world began” (Acts 3: 21), is not a forced doetrine,
but a necessity. e will also see that ss yet, no one has entered
the “warld [aion, or ngn} Lo come,” nor can until this one ends,
Aund that therefore, the Adamie death is but & sfeep and only
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when “ they that sleep in the dust of the earth, shall awake,” do
they enter upon a future life. .

Probation to a restored human family in the millennial age, is
not consistent, it is true, with the idea that the heathen, and all
the unconverted go to a place of torment at death; but ¢s consis-
tent with the statement so universal in the Bible, that they are
not dead, but sleep.  'The almost unanimous testimony of Scrip-
ture, when one was s>id to die, was, that “they slept with their
fathers, and were buried” &e. ; “They that sleep in Jesus, will
God bring with him.”  And Christ said of more than one who
was buried, or ready for burial, “Ile is not dead, but sleepeth.”

This is what the Bible terms “sleep,” but there is a death; to
distinguish it, it is ealled the “second death.” Anditisa clear-
ly Seriptural position that no man can die the real death, with-
out committing that one sin which is “unto death;” “There s
a sin unto death; 1 do not say that ye shall pray forit” (1 John
5:16); a sin which Paul claims that one must “taste the good
word of God and the powers of the world to come,” and thus be
brought “to the knowledge of the truth; if such sin wilfully,
there remaineth no more sacrifice for sin, but a fearful lookin
for of fiery indignation” (compare Ileb. 6: 4-6, and 10: 26 27).
A sin Jesus says ““Can be forgiven, neither in this world; neith-
erin the world to come.” But one must sin wilfully after having
been brought by the Ioly Spirit, to the knowledge of the truth,
before they can commit the sin ““that is unto death.,” But God
has declared that ¢ Ile 20ill have ALL men come to the Anowl-
edge of the truth.” Before the plan of redemption is finished
this will be accomplished. God has promised a resurrcction to
all; and auniversal restitution; and that ““ Allnations which thou
hast made, shall come and worship before thee.” Even the Sod-
omites are promised a restitution back to their “former estate ™
(Ezck. 16: 55).

There is much positive Seripture, to be adduced, to prove that
there is to be probation in the millennial age, or world to come,
for all who have not been brought to the knowledge of the truth
in this world, and committed the unpardonable sin.” Christ gave
bimself “a ransom for all, to be testified in due time” (1 Tim.
2: 6).  God “is the Saviour of all men, specially of these that be-
lieve” (1 Tim. 4:10). Not that he saves all men eternally; but
he will save all men from the Adamic fall.  Kvery person must
and will be saved; that is, come to the knowledge of the truth,
taste of the good word of God and power of the world to come;
and have their sins forgiven, belore they can “ fall away ” into
that fearful condition for which “there remaineth no more sae-
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rifice.”  “I havesworn by myself, the word is gone out of my
mouth in righteousness, and shall not return, That unto me every
knee shall bow, and every tongue confess” (Isn. 45: 23). Paul
in reasoning “that Christ both died and rose, that he might be
Lord both of the dcad and living, For it is written, As T live,
saith the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue
shall confess to God” (Rom. 14: 11), is proving a resurrection;
and that all, both dead and living, will, in the day of judgment,
or millennial age, be brought to this good confession.

If it be asked, Why did not God bring these extinet nations to
the knowledge of the truth before they fell asleep, if he everin-
tended to do so? I answer, God having arranged that there was
to be a second Adam, and a second Lve, the ¢ wife” of this scc-
ond Adam (sce Rev. 19: 7); and that through this second Adam
all that was lost through the first Adam 5%10111(] be restored;
has, thus far, been doing only a preparatory work. The Jewish
nation supposed the promise of God that “All the families
of the earth should be blessed,” through the Sced of the woman,
would be fulfilled under the law,; while the Christian church have,
with as little authority, claimed all for the gospel. If God had
satisfied the Jewish nation, much Seripture in relation to Gentiles
would have remained unfulfilled. If God satisfies the nominal
Christian church, much prophecy irreconcilable with “the nar-
row way,” would remain unfulfilled. But he has said that “1le
will be for a stone of stumbling to otk the houses of Isracl.”

The salvation under the law, was for a class, and not for all
mankind. The salvation under the “ gospel of the kingdom,” is
for aclass, “the bride, the Lamb’s wife.” Ience, the way is nar-
row, and few there be that findit. Ilence, “many are called, and
few are chosen.” Hence, “ No man cometh unto me except the
Father draw him.” DBut in the kingdom, the waters of life will
be broad and decp; and there, will the ¢ Spirit, and the bride say
Come, and whosoever will, let him take of the water of life freely.”

As the “marriage of the Lamb,” and beginning of “the res-
titution of all things,” follows the second advent; the salvation
of the world doesnot commence until then. Ience, Christ says,
“T pray not for the world, but for them thou hast given me,,
{(John 17: 9); and adds, (ver. 20), “ Neither pray I for these [the
twei\'(‘.] alone, but for them also which shall believe on me
through their word; that they all may be one, . . in us;that the
world-may believe that thou hast sent me.” Notice earefully the
meaning; e prays, not for the world, but for his own, his bride,
all that will believe through the word of the twelve, that tiey
«ll may be one with him; “they twain become one;” and the out-
come of this mystieal mavringe, is “ that the world may believe.
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And, to show what this #s the true order, the marriage is placed
at the end of the gospel dispensation,

The positive proof that there is a chance for the world in the
millennial age, after this present dispensation ends; after the
sccond Adam and his “wife” are joined togetlier, is gathered,
first, from the order of progression given in 1 Cor. 15: 45-49,
T'he apostle, be it remembered, is speaking not of the individnal,
but of the race of Adam: “ And so it is written, The first man
Adam was made a living soul [person]; the last Adam a quick-
ening spirit.  IHowbeit that was not first which is spiritual, but
that which is natural [or animal]; and afterwards that which is
spiritual.  The first man is of the earth, earthy; the second man
is the Lord from heaven. And as we have borne the image of
the earthy, we shall also bear the image of the heavenly.”

The apostles reasoning is, that the first stage of this progres-
sive development of the human family, is to bear the image of
the first man, male and female, for “ they were one flesh;” af-
ter which, they are to bear the image of the “second man,” who
also has a “wife” who becomes one with 2ém. And to suppose
the apostle is speaking of only the “second man” and his wife,
simply the bride of Christ, is just as absurd as to suppose when
speaking of the “first Adam,” he meant only the individual pair.
Ie isshowing that the earthy animal man, precedes the heavenly,
spiritual man, as God’s true order; and therefore, the work of
the “first man,” precedes that of the “second man.”  And God
does not perfect separate individuals, but works by dispensations.
While under the Jewish dispensation, not a Gentile could be
saved; and even the Jew “could not be made perfect, without
us.” Ilence, “ David hath not ascended into the heavens ” (Acts
2: 34;) nor has any man, “No man hath ascended up to heaven,
but he that came down from heaven, even the Son of man which
is in heaven” (Jolm 3: 13). And the second Adam docsnot de-
gin the re-generation of the “children of the kingdom,” until the
“marriage of the Lamb, when his wife hath made herself ready.”

As the natural Ecr nnimnl} man has multiplied and rcpleni%h-
ed the earth; so also, “In the re-generation, when the Son of
man shall sit on the throne of his glory,” will ZZe multiply and
replenish the earth with a spiritual family; “ and a nation shall
be born ina day.” And the evidence is conclusive, that when
he sits on the throne of his glory; when “the kingdom is the
Lord’s, and /e is the governor among the nations,” “All the ends
of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord; and all kind-
reds of the nations shall come and worship, before thee.” Bnt
it is only when he comes in his glory, and during the sounding
of the saventh trump, that “the kingdoms of this world decome
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the kingdoms of our Lord (Rev. 11: 15), and he thus becomes
“the governor among the nations.” Ilence, it is after the mar-
riage of the Lamb; after this present dispensation is ended; and
in the millennial age [or “world to come”], that the conversion
of the world, is due.

If God hasbeen trying to save the world before the “second
man ” and his wife were Eerfcctcd [in opposition to his own pre-
arranged plan], he has taken a strange way to do it. Why, for
more than two thousand years, did he let the human family go
down in death [for “death reigned from Adam to Moses ], with
no effort to bring them to the knowledge of the truth? Why,
if he was trying tosave the world under the Jewish dispensation,
did he make it “unlawful to give the children’s meat to dogs ™ ?
Why should Christ command his disciples, “ Go not in the way
of the Gentiles; and into any city of the Samaritans, enter yenot.”
They were dying day by day, and if modern ideas be true, were
goinﬁ{ to hell) to eternal torment; and Christ, who was about to
give his life for the world, would not allow the “bread of life”
to be given them; and excused himself by saying, “Ior T am
sent but to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.”

If there was to be no “restitution;” and this life was indeed
the end of all hope to the sinner, such apparent indifference to
man’s eternal interests, could not be reconciled with God’s pro-
fessions of love to the world; “ all men,” * every man that cometh
into the world,” &e. Not a Gentile saved, or even an effort in
that direction, until a prearranged and definite point of time had
arrived; and yet God no respecter of persons: “And when the
fulness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, made of a wo-
man, made under the law, to redeem them that were under the
larw,” and until the day of Pentecost, he made no provision for
any otherclass. Ile did not come, at his first advent, to save
the world; for he was ser:t only to those under the Jaw. Ie did
not even pray for the world, “I pray not for the world™ (John
17 9). Ile took uponhim our nature, “that he might taste death
for every man; and “gave himself a ransom for ail; to be testi-
fied in cgmz time” (1Tim. 2:6). And this “due time,” is after
his second advent, and during the mellennial age.

The gospel is designed to reach only a class, “a royal priest-
hood, a holy nation;” to become one with Christ; t.m?y a won-
derful exaltation, to become part of the Godhead; exalted above
angels, principalitics, powers; “know ye not that ye shall judge
angels” 7 But the gospel dispensation must end, and a new or-
der of things commence, before the morld can be reached. 1lere,
we are to be “ pilgrims and strangers,” separate from the world,
Here, we are to suffer, and obey the powers that he.  Tlere, the
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way is narrow, “strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, and
few there be that find it.” Here, “many arecalled, and few are
chosen;” wheat and tares grow together; evil men and seducers
wax worge and worse; even as it was in the days of Noah. Ifow
then ean “ all know the Lord, from the least to the greatest,”
and the knowledge of the Lord cover the carth, as the waters do
the sea,” in this dispensation ?

When the “second man,” Christ and his body, are complete;
then begins the process of re-generation, and “the restitution
of all things.” “ And thou, O tower of the flock, the strong
hold of the danghter of Zion, unto thee shall it come, even the
first dominion [that lost by the first Adam], and the kingdom
shall come to the daughters of Jerusalem (Micah 4: 8) ; the bride,
“the Jerusalem that isabove; the mother %in prospect] of us all.”

Eve was a part of the human family; and was  the mother of
all living » [exeepting herself].

Then, indeed, when Christ “ takes to himself his great power
and reigns,” the nations will be subdued under him. And He
will rule them with a rod of iron; “and when thy judgments are
abroad in the earth, the inhabitants of the world will learn righ-
teousness (Isa. 26: 9).  And this is the song to be sung by the im-
mortalized bride on the “sea of glass;” * All nations shall come
and worship before thee, for thy judgments are made manifest ”
(Rev. 15: 4).%

“Come m)ul let us reason together, saith the Lord.,” If God
has been trying to save the world during the gospel dispensation,
He has made as great a failure as during the Jewish age. And
if he was not trying to save the world during the Jewish age, nor
for the thousands of years prior to that, if he did not then care
how many human beings went to hell, what put the happy idea
into his heart, even at t&is late day, to send Jesus to suffer and
try to save a few, for under the gospel, he claims but few, “nar-
row is the way, and few there be that findit”? If it be claimed
that perhaps there was some way, before the first advent, for the
myriads who never heard of a Saviour, to be saved; then it was
a eruel thing to send Christ; for now there is no other way, “or
name given among men, whereby we can besaved.” And with

* Note. The word “judgments,” in Rev. 15: 4, in the Greek, is
(dikaioma), and means righteorsness; and is so rendered, in most
cases in the New Testament. And the Hebrew word oceurring in
Isa. 26: 9, (mish-paht) has precisely the same meaning. The same
word oceurs in Ps, 112: 5 *‘le will guide his afTairs with diseretion,”
[margin, judgment]. Hence, the above texts are equivalent to sny-
g, When Christ guides the afTairs of the earth; when heis the gov-
ernor nmong the nations, the inhabitants of the world will leain
righteousness,
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all the dark ages under the papacy, there has not been one million
in a hundred millions, since the gospel began, who have had any
knowledge of Christ, or the way of salvation. 1f any man of
ordinary ability could have been in possession, for these eighteen
hundred years, of one half-the means of Iim, whose “are the
cattle upon a thousand hills,” he could have placed the simple
story of the gospel before every human being on this earth.

Is God’s arm shortencd that 1t cannot save? Toes he not care
for perishing men? Or peradventure he sleepeth, and must be
awaked; or on a journey, and left the eternal welfare of his chil-
dren to a few church socicties, trusting that they will successful-
ly carry out the great plan of the redemption of a lost world.

Are God’s ways unequal; or isit our theology which is une-
qual ? It is true Christ sent his disciples with a world wide com-
mission, to gather out from all nations a chosen people; but it is
not true that he commissioned us to send all others to hell. “1e
that believeth and is baptized shall be saved, and he that believ-
eth not, shall be damned” (Mark 16:16). The Greek [katakri-
no] “damned,” occurs eighteen times, in sixteen of which it is ren-
dered condemned. *Themen of Nineveh shall risein judgment
with this generation and shall [katakrino] condemn it; because
they repented at the preaching of Jonas; and, behold, a greater
than Jonas is here” (]?Iatt. 12:41). This hasno connection with
eternal torment, but means that the repentence of the Ninevites
is a precedent which will condemn, or put to shame the nonre-

entence of the Jews.. In the next verse, the queen of thesouth
1s to condemn that generation. The Jews condemned Christ by
rejecting him and choosing Barabbas. Many thousand men and
horses, were sent to the front-and condemned, in our late war,
being unfit for the service. And the great mass of mankind
will be condemned asunfit for the service of the Master, in this
“high calling.” “Many are called, few are chosen.” e that
believeth shall be chosen, he that believeth not, shall be rejected.

If the second Adam and Eve, are to restore what was lost by
the first Adam, they must of necessity restore thisrejected class.
And there is to be not only a restitution, but a re-generation, or
reproducing. Even the Sodomites, who are held up, all through
the Bible, as an ensample of wickedness; and “as suffering the
vengence of ctenal fire” (Jude 7); are to share in the restitution.
“When Ishall bring again their captivity, the captivity of Sod-
om and her daughters, and the captivity of Samaria and her
daughters, then will I 1)1'111;; again the captivity of thy captives
in the midst of them. ... When thy sister, Sodom and her daugh-
ters, shall return to their former estate; and Samaria and her
danghters shall return to their former estate, then thou and thy
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daughters shall return to your former estate. . . . Then thou shalt
remember thy ways, and be ashamed when thou shalt receive thy
sisters, thine elder, and thy younger;and I will give them unto
thee for davghters; but not by thy covenant ”(Ezck. 16: 53-61).

Long before this prophecy was written the Sodomites were sub-
merged under the dead sea; and if, in the restitution of all things,
they are restored to their former estate [and il the aboveis true,
they certainly will be], Why may not Pharaoh and his Egyptian
liost also berestored ? even if God did raise him up, and harden
his heart for the express purpose “of showing forth his power.”

Beeause God has * foreordained and predestinated certain men
to destruction, is no evidence that they are not to share in the
restitntion, for the evidence is conclusive that such destruction,
however strong the language used, has only to do with this Ad-
amic life.  Christ “ tasted death for every man,” Pharaoh as well
as Moses. As the potter has power over the clay, to make one
vessel to honor, and another to dishonor, that is, to be used for
a less noble purpose; so God has power to mold the works of
Ais hands.  But that does not prove that all who are not called
to this “high calling in Christ Jesus,” are to be tormented to
all eternity. O how lovable is the God of the Bible; and how
hideous is the God of theology !

Election is a glorious doctrine; it is choosing out a few, to be-
come the bride, the spiritual mother of a redeemed world.  And
“we trust in the living God, who is the Saviour of all men, spe-
cially of those that believe” (1 Tim. 4: 10). And the fact that
“he gave himself a ransom for all, will be testified in due time”
(1 Tim. 2: 6); and this dispensation is only a preparation, ¢ that
in the ages to come, he might show the exceeding riches of his
grace, in his kindness toward us, through Christ” (Eph. 2: 7).

There is a second life, as well asa “second death;” “ Agin Ad-
am all dée; so in Christ shall all be made afive; and if any man
die the second death, it will be because he crucilies Christ afresh,
after having been brought to the knowledge of the truth,  And
“for such, there remaineth no more sacrifice, but a fearfullook-
ing for of fiery indignation.” .

In all the Bible, there are but two or three passages which ap-
pear to conflict with these views, and they are parables, given to
illustrate certain truths; and, like the “rich man and Lazarus,”
refer to niations, ov churches, but never to indivduals,

Let it once he admitted that there is to he n restitution, that
man sleeps in death, but is to live a second time, that this re-
ceneration, or reproducing, is as universal as the generatien of
the first Adam, and Seripture hecomes harmonious, the ways
of Godequal, and his forcordinations, and denuncintions, refer
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only to this present forfeited Adamic life; and wowld have been
eternal in all their consequences, had not Christ, when there was
no arm to save, steped in, and as the second Adam, taken upon
himself to reproduce and restore what was lost in Adam. This
being true, the other class of texts have some meaning, Christ tas-
ted death for every man; he gave himself a ransom for all; he
is the light that lighteth every man that cometh -into the world.

There are myriads of men who have come into the world and
passed out of it, who never saw this light; “ Ilow can they Aear
without a preacher; how can they preach unless they are sent”?
and if that text is true, they must receive that light Akereafter.

Some think this is to good, that if the threatnings of God’s
wrath are confined to this Adamic life, that if Christ is to step
in, and restore, and give every man a fair chance; men will cease
to. fear, and a great inducement to repentance will be lost. In-
deed, then let us go back to “priest, candle, and purgatory;’ if
error is better than truth, let us have it in abundance.

THE END OF THIS WORLD;

that is, the end of the gospel, and beginning of the millennial age
is nearer than most men suppose; indeed we have already enter-
ed the transition period, which is to be a “time of trouble, such
as never was since there was a nation” (Dan. 12: 1). The evi-
dence of this will be given in a series of tracts, of which this is
No. 1.. And also soon to be published in book form.

As the “old world” ended with an almost entire destruction
of individual life, so national life is to be destroyed in the end
of this world. And it will be noticed that the denunciations
and judgments, every where point at, and are addressed to
the nations; ““ And the seventh angel sounded, and there were
great voices in heaven, snyinf,orl‘he kingdoms of this world are
become the kingdoms of our Lord and his Christ; and the nations
were angry, ang thy wrath is come, and the time of the dead,
that they should be judged.”.. “The Lord at thy right hand
shall strike through Kings, in the day of his wrath; he shall jndge
among the heathen; he shall fill the places with the dead bodies;
he shall wound the heads over many countries” (I’s. 110: 5),
“ A noise shall come even to the ends of the carth, for the Lord
hath a controversy with the nations, he will give them that are
wicked to the sword. Behold, evil shall go forth from nation
to nation, and the slain of the Lord shall be from one end of the,
carth to the other end of the earth.  They shall not be lamented,
nor gathered, nor buried; they shall be dung upon the ground
(Jere. 25: a1-31). “Behold, the day of the Lord cometh,
and thy spoil shall be divided in the midst of thee; for I wity
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gather all nations against Jerusalem to battle. ... Thenshall the
Lord go forth and fight against those nations as when he fought
in the day of battle. And his feet shall stand in that dar' upon
the mount of Olives” (Zach. 14: 1-4). “Which go forth unto
the kings of the ecarth and of the whole world, to gather them
to the battle of that great day of God Almighty ” (Rev. 16:14).
“T will shake the heavens and the earth, and 1 will overthrow
the throne of kingdoms, and I will destroy the strength of the
kingdoms of the heathen” (Ilag. 2:22). For my determination
is to gather the nations, that I may assemble the kingdoms, to
pour upon them mine indignation, even all my fierce anger; for
all the earth shall be devoured with the fire of my jealousy. For
then will I turn the people a pure language, that they may all
call upon the name of the Lord, to serve him with one consent ”
(Zeph. 3: 8).

Here and elsewhere, is proof in abundance not only that the
millennium is preceded by the most terrible judgments on the
nations; but that in consequence of these judgments, the people
are turned to a pure worship. And this time of trouble, in the
which “all the earth is to be devoured with the fire of God's
jealousy,” is, doubtless, the fire spoken of by Peter through which
the world is to pass, at this next great dispensational change.

“THE FULNESS OF TIME.”

The world that was before the flood, measured 1655 years.
In this world, the patriarchal age, from the flood to the death
of Jacob, was 650 years; and the Jewish age, under the twelve
tribes, measured 1845 years. And we have now been under the
gospel dispensation since the crucifixion, in A. p. 33; making a
period almost equal to that of the Jewish age. And thereis no
lack of evidence that a change of dispensation is at hand.

In the world to come, the first, or millennial age, is to be 2
1000 years; and is introduced by the “time of trouble,” so often
referred to in Seripture. Thereis very conclusive evidence that
this time of trouble is to continue 40 years; and has already com-
menced; and that “men’s hearts are [beginning already] to fail
them with fear, and for looking after those things whick are com-
ing on the earth” (Luke 21: 26),
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THE COMING FORTY YEARS OF TROUBLE.

_O—

The organizing of capital against labor, the rising of the peo-
ple in self defense, the overthrow of law and order, the casting
down of the “thrones” and governments, and “a time of trouble,
such as never was since there was a nation;” are all clearly
foretold in Secripture as cvents to precede the millennial age of
glory. And the signs of great events at hand are so apparent
that all are impressed with the dark shadow of coming trouble.

The nations are perplexed, and are preparing for a terrible
struggle; huge engines of war are being multiplied by land and
sea; millions of men are under arms, and still their numbers are
increased, while the people are becoming desperate and alarmed.

When the struggle begins, as soon it must, a ball will be set
in motion before which “all the kingdoms of the world, that are
upon the face of the earth, shall be thrown down;” and, accord-
ing to Scripture, one wild scene of desolation and terror will re-
sult. [This is the baptism of “fire” through which the world is
to pass, e'er it enter that long promised and much desired age
of glory when nations shall “learn war no more”.]

That the millenninm is to be ushered in, or preceded, by the
most terrible and desolating wars this world hasever witness-
ed, is so clearly revealed, as toleave no room for the believerin
the Bible to call it in question. Many texts might be offered in
proof, but a few will suflice: “Tor they are spirits of devils,
working miracles, which go forth unto the kings of the earth,
and of the whole world, to gather them to the battle of that great
day of God Almighty” (Rev. 16: 14). And in Joel 3: the res-
titution of Judah and Jerusalem is foretold; and it isadded, “I
will also gather all nations, and will bring them down into the
valley of Jehoshaphat, and will plead with them there, for my
people. . . . Proclaim ye this among the Gentiles; prepare war,
wake up the mighty men, let the men of war draw near; beat
your ploughshares into swords, and your pruninghooks iuto
spears; let the weak say, I am strong; . .. ’ut ye in the sickle,
for the harvest is ripe; come, get you down; for the pressis full,
the fats overflow; for their wickednessis great. Multitudes, mul-

“titudes in the valley of decision, for the day of the Lord is near.
... The Lord also shall roar out of Zion, and utter his voice
from Jerusalem, and the heavens and the carth shall shake; but
the Lord will be the hope of his people.”  And are the nations
not, prepareing for war, as never before ? ITuge gunsare being
multiphied, some of which are eapable of projecting a tun of iron
through the air for miles; and other preparations of cqually
vast proportionsy and when the roar of the conflict reaches its
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highth, the heavens and the earth will indeed “shake,?’ “but the
Lord will be the hope of his peophe.” “I will tread down the
people in mine anger, and make them drunk, in my fury; and I
will bring down their strength to the earth.”  And yet, notwith-
standing these desolating judgments, the Lord will not cast off
forever,dor “he doth not afilict willingly, nor grieve the chil-
dren of men.” These judgments on the world, like the chastise-
ment of his saints, are for their eventual good; and good is to re-
sult: “For my determination is, to gather the nations, that I
may assemble the kingdoms, to pour upon them mine indigna-
tion, even all my fierce anger; for nll the earth shall be devoured
with the fire of my jealousy. Jor ten will I turn the people to
a pure language, that they may all ¢all npon the name of Jeho-

vah, to serve him with one consent” (Zeph. 3: 8).

Thus we learn that after the storm comes the sunshine. DBy
these judgments, the people are tnrned to “gerve the Lord with
one consent.” € And the knowledge of the Lord shall cover the
carth, as the waters do the sea.”

But Seripture need not be multiplied to prove either the final
conversion of the world, or that such conversion follows these
desolating judgments on the natins; for prophecy clearly fore-
tels a reign of peace, when “nations shall learn war no more.”
And until the battle of the great Jiy; until the scenes are !mssed
in which God calls upon the nations to “prepare for war,” they
will “learn war.” “The heathen raged, the kingdoms were
moved; he uttered his voice, the enrth melted; Come, behold the
works of the Lord, what desolations he hath made in the earth;
he maketh wars to cease unto the ends of the earth” (Ps. 46).

No one will claim that this js nlrendy accomplished, hence, it
remains to be fulfilicd. And certainly no one will for amoment,
claim that the “desolations made in the earth,” by which waris
made to cease, is gospel conversion. 1lence it is by these judg-
ments and the conguest of the nat ions, and not by gospel conver-
sion, that the reign of peace igte b usher?d in,

At the p['cscnt, time the ki"gqlllllll‘i of this \\'Ol'ld belong to the
Gentiles by a God-given right, wnd they do not become * the

kingdoms of our Lord, and of hit Christ,” until the “times of
the Gentiles are fulfilled;” nor dvet war and oppression cease till

then, for Christ says, “ Jerusalew shall be trodden down of the
Gentiles until the times of the (entiles be fulfilled ” (LH]\‘G 21:
24).  [Let no one mistake the ** fimes of the Gentiles,” for the
“ Julness of the Gentiles” (Row 113 25), for they are entirely
distinet; the former meaning the time during which the four
Gentile kingdoms, Dabylon, Medo-Persia, Greeia, and Rome, are
to rule over sl troad down Jernsalem; the Tatter, the period
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which spans the gospel to the Gentiles and “Dblindness to Israel.”]
The times of the Gentiles began when the diadem was remov-
ed from the head of Zedekiah, the last prince of the house of Da-
vid; and terminate only at, or during, the sounding of the sev-
enth and last trump.  And to Zedekiah it was said, “O thou
profane wicked prince of Isracl, whose day is come; take off the
diadem, remove the ecrown;. .. I will overturn, overturn, over-
turn it, and it shall be no more till ITe come whose right it is, and
[ will give it him” (Ezek. 21). “And the seventh angel sound-
ed, and there were great voices in heaven, saying, The kingdoms
of this world are become *he kingdoms of our Lord, and of his
Christ.”

This interregnum in the royal line, from Zedekiah to David’s
great Lord and Son, is the time during which these “four great
beasts” (Dan. 7:), were to tread down the whole earth. But it
is almost ended, as we purpose to show; the fourth and last, or
Roman enpire, having passed through all its many changes ex-
cept the one last death struggle, is now girding up its loins, to
enter the arena of Armageddon.

The fourth empire, represented by Rome, was to pass through
many changes. It was to exist first as a purely civil power. It
was then to exist as an ccclesiastical power. It was to be divid-
ed into ten parts, represented bx “the toes of the image” (Dan.
2), and the “horns of the beast” (Dan. 7). It was also to have
“seven heads” or governments. In Rev. 12: its characteristics
as a purely civil power, are given under the symbol of “a drag-
on having seven heads and ten horns.” In chapter 13, its lead-
ing characteristics as a compound of ““ church and state,” are rep-
resented. In Rev. 17, its characteristics ave given asa dual pow-
er, with church and state, “ woman” and “beast,” kept distinct.

It is a fact that the Roman empire, or civil power, while under
the dominion of the papacy, although held in abeyance by the
church, had a separate existence; and this dragon element, as we
shall see, is maintained in the symbol to the end. The ecclesi-
astical element also exists to theend. And so does the body of
the beast after its heads have fallen. And thus it is the “great
city,” [the fourth empire] is divided into *three parts” (com-
pare Rev. 16:13,19); a division now being consummated. I re-
fer to the monarchical, thereligious, and the republican elements
of Europe. The monarchical, represents theimperial or ¢ darg-
on” power; the papacy, the religious element; “ the false proph-
et that wronght miracles ” before the Roman beast (Ilev. 16: 13,
and 19: 20).  While the International; or republican clement
represents “the body of the beast;” or “the peoples, and multi-
tudes, and nationg, and tongues,” on which the woman sat. And
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7his third of the empire, when fully developed, is to be a Acad-
lzss monster, or the* beast,” after its last “head ” is fallen (Rev.
- 171 11); just what the Commune, or Internationals profess to be.

THE “SEVEN HEADS" OF ROME.

The fourth empire is not recognized in prophecy until its con-
quest of the third empire. Ilence any governments it may have
had prior to the fall of Syria and Egypt, ave no part of the pro-
phetic “seven.”  Anthony conquered Egypt at about . c. 20;
at which time, and for some time previous, the government of
Rome was a trinmvirate under three dictators, or consuls; hence
we will eall this first head, Conswlar. This head fell when Au-
gustus Cesar, one of the three, declared the empire inn. c. 27.
This second, the Zmperial head, remained until the empire was
broken up by the Goths at about A. », 476, when the Gothic
kings took possession of Rome.  This third or Gothie head fell
in 538, and Rome was given into the hand of the Papacy, which
thus became the fourth head from 538 to 1798;0or for 1260 years,
Although the power of the popes was only delegated; a power
conferreu on them at the pleasnre of one or more of “these ten
kings,” who were to ‘agree and give their power and strength
unto the beast, until the words of God, the time, times, and a
half, were fulfilled;” still the Papal, was the only government
having its seat at Rome, from 538, to 1798. This fourth head
was “ wounded unto death 7 (Ilev. 13:3), when, in 1798, a Iie-
public wag declared; making the fifth head of Rome. In 1800,
papacy was restored, and from that time until September, 1870,
was again head of Rome.  This restored papacy, however, was
not the same as during the 1260 years, it was but an image of its
former selfy and in the propheey, is called “the image of the
beast.”  Ilence, we will eall this the Jmage head.

During the existence of this sixth head, or from 1800 to 1870,
the “judgment” has been executed on the “woman” Rev. 17:
1).  That is, the ten orns have hated the harlot, and have made
her desolate and naked (ver. 16). They have taken away her
dominion, and confiscated her property. In Dan. 7: 26, in re-
fering to the same power as the “little horn,” it says, “ But the
judgment shall sit, and they shall take away its dominion, to con-
sume and to destroy it wnto the end.” Clearly showing that the
judgment was to sit on that power and take away its dominion
before the end; after which the exceution of that judgment by
a gradnal consumption, was to follow; all of which has been ful-
filled on the papacy since 1788, This sixth head went down in
September, 18703 hience, the present. government of Rome, that
unde: Vietor Fananunel, is the seventh and last,
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REVELATION 17:

We will now make the application of this prophecy in detail.

¢« Come hither; I'will show unto thee the judgment of the great
harlot that sitteth upon many waters. . . . éo he carried me away
in the spirit, into the wilderness; and I saw a woman sit upon a
scarlet colored beast, full of names of blasphemy, having seven
heads and ten horns ” (vers. 1-3).

John was thus carried in spirit from A. p. 96, down to where
“the judgment” was to be executed on the papacy, or from its
restoration in 1800, to 1870, during the existence of the sizth
head, as the statement in ver. 10, demands; because it is there
said, ¢ five are fallen, and one #s [the sixth], and the other [the
seventh] has not yet come.” And after sceing the vision from
that standpoint, the angel says to him, “I will tell thee the mys-
tery of the woman, and of the beast that carrieth her, which
hath the sexen heads, and the Zen horns.  The beast [this fourth
empire] that thousawest, was |asa civil power, or beast], and
isnot [for under the papacy it had become an ecclesiastical or-
ganization]; and shall ascend out of the bottomless pit, and go
into perdition.”

Vers. 9, 10; “Ilere is the mind which hath wisdom; the seven
heads are seven mountains on which the woman sitteth. And
there are seven kings; five are fallen, and one is, and the other
is not yet come; and when he cometh, he must continue a short
space.”

These seven mountains, like other symbols in this chapter, have
a double meaning: 1st. they represent the “seven-hilled city,” and
thus fix the locality of the seat of the woman as being the same
as the seat of the dragon (Rev. 13:2), They also symbolize gov-
ernments, or Licads of the empire. And while the woman was
said to sit upon these seven mountains, which 1s literally true,
she is also said, in the symbol, to sit upon many waters (ver. 1);
and upon the deast (ver. 3); which in ver. 15, is explained to be
“peoples, and multitudes, and nations, and tongues.” )

Of these seven heads, five had fallen. “There can be no mis-
take about the standpoint of the prophet; it was during the
time of the siath head, and while the judgment was being execu-
ted on the woman. And that these ten horns Ziave hated the har-
lot, and made her ** desolate and naked,” during this present cen-
tury, is known to all the world. And also that the sixth head
or government of Rome, existed from 1800 to 1870.

IProm that standpoint, five had fallen; and one had not yet
come.  The Consular, Tmpeiial, Gothic, Papal, and Republir,
had fallens the sisthy vestored papaey, or the < Juwge of the heast,
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held the reigns of government; aud the sevent/, that under Vie-
tor Emanuel, had not then come. - “ And when he cometh, he
must continue a short space.” This last government has now
continued as head of Rome since September, 1870; and to day
more than 150 millions Catholics are biding their time, waitin
and longing for the auspicious moment when a blow can be strucﬁ
for its overthrow; vainly hoping for a restoration to llome of pa-
palsovercignty. While the prophetic symbol demands, not the
restoration of papacy or any other government, but the” rising
of the beast itsclf, withowt a head; in other words, the peoples,
and nations, or body of the beast without an orgavized govern-
ment; as the next verse will show.

Ver. 11. “And the beast that was, and is not, even he is the |
eigllth, and is of the seven, and gocth into perdition.”

This eighth, is not a kead, since the beast had but seven. It is
the beast itself; that on which the woman sat; the one having the
seven heads and ten horns, as it is to be aflter its last head
has fallen (see vers. 8, 9).  “I will tell thee the mystery of the
woman, and of the beast that carrieth her, which hath the seven
heads, and ten horns.  The beast that thou sawest, was, and is
not.”  And here, ver. 11, “ the beast that was, and is not, even ke
istheeighth, and is of the seven.” The nationson which the
woman sat, have been “of the seven;” and they do compose the
body of the beast; and arcalready taking ona separate existence
as the Internations, or peoplesof all nations.

The reader cannot fail of seeing our present locality in the
world’s history; and that we are on the verge of great events.
And if he will revert hack to near the end of the last century,
may judge somewhat of the character of the events which are to
follow the fall of this last head of Rome, and the ascension of the
beast out of the bottomless pit. “ And they that dwell upon the
carth shall wonder, [whose names are not written in the book of
life, from the foundation of the world,] when they behold the
benst that was, and is not, and yet is.” .

The state of chaos and reign of terror in that demonine equal-
ity, and atheistic liberty, which deluged Irance inblood, under
the Commaune; when such monsters as Dupont, Robespierre, and
their class, could wicld the guillotine and ride the storm, is on-
ly a faint picture of the fully developed commune, or headless
monster.  The beast that ascendeth out of the bottomless pit and
made war on “My two witnesses” [the Old and the New Testa-
ment], during the French revolution in 1703-6, (Rev. 11: 3, 7),
was the infancy of this same Commaune, now to be fully organ-
ized.  The ascension out of the bottomless pit meaning only a
freedom from seliyions vestraint,  And the churacter of cont-
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ing events can be gathered by what then oceurred in France, with
this difference, the commune came to the surface in only one of
the ten divisions of the empire at that time, and was soon driven
back; while now it is to become a universal scourge. And not
only are “all the kingdoms of the world that are on the face of
the earth, to be thrown down;” but there is to be want of em-
ployment, so that there shall be “no hire for man, nor hire for
beast” (Zech 8: 10); the natural outcome of this growing want
‘of confidence between man and man. :

With ver. 11; where “ the beast goeth into perdition,” the end
is reached. But it will be remembered the prophet was taken
in spirit, from the isle of Patmos and the year A. ». 96, down
the stream of time to the judgment on the woman, while he was
seeing the vision; thus most of it is mentioned as in the past. But
in the explanation, it is not so; with that, nearlyall is in the
Juture from A. p. 96.  “The beast that thou sawest” (ver. 8);
[in the vision you have secen].  “The ten horns which thou saw-
est” &e. (ver. 12).  Withont recognizing these two standpoints,
allis confusion; but if you allow, as the text demands, that the
seeing is down the strean of time to where the judgment is exe-
cuted on the papacy, while the explanation’is back at the date of
the propheey, all 1s harmony.

“The ten horns which thou sawest have received no kingdom
as yet [in the year 96, the empire had not been divided], but re-
ceive power as kings one hour with the beast. These have one
mind, and shall give their power and strength unto the beast.
These shall make war with the Lamb” &ec. (vers. 12-14).

Here a rapid survey, even to the end, is again given. Aftera
few centuries the empire was divided, and these ten received
power as kings one [2ora] hour;” that is a little season; [the
same word (Zora), 1s thus rendered in Philem. 15: “He therefore
departed for a seasonij”. It was but a very short time after the
empire was fully divided into its parts, as all historians are aware,
before “these ten kings” did become of one mind [that is, they
all became Catholic], and gave their power and strength to the
the beast. Ver. 15; “The waters which thou sawest, are peo-

les,” &e.  Ver. 165 “The ten horns which thou sawest, shall
uite the whore, and make her desolate and naked.” And who
80 blind as not tosee its present fulfilment? Ver. 17; “For God
hath put it into their hearts to fulfil his will, and to agree and
give their kingdom unto the beast, until the words of God [the
1260 }'cn:s]\almll be fulfilled;” since which they have made her
(esolate. Ver. 18: “ And the woman which thon sawest, is that
Breat city which reigneth over the kings of the earth.”
Thus the symbol and the explanation are complete; and our
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present locnlit?' clearly defined. The fourth empire has come;
has been divided into ten parts; heen lost, or submerged under
“MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HAR-
LOTS, AND TIIBE ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTIL” And
“the beast that thou sawest was, ind is not, and shall ascend out
of the bottomless pit and go into perdition.” The seven heads
have come, and the “eighth,” the beast itself, without a head,
everywhere coming to thesurface; as scen in the Jnternational
Commune, Grangers, labor organizations, &e. extending over all
parts of the world. 1In fact, the body of the people everywhere
are heing moulded like the potter’s clay, and prepared for the
death-strnggle.  And soon the rich men, who have heaped treas-
ures together for the last days, wiil “weep and howi for their
miseries that shall come upon them.”

At the partial development of this headless monster near the
end of the last century, when the streets of Paris ran with gore;
the blood of her rich, her noble, and hier beautiful; men looked
on with wonder. But now, when “erery man’s hand shall be
against his brother;” and all confidence between man and man
shall have forsaken the earth gi\[icah 7: 1-6); when ¢ the thrones
are cast down;” when kaw and order gives way before the mad
passions of the ruthless mob; when want of work and hunger,
shall turn good men to demons; when the coming time of troub-
le shall be fully inaugarated; then indeed “they whose names are
not written in the Lamb’s book of life, from the foundation of the
world, shall wonder, when they behold the beast that was, and
is not, and yet is.” - :

This time of trouble, already beginning, is to swell to a migh-
ty wave during the coming forty years. Its measure is found
by two prophetic periods, one marking its beginning, the otherits
end; which, for lack of space here, must appear in some future
No. I will only say, the seven “times of the Gentiles,” or 2,520
years during which Jerusalem was to be trodden down of the
four Gentile kingdoms, does not end for forty years from the
beginning of the Jewish year commencing April 6th, 1875; as
may be scen by adding 2,520 to 606 b. o, the date of the begin-
ning of their captivity, and the treading under foot of Jerusalem.
But the kingdom of God is to be set up before the days of the
Gentiles end, for “in the days of these kings shall the God of
hieaven set up a kingdom; and it shall break in picces and con-
sume all these kingdoms ™ (Dan. 2: 44).  And this breaking in
pieces, together with the battle of the great day, are some of the
cvents of this forty years of trouble; and synchronize with
Rev. 17: 14, “These [ten kiugsg shall make war with the Lamb,
and the Lamb ghali overcomo them,”  And thus the nations will
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be “bound for a thousand years” under the real Christ, as the
dragon has been, in a very limited sense, under the antichrist.

By compareing Rev. 12: 9, and 20: 1, it will be seen that the
“dragon called the Devil, and Satan,” are the same in each; and
the “angel” of Rev 20: with the great ¢chain, who binds the drag-
on, represents the army of Christ, who subdue the nations and
“rule them with a rod of iron.” “To bind their kings with
chains, and their nobles with fetters of iron; to exccute upon
them the judgment written.  This honor hath all his saints”
(Ps. 149: 8).  “'The saints shall judge the world” (1 Cor. 6:2).

The binding of the dragon is a work of téme, but will be con-
summated by the end of this forty years; for there, the “times
of the Gentiles” end.

—— Y

MANNER OF THE COMING OF CHRIST,

There are two classes of Seripture in relation to the coming of”
Christ which scem contradictory; “ Behold, 1 come as a thief;”
and “ Coming in all his glory.”

A thief never comes with o “ great sound of a trumpet;” but
sceretly.  Christ went away quietly, and it was unknown by the
wnbelieving; and is to return “ in like manier as they saw him

0.” Ile went into “the Iloly Place ” unglorified; and ten days
after, the Iloly Spirit was given: “ The Ioly Ghost was not yet
Jgkiven; because that Jesus was not yet glorified” (John 7: 39).

And he comes back in like manner. This also agrees with the
law; the high priest on the day of ntonement entered the taber-
nacle unadorned with those glorious linen garmnents, covered
with gold, and purple, and scarlet, and studded with twelve kinds
of precious stones, “and made for beauty and for glory ” (Exo.
28). These garments, put on after he entered, were to be worn
only while in the holy place, aud he was to “leave them there,”
when he came out (Lev. 16: 23). Thus he came out wnglorified,
ashe went in; and i1t is thus Christ returns, for no part of the law
will fail of a fulfilment. 1le did not go up to heavenin flaming
fire; yet *“ ITe shall be revealed from heavenin flaming fire,”

Again; His saints ave sleeping in the dust of the earth.  And
yet weread of “The coming of our Lord Jesus Christ with all
his saints.”  “With ten thousand of his saints;” “The Lord my
God shall come, and all thy saints with thee ” (1 Thes 3: 13; Jude
14; Zach 14: 5).  (Saint, means Lloh-heem yeh-rag (God-sced).
And both in Ilebrew and Greek means, the “holy ones;”
those begotten by the Spirit and born of God; viz. Christ and
lus bride).

We also vead of g veviod of thoe ealled the harvest: “The har-
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vest is the end of the world; and in the time of harvest” &e.
(Matt. 13). Ilere we learn that the gathering of the saintsisa
part of the work of the harvest. And it is taught, in many pla-
ces, that their resurraction oceurs only at the coming of Christ.
Ience, if he is to come to karvest the earth, to gather his saints;
and is also to come “with all his saints;’ there must be two parts
or stages of his coming.

With this view, and it seems consistent, these two classes of
Seripture hecome harmonious. e comes as a thief to harvest the
carth, or gather his saints; and he comes openiy, with all his
suints, and every eye shall see him, after the harvest is ended.

If Christ comes in all his glory, on leaving the Iloly Place,
it wonld be in dircet opposition to the teaching of the law;and it
is “casier for heaven and earth to pass; than for one jot of the
“iaw to [ail.”  The laying off of those glorious garments, and com-
ing out, as hewent in, was made a very prominent feature of the
atonement.  Ience I would ask the reader for his own sake, to
be eandid enough to admit there mey be more in regard to the
coming, than the one grand glorious outburst for which so many
have looked.

The harvest is a definite period of time ealled “theé end of the
world.”  And the work of the harvest is of an entirely different
nature fromthat of the gospel. One is sowing seed, the other,
gathering fruit.  Oneis done by men, the other, by Christ and
the :mgoTs. And although both may be going on at the same
time, still the work of harvest must have a definite beginning.
And as tares and wheat are to grow together until thc%mrvcst—,
and the harvest is the end of theworld [ «ion, age], it follows that
when the harvest begins, a period ealled the end of the age, begins.
And yet the living saints are not taken until near the end ol the
harvest. And as they are found in the mill, field, and bed, it is
very evident the angels are invisible to them while gathering
the tares; whether it be alonger or shorter period.  And yet
notwithstanding this, it is not out of character to suppose, as they
are children of light, that the day of the Lord will not come on
tlem unawares; hut that by taking heed to the sure word of proph-
ecy, they should know their whegeabouts and time of visitation.

Beeause the change from mortality to immortality comes in a
moment, it does not follow all the work of the harvest must be
consummated in the same moment.

It is not our objeet now to show the length of the harvest; but
simply that there 7s such a time, and that it is to transpire dn-
rings the mortality of the saints. And that while Chyist and the
angels are doing the work of this cospel harvest ‘the world will
B peeneennt of whint js eeoinee o and the ehaeeb, <1 walking
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by faith, will know the time of visitation only by the evidences
drawn from the Scriptures.

Is it possible that a eAristian will let prejudice, or preconceived
opinion keep him from an investigation from a purely Bible
standpoint, of so important asubject ?  Nominal christians will,
And the first house of Jsracl stumbled over this very stumbling
stone, viz. the fulfilment of Seriptures in relation to the coming
~ of Christ, in a manner they did not anticipate. And I am sat-

istied that you, who now hold this paper, if you are not already
interested, whether you arve a Presbyterian, Methodist, Baptist, «
Adventist, Catholic, or what not; as you are part of the Laodice-
an church (Rev. 8: 14), think that you are rich, in a spiritual
sense, and will not give these thingsa fair investigation.  Many
are called, few are chosen.  If yon are not one of the chosen,
some excuse will be found; for 1t is certain to come upon all the
world as a snare; while “ye, brethren, are not in darkness that
that day should overtake you as a thief.” The Bible so elearly
teaches that the mass of the christian world, and especially the
leaders, will stumble, that it eannot be otherwise.

“Coming,” often means presence; “ What shall be the sign of
thy coming, and of the (harvest) end of the world ” (Matt. 24: 3).
This word in the above text, is [parousia], and means presence.
It occurs in 2 Cor. 10: 10; “IFor his letters are powerful, but his
bodily presence [g;ra.rousia] isweak.,”  Andin Phil. 2: 12; “As
ye have always obeyed, not asin my parousia only, but now much
more in my absence.” And 2 Peter 3: 4, in the Emphatie Di-
aglott reads, “Knowing this first, that in the last of the DAYS
scoffers will come with scoffing, . . and saying, Where is the
promise of his PRESENCE?  Ior from the time the fathers
{ell asleep all things continue in this way from the beginning.”

No one would be sosimple as to ask for a promise of his com-
ing; the Bible is full of such promises; and we should point to
John 14: 3, “If I go and prepare a place for you I will come
againg” orto Aets 1: 11, “This same Jesus shall so come,
in like manner as ye have seen him go.” They might not believe
in the promise of his coming, but they donot ask, whereis there
such a promise. But there are scoffers not far from you, who ask,
with asneer, Where is there a promise of his presence while as
yet all things continue as they were from the beginning.  And
this is just what so many are offended at, becawse we teach the
presence of Christ, while as yet ‘all things continue as they were.’
And you would perhaps like to know where this promise is found.
I will answer you.  Matt. 24: 37 is one of these promises: “But
as the days of Noe were, so shall also the parowsia |presence]
of the Son of man be,”  They were eating and drinking, plant-
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ing and building, marrying, and giving in marringe, as they had
been from the beginning, and knew not [until the flood came.]

They did know, when the flood came; and they will now know
when every eye shall hehold him.  But his parousia is nowhere
compared to the flood, hut “to the days of Noe,” ““ the days that
were before the flood,” while the ark was preparing (1 Peter 3:
20): while everything continued as from the beginning.

“ And as it wasin the days of Noe, so shall it also be in the days
of the Son of man” {Luke 17: 26). In the days of Noah, they
were planting and building and Anewnot.  If heindeed comes to
reap the earth and gather the fruit, before he comes with all
lis golden grain, you can sce how the above can be true, and the
harvest end before the world will know any thing of it; and how
his parousia, or “the days of the Son of man,” can Le compar-
el to the duys of Noah; while they were planting and building,
The days of the Son of man, is “the time of harvest; the time in
which /e is preparing for the destruction now coming; when he
will tread the winepress alone.

The above being true, you can see that a time must come when
we shall be in the time of harvest and the angels gathering the
‘“children of the wicked one ” into organizations; while yet the
“children of the kingdom ” are about their business in the field
and mill.  And that time has already commenced, the harvest,
or end of the aion [age] began on the tenth day of the seventh
month in 1874, And this “time of harvest,” measures three and
a half years. If you ask how we know this, I answer, by tak-
ing heed “to the surc word of prophecy, which shines asa light
in a dark place.”

If you desire to investigate, take somesteps to that end; cither
chtain and read all the evidences; or come out from organized
“bundles,” which are endeavoring to separate you from present
{ruth, and hear each one for himself. Butif youhave no desire;
no drawing of the Spirit, that will enable you to *search, as
men search for hid treasures;” and feel spiritually “rich,” and
that you now haveall that is necessary, and “have need of noth-
ing;” I counsel you to buy eyesalve; least “that day come up-
on you unawares.”

“Ye brethren ave not in darkness that that day should overtake
youw as a thief.,” But ye scoffers, who sny “ where is the prom-
ise of his presence ? for all things continue as they were from the
ht:]iinuing"’ are in darkness; even though you have the Round
Lake sanctification, or from any other cause, feel that you ave
“rich, and inereased in goods, have need of nothing.”

The test of true brotherhood in Christ, is not_feeling, or pro-
Fession s bt walkie o iy the Tielt of sresent fentli. And wheth
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er we are #ow in the time of harvest, or it docs not come for ten
thousand years, when it does come; when this transition period
that is to separate the tares and wheat, and usher in the destrue-
tion of the day of the Lord, does come, the true church will be

~in the light on that particular subject, and -ll others in dark-
ness. Else 1 Thes. 5: 1-5, has no apparent meaning.

This harvest message is the natural ontecome of the parable of
the ten virgins; and they that are ready will go in before the
others know anything more than that heisnear.  And believe-
ing him near, in the immediate future, as so many do; with no
definite knowledge on the subject; will help you asithelped the
first house of Israel, when their rabbies tanght that the time of
his coming drew near, “and all men werein expectation.” And
they continued to think it near, nutil their destruction came.

They looked for him to come out of Bethichem. DBut the an-
gel of the Lord turned him aside to Nazareth, that he might be
called a Nazarene.  You are looking for him, not as he went, but
in all his glory. DBe earful yon do not stumble beeause he comes
as he went away, and harvests the earth before he makes the
open manifestations for which you look; and when too late, you
find “the harvest is past, and the summer is ended, and your
soul not saved.” And yourself with the class represented in
Matt, 25:11:  “ Afterwards came also the other virgins, saying,
Lord, Lord, open to us.”

Christ appeared in various forms, and on various occasions, dur-
ing the forty daysafter hisresurrection, because he wanted wit-
nesses that he had risen.  But when he would “vanish out of
their sight,” they could not follow, or trace his loeality. But
now he has a work to do alone, and requires no eye witnesses: “I
have trodden the winepress alone; and of the people, there were
none with me.” During that forty days he did appear in the se-
cret chamber, “the doors being shut.” e also appeared in the
wilds of Galilee “and there shall ye see him.” But now, “if they
ghall say unto TO“, behold, hie is in the secret chamber, believe
it not; behold, he ig in the desert, go not forth.” Then he requir-
ed witnesses; 20w he will have none: “The days will come when
ye shall desire to sce onc of the days of the Son of man, and ye
shall not see” (Luke 17: 22?: “Foras thelightning that cometh
out of the east, and shineth even unto the west; so shall also the
presence of the Son of man be” (Matt. 24: 27). And Luke 17:

*24, supporls the same rendering; “ Ilor as the lightning &e. so
shall the Son of man be, in his day.”

Spiritual badies are represented as shining as the lightning:
“Ibeheld Satan as lightning, fall from heaven” (Tuke 10: 18).
“Ilis conntenance was like lghtning " (Matt. 2203 ¢ Hislace
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as the appearance of lightning” (Dan. 10: 6).  “ And last of all
he was seen of me also (1 Cor. 15: 8).  When Paul saw him the
shining was so bright that hissight was destroyed; and yet “ the
men that journed with him saw no man.” The chariots of fire,
and horses of fire round about Elisha were not seen by his servant,
And beeause during the “days of the Son of man,” Christ is to
be here in his spiritial body, to gather his own; instead of prov-
ing that mortals will see him, proves exactly the contrary. For
although spiritual hodies are represented as shining like the light-
ning; and, perhaps, moving as the lightning;still no mortal ev-
er saw a glorified spiritual body; without a miricle. Norindeed
one that was not glorified. No sinful man will ever see him *“as
/e 25, for “ Without holiness no manean see the Lord,” And
yet hie is to reveal himself to the world “inflaming fire,” and in
various ways. “But ree shall be like him, for we shall see him
as he is.”

“IIe shall descend from heaven with ashont, with the voice
of the archangel and the trump of God.”

The trumpets all have “voices” (see Rev 8: 13). And the
noise, shout, voices, trumpets, &e. connected with the coming of
Christ, and the closing work of the gospel, are cvents, and not lit-
eral noise, or metallic trumpets as under the law. “Set yeupa
standard in the Jand, blow the trumpet among the nations™ (Jer.
51: 27), does not mean metallic trumpets.  And to suppose that
Christ and the angels are to get up an exhibition of that charac-
ter, is simply childish. The angelic movements under the sev-
nth trumpet, are as noiseless as they have been under the other
siz trumpets; or, as were the hosts that surrounded Elisha.

The way is narrow; even the warnings of Christ, and some of
the sayings of Paul are “hard to be understood,” as Peter says;
and are designed as stumbling blocks.

Inowing the téme is perhaps of no inportance in itself, but
walking in thelight is all important; and if you are in the light
you will know. “The, wise shall understand;” and the Feclesia .
will know the time of their “visitation,” whatever your teachers,
who are themselves in darknes may say to the contrary. “Take
heed least yowr hearts be overcharged with the cares of thislife,
and so that day come upon you wnawares.”

“The Bridegroom came, and they that were ready went in
with him to the marriage, and the door was shut.”  Nowherein
the Bible is there a hint that the world, or the foolish virgins,
will behold the meeting of the  Bridegroom and his chosen.
They are taken away noiselessly and by unscen hands, during the
harvest, and will be visible, only when “The Lord cometh with
ten *bonsand of his saints, to exeeute jndement npon all.”
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