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% will stand upon my wateh, and will set my foot upon the
Iowtr, and will watcl fo see what He will say unto me, and
what answer 3 shall mahe to them that oppose me. And the
s Ford said unto me, * Write down the vision, and mahe 1t plain
] unontablefs, ﬂjat turrg ontmag read it fluently.” Hab, 2:14,2.

Upon the earth distress of nations with perplexity; the sea and the waves (the restless, discontented) roaring; men’s hearts failing them for fear
and for looking forward to the things coming upon the earth (society); for the powers of the heavens (ecclesiasticism) shall be shaken. . When
ye see these things come to pass, them know that the Kingdom of God is nigh at hand. Look up, lift up your heads, rejoice, for your redemption
draweth nigh.—Luke 21.25-28-31.
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THIS JOURNAL AND ITS MISSION

THIS journal is set for the defense of the only true foundation of the Christian’s hope now being so generally
repudiated,—Redemption throvgh the precious blood of “the man Christ Jesus who gave himself a ransom [a corre-
sponding price, a substitute] for all.” (1 Pet.1:19; 1 Tim. 2:6.) Building up on this sure foundation the gold, silver and precious
stones (1 Cor. 3:11-15; 2 Pet. 1:5-11) of the Word of God, its further mission is to—“Make all see what is the fellowship

of the mystery which .. .. has been hid in God, ... to the intent that now might be made known by the Church
the manifold wisdom of God”—“which in other ages was not made known unto the sons of men, as it ic now revealed.”
—Eph. 3:5-9, 10.

It stands free from all parties, sects and creeds of men, while it seeks more and more to bring its every ut-
terance into fullest subjection to the will of God in Christ, as expressed in the Holy Scriptures, It is thus free to declare
boldly whatsoever the Lord hath spoken;—according to the divine wisdom granted unto us, to understand. Its attitude
is not dogmatical, but confident; for we know whereof we affirm, treading with implicit faith upon the sure promises
of God. It is held as a trust, to be used only in his service; hence our decisions relative to what may and what may
not appear in its columns must be according to our judgment of his good pleasure, the teaching of his Word, for the
upbuilding of his people in grace and knowledge. And we not only invite but urge our readers to prove all ite utterances
by the infallible Word to which reference is constantly made, to facilitate such testing.

To Us THE ScriPTURES CLEARLY TEACH

That the Church is “the Temple of the Living God”—peculiarly “His workmanship;” that its construction has been in

progress throughout the Gospel age—ever since Christ became the world’s Redeemer and the chief corner stone of
this Temple, through which, when finished. God’s blessings shall come “to all people,” and they find access to
him.—1 Cor. 3:16, 17; Eph. 2:20-22; Gen. 28:14; Gal. 3:29.

That meantime the chiseling, shaping and polishing, of consecrated believers in Christ’s atonement for sin, progresses; and
when the last of these “living stones,” “elect and precious,” shall have been made ready, the great Master Work-
man will bring all together in the First Resurrection; and the Temple shall be filled with his glory, and be the
meeting place between God and men throughout the Millennium.—Rev. 15:5-8.

That the Basis of Hope, for the Church and the World, lies in the fact that “Jesus Christ, by the grace of God, tasted
death for every man,” “a ransom for all,” and will bz “the true light which lighteth every man that cometh into
the world,” “in due time.”—Heb. 2:9; John 1:9; 1 Tim, 2:5, 6.

That the Hope of the Church is that she may be like her Lord “see him as he is,” be “partaker of the divine nature,”
and share his glory as his joint-heir—1 John 3:2; John 17:24; Rom. 8:17; 2 Pet. 1:4.

That the present mission of the Church is the perfecting of the saints for the future work of service; to develop in
herself every grace; to be God’s witness® to the world; and to prepare to be the kings and priests of the next

age—Eph. 4:12; Matt. 24:14; Rev. 1-6; 20:6.

That the hope for the World lies in the blessings of knowledge and opportunity to be broucht to all by Christ’s Mil-
lennial Kingdom—the restitution of all that was lost in Adam, to all the willing and obedient, at the hands of
their Redeemer and his glorified Church—Acts 3:19-21; TIsa. 35.
CuARLES T. Russerr, Editor; Mes. C. T. RUSSELL, Associate.
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SUBSCRIPTION PRICE, $1.00 A YEAR, IN ADVANCE,
INCLUDES A SUBSCRIPTION TO “THE OLD THEOLOGY TRACTS”—QUARTERLY.

MONEY MAY BE SENT BY EXPRESS, N. Y. DRAFT, MONEY ORDER, OR REGISTERED.
SPECIAL TERMS TO THE LORD'S POOR, AS FOLLOWS:

ORDERS, ONLY.

FROM FOREIGN COUNTRIES BY FOREIGN MONEY

Those of the interested, who by reason of old age or accident, or other adversity are unable to pay for the Tower
will be supplied FREE, if they will send a Postal Card each December, stating their case and requesting the paper.

[NOTE —The above matter appeared on the second page of each issue in the same form, until February 1,

1906, when two new opening paragraphs were added.
Editor, was discontinued beginning with the issue of November 1.

The name of Mrs. ussell, as Associate
1896. The name of publishers was

changed from Tower Publishing Company to WATCH TOWER BIBLE & TRACT SOCIETY, begin-

ning with the issue of April 15, 1898.]

OUR NEW DRESS

We trust that the new arrangement of the TowER will meet
the approval of its readers. It contains fewer pages, but more
reading matter than formerly.

ACCEPTING GOD’S GIFTS GRATEFULLY

There are many who cannot pay for their TowEgr, during
the vear 18935, but who would be greatly disadvantaged if
deprived of it. Such should notice our Terms to the Lord’s
Poor, for this is a part of God’s provision for your
spiritual sustenance, and should be accepted like all of his
blessings, with thanksgiving. But people who are not too
poor to buy tobacco and similar gratifications of the flesh,
which war against the spirit, are not of the class for whom
the offer is meant hy the Lord and by us his stewards.

POEMS AND HYMNS OF DAWN

This volume contains a very choice selection of 150 Poems
and 333 Hymns, purged, we trust, from much of the too com-
mon, erroneous, hymn-book theology: 494 pages, good print,
cloth binding only. It is the Gospel of the Kingdom in verse,
by the pens of many of God’s dear saints of all centuries. It
is a companion to MILLENNIAL DAWN, and sells at the same
price as the cloth-bound volumes. It is designed to lead the
mind aright in meditation and worship.

ALLEGHENY CHURCH MEETINGS

Our meetings are held in Bible House Chapel, Arch st,
Allegheny, Pa. Friends will be warmly welcomed. Preach-
ing every Sunday at 3:30 p. M.

SPECIAL ITEMS

THE “Do You Know?” TracT is doing good service. It
suits all classes. Many already praise the Lord for the
light which it as an entering wedge has introduced.—English,
German, Swedish.

“TEe ONLY NaME” (Tract No. 24), a criticism of Bp.
Foster’s new gospel—excellent for Christians of all denomina-
tions, especially Methodists.

What an opportunity is put within the reach of all who
desire to honor God and bless the Church and the world by
these and our other tracts. Those who can do so gladly
supply the means for their publication, so that every Towrr
reader can enjoy the privilege of handing out personally
and by mail these crumbs from the Master’s table,—tastes of
the feast of fat things, now as meat in due season, provided
for the household of faith. Remember that every TOWER sub-
scription includes a subscription to these quarterly tracts;
and every subscriber is privileged to order as many extra
copies as he may please for distribution.

Do not be discouraged if you do not see immediate re-
sults from your service, The hundreds of thousands of tracts
and papers which you and we are, jointly with the Lord,
and as his servants, sending out to his other servants are
noiselessly working and gradually transforming the judg-
ment of some who as yet are our open opponents. Eventually
victory shall be ours, for “Truth is mighty and shall prevail.”
It is ours to use the opportunities granted us as wisely and
efficiently as possible. It is God’s part to overrule the work
and bring ultimate victory and blessing to the worthy.
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Z1IONS

Vor. XVI
VIEWS FROM

Ziox’s WaArcH Tower extends its readers, one and all—
Best Wishes for the Year 1895. It may, and no doubt will,
have its storms, its difficulties, its trials; such experiences
our Lord advises us are necessary to the development in us
of character. What the effect of the trial, will be lies with
each one of us to decide for himself. We may permit them
to discourage us so that we would give up the race for the
prize set before us in the Gospel; or we may grow stronger
and more Christ-like as the result of those experiences. Which
will it be with us?

It may be a year of profitable progress in the knowledge
and service of our Lord and Redeemer, and of helpfulness to
the fellow-members of his body, or it may be marked by in-
creasing confusion and uncertainty—darkness—concerning
things once clearly seen and greatly rejoiced in, and a time
of confusing the minds and stumbling the faith of others.

Which course do we choose, and with what degree of
positiveness do we make our choice, at this, the beginning
of this new year? Much of our comfort, joy and peace and
usefulness in the Lord’s service depends on our decision. It
was so last year: it was one of increase or else one of
decrease in spiritual knowledge, strength and usfulness. It
is s0 with every year,—yes, with every week and every day.

Of course no one will decide to go into darkness and
away from the Lord and the truth. The test is a more crucial
one than that. The question is, Shall we take and keep the
path that leads nearer and nearer to the Lord, and be per-
mitted more and more fellowship with him, a fuller and fuller
knowledge of the minutie of the great plan of the ages which
he is out-working, and a greater share in that work with the
great Chief-Reaper, or will we allow self-interest or self-
conceit or ambition or spiritual sloth or the cares of this life
to turn us aside from the path of full consecration which
our Master trod and in which we have pledged ourselves to
follow, in his footsteps?

The right path is still the “narrow path” or self-abase-
ment and self-denial—the path of meekness and humility: and
it will require as much effort and grace to walk it this year
as last, or possibly more; for the more we grow in grace
Znd knowledge, the stronger will be the temptations fo be
boastful, puffed up, heady, high-minded; and the higher we
climb in faith and hope and love and activity in the Lord’s
service, the more the great Adversary will oppose our progress,
and the more his emissaries will slander, backbite, and gen-
erally seek to injure us. “Beware of dogs.”—DPhil. 3:2.

But this is only one side of the matter; for, while the
more exposed to Satan’s attacks and to severer tests of our
hope, faith and love, as we go onward in our narrow way,
we will have increasing spiritual joys, peace beyond com-
pare, and will be enabled to rejoice even in trials and tribula-
tions, knowing that these are working out for us a far more
exceeding and eternal weight of glory. We will be enabled to
endure, as seeing him that is invisible, as being upheld and
led by his hand. We will have the promise of his presence
in every trouble, and that he will never leave us nor for-
sake us; and that all things (even the seeming evils of life)
he is able and willing to over-rule for our highest good;—
because we love God and his way and his plan more than
self and self’s ways—because we are called according to his
purpose and have accepted the call, are in sympathy with its
objects and are seeking so far as in us lies to walk worthy
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of the Lord and his high calling, and thus to make our calling
and election sure.

Beloved, let us each and all silently pledge ourselves afresh,
to the Lord, that, by his grace assisting, this year, 1895,
shall be started aright, in humility and with loving zeal
for him and his people and his truth: and that, his grace
still assisting us, the year to its very close shall be one of
onward and upward effort and progress in the knowledge
and likeness (graces) and services of our Redeemer-King.

THE SOCIAL VIEW

E. V. Debs, President of the American Railway Union,
has been found guilty of Contempt of Court in connection
with the railroad strike and attendant rioting in and near
Chicago last summer. His sentence is, Imprisonment for six
months. Seven other officers of the same union shared the
sentence to the extent of three months.

Our remarks are regardless entirely of the justice of the
case, when we say that the effect will be to help widen the
breach between labor and capital. Labor will surely con-
clude that it should have liberty to accomplish its ends, even
though blood should flow, business be prostrated and all other
men inconvenienced. And they will, of course regard the Judge
who gave the sentence as a tool of capital, and the laws
under which he acted and ruled as made in the interests of
railroads, even though it could be shown that the laws existed
before railroads were dreamed of. As respect for law and
its representatives dies, anarchistic ideas will flourish; for
however fallen and degraded men are, they have respect for
justice. This idea, therefore, that they are subjects of
unjust laws and unjust decisions, is at the foundation of the
growing unrest amongst the masses. They will even admit
the injustice of their own course in interfering with the
rights of others; but they will claim that they are merely
fighting injustice with injustice.

The fact is that machinery, invention and general intel-
ligence have brought in new conditions to which the laws of
the past. however reasonable in their day, are no longer
adapted; and it is a fear and despair for the future that is
goading many unwillingly to violation of laws which they
admit contain wisdom and justice, but which are inadequate
to the relief of present conditions.

Capital fears, but, unwilling to lose increment, hopes.
It vainly hopes that labor has been taught a lesson to right
their wrongs, or fancied disadvantages, by some other means
than stopping commerce and destroying property. It does
not stop to arrange matters, and to fix a proper relief, a
safety-valve, It says, Let Labor look out for itself. It will
watch its own interest: it keeps us busy to mind our own
business. It does mnot wisely foresee that it will require
much less to drive the majority to despair and to bring an
cxplosion today than at any previous time when the masses
were less intelligent, their wants fewer and their content-
ment greater.

Thus all things are moving onward toward the grand
catastrophe pointed out in the Scriptures as the close of this
dispensation and the preparation for the next and better
one under our prince Immanuel.

The coal mines at Monthieux, France, once operated
hy a stock company which experienced much trouble in
dealing with its workmen, were finally turned over to its
workmen free of charge. After a struggle the mine has
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gotten to a paying basis, and now requires additional hands.
The additional men were not granted a share in the mine,
but were hired as wage-workers, and are surprised that their
fellows so soon learned to be capitalists. Riots ensued and
the laboring capitalists were forced to apply to the police
for aid. So says the Hamoverische Courier.

Alas! how differently people can reason under different
circumstances. And so long as selfishness rules the heart,
it will be so. The only remedy for unbalanced minds on
all such subjects is the writing in the heart of the divine
law of love. This will bring “the spirit of a sound mind,”
and enable those who possess it to think soberly and reason-
ably, and to look not every man upon his own interest, but
also upon the interests of others.

THE RELIGIOUS VIEW

The Catholic journals are in great glee over the fact
that a Roman Catholic priest was recently invited by Dr.
Briggs and the faculty in general of Union Theological
Seminary (Presbyterian) to preach before its students and
professors. The Catholic Mirror assures its readers:

“Nothing could be more gratifying to Father Doyle than
the reception he was accorded at the theological seminary.
Professors and students received him with true brotherly
warmth. He was accompanied by Father O’Callaghan, (who
recently had the distinction of preaching before Harvard
University students) and Father O’Keefe. This line of light
along our religious horizon is a most comforting sign.”

Dr. Briggs, in introducing the speaker, said some things
very pleasant to Catholic ears, and hoped that the reunion
between Catholics and Protestants was not far distant.

* * »

Religious and secular journals, Catholic and Protestant,
are discussing the possibility of reunion, and the Protestant
Episcopal church, it is thought, will be invited from Rome
ere long, and many think it will readily accept the invita-
tion. We do not share this opinion. To us the Scriptures
indicate that the Church of England will unite with the other
Protestant churches, or they with her, and that federated
together they will fraternize, but not unite, with Papacy.

The thirty-first article of the Anglican confession avers:—

“Wherefore the sacrifices of masses, in which it was
eommonly said that the priest did offer up Christ, to have
remission of pain or guilt, were blasphemous fables and
dangerous deceits.”

Even aside from the Scriptures we should reason that
very many intelligent Protestants could never accept all of
Rome’s doctrines And Rome dare not change them; for her
chief claim is infallibility.

. & &

The New Theology has broken out afresh amongst the
Baptists. Its leader is Rev. A. H. Strong, D. D., president
of Rochester Theological Seminary. Of course he has peculiar
ideas, which are “original,” if not patented. His views
have a strong coloring of Buddhism and Theosophy. Indeed,
the Doctor announces himself as a Monist, and he does not
scruple to claim that literature, theology and philosophy all
evince the overwhelming drift of modern thought toward the
views which he has himself finally espoused as the true
theology. He declares:—

“It is not too much to say that the Monistic philoso-
phy, in its various forms, holds at present undisputed sway
in our American Universities. Harvard and Yale, Brown
and Cornell, Princeton and Rochester, Toronto and Ann
Arbor, Boston and Chicago, are all teaching it.

“It is of great importance, both to the preacher and to
the Christian, to hold the right attitude toward the ruling
idea of our time. This universal tendency toward Mon-
ism—is it a wave of unbelief, set agoing by an evil intelli-
gence, in order to overwhelm and swamp the religion of
Christ? Or is it a mighty movement of the Spirit of God,
giving to thoughtful men, all unconsciously to themselves,
a deeper understanding of truth, and preparing the way for
the reconciliation of diverse creeds and parties by disclos-
ing their hidden ground of unity?

“I confess that I have come to believe the latter alterna-
tive to be possibly, and even probably, the correct one;
and T am inclined to welcome the new philosophy as a most
valuable helper in interpreting the Word and works of God.
Monism is, without much doubt, the philosophy of the
future, and the only question would seem to be whether it
shall he an ethical and Christian, or a nonethical and anti-
Christian Monism.

“If we refuse to recognize this new movement of thought,
and to capture it for Christ, we may find that materialism
and pantheism perversely launch their craft upon the tide
and compel it to further their progress. Let us tentatively
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accept the monistic principle, and give to it a certain Chris-
tian interpretation. Let us not be found fighting against
God. Let us use the new light that is given us, as a means
of penetrating more deeply into the meaning of Scripture.
Let us see in this forward march of thought a sign that Christ
and his kingdom are conquering and to conquer.”

How remarkable that a man of learning, nay, that nearly
all the men of learning, are being duped by Satan either
into spiritism or into theosophic-monism, its sister error. It
calls to our minds the words of the Lord that, If it were pos-
sible they would deceive the very elect; the Apostle’s words,
“Who shall be able to stand?”’ and the Prophet’s words, “Who
may abide the day of his coming? for he shall be as a
refiner’s fire and as fuller’s soap.” The fully consecrated
only will stand; and they, not because of their own superior
wisdom, but because, being humble minded and wise toward
God, they seek that wisdom which cometh from above—the
Word of God.

Dr. Strong, like Dr. Briggs and all “new theology” peo-
ple, speaks respectfully of the Bible while he criticizes it,
and thereby will do far more harm than if he openly denied
its teachings, as he does in fact. They know very well that
the Bible is opposed to their theories, but they also know that
an open attack upon it would be as unpopular as Mr. Inger-
soll’s course.

The new Chicago University, under Baptist patronage,
was known to be far advanced toward agnosticism; but they
had regarded the Rochester institution, of which Dr. Strong
is the head, as very staunch. This deflection will carry with
it hundreds of Baptist ministers and thousands of Baptist
church members; for there are always many so anxious to
be considered wide-awake and advanced that they will strive
to be in the front rank of any thing headed by a notable
man, and which they think likely to become popular.

Thus the “harvest sifting” progresses—in all denominations.
The falling of these “stars,” while it will influence the ma-
jority, will awaken the true children of God to greater
thought and freedom and study. Thus the sickle of truth is
separating “wheat” from “tares.”

As usual, the denial of the ransom is one of the first steps
in the new departure. Dr. Strong remarks concerning the
atonement, that the sufferings of Christ for sin began away
back at the time when Adam sinned. Hence he cannot have
faith in the ransom taught in the Scriptures—“a correspond-
ing price”—the death of the man Christ Jesus for, and to
secure the release from the death sentence of, Adam and all in
Adam when he was condemned. The Scripture teaching is
that our Redeemer was made flesh, that he by the grace of
God should taste death for every man.—Heb. 2:9.

THE DECADENCE OF RELIGIOUS FAITH IN GERMANY

While we have frequently called attention to the fact
that Protestantism is no longer a protest against the great
Papal counterfeit of true Christianity, it is worthy of note
that Germany, the home of Luther and the great Reformation
of the sixteenth century, is fast sinking into open and avowed
infidelity.

Many theological Professors in the schools of Germany
have not only themselves become unbelievers, but through
their writings have scattered wide the seeds of error and
skepticism; and it is largely from these writings that many
of the so-called “higher critics” of this and other lands
draw their arguments against the accuracy and authority of
the sacred Scriptures.

It is said by Mr. Cooper, a liberal German, that “Critics
in search of a reputation are unable to find a book of the
New Testament on whose authority they can make an original
assualt.” The statement is current that the number of per-
sons in Germany who disclaim all religion is fourteen times
as great as it was in 1871

A gentleman who has recently been traveling in Ger-
many, in correspondence with the Lutheran Observer, says,
that in Berlin, out of a population of 1,600,000, there are
less than 60,000 church sittings in the entire city. In
Wittenberg, the home of Luther, a city of 16.000 inhabitants,
“for decades only one church has been open, and about four
hundred people attend there.” In Hamburg it is said that
out of a population of 400,000 only 5,000 attend public
worship. Dr. Stocker, the German Court preacher, published
in his own journal the following:—

“With few exceptions the academically educated Ger-
man is alienated from the Christian faith. The amount of
ancient culture and scientific knowledge which he must
take in during the gymnasial time, without a sufficient counter-
balance in the world of Christian and national thought leads
the German mind, if it be not restrained by special influences,
to free thinking and indifference. The discontented condi-
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tion of our whole public life has its chief cause in this. Even
upon our national relations, such false culture confuses and
ungermanizes. In the church it has wrought irreparable
devastation.”

Professor Scott, of the Chicago Theological Seminary,
in a recent address said:—

“Germany is probably sinking in immorality and crime
more rapidly than any other nation in Europe. In some of
the cities half the births are illegitimate. In ten years saloons
have increased by fifty per cent, and the people are fast becom-
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ing sodden with their immoderate beer-drinking.”

While such is the religious situation in the land of the
Reformation, the social and political conditions are conse-
quently such as to awaken fearful forebodings of an ultimate
reign of terror, such as France witnessed a century ago.
To such an extent are socialistic and anarchistic sentiments
prevailing, that the aid of Papacy, from whose tyranny they
fled in the days of Luther, is now being courted in view of
the greater evils of impending anarchy. Surely this is the
time of “distress of nations.”

“THIS IS THE WAY”

“And thine ears shall hear a word behind thee, saying, This is the way, walk ye in it, when ye turn to the right hand, and
when ye turn to the left.”—Isa. 30:21.

How often in the midst of life’s perplexities and trials
have weary hearts felt the need of wise direction and coun-
sel. The counsel sought, however, is not always wise: some-
times it is the counsel of the ungodly and sinmers; and
sometimes that of the immature and inexperienced, and the
results of such counsel are unsatisfactory and often disastrous,
and the way pursued in consequence one of trouble and
darkness. Such is the way of the world; for it is not in the
power of man to direct his own steps. (Jer. 10:23) But not
so is the way of the child of God. He has learned where to
seek counsel, and the counsel of wisdom is always ready to
to come to his aid.

The Prophet describes it as a word, a voice, “behind thee.”
It is not a voice before thee, of some new theology—of Evolu-
tion, or spiritism, or christian science, or other human phil-
osophy—but it is the old theology with all its blessed doc-
trines of hope through Christ our Redeemer and Lord, our
Teacher, our Example and our Leader. It is the voice of the
Lord uttered through his inspired apostles and prophets from
two to four thousand years ago. It is to this Word of
divine inspiration, then, that the prophet would direct the
attention of all those desiring wise counsel; and in that
Word we hear the voice of God, saying, “This is the way
walk ye in it.” If we have come to the forks of the road—
to some crisis in our experience—and know not whether to
turn to the right or to the left, we should stop at once and
listen to the voice. Or in other words, we should turn at once
to the Word of the Lord, and by pondering its precepts and
principles and its illustrations bearing on the perplexing sub-
ject, seek to learn the will of the Lord, asking also the lead-
ing of his spirit and endeavoring to bring the mind into a
loving, submissive and trustful attitude. “This is the way,
walk ye in it,” will be the plain answer to every such in-
quiring heart.

These words of the Prophet were, however, addressed
directly to fleshly Israel, though their application to spirit-
ual Israel is none the less forcible. As applied to them it
foretells the return of divine favor to them when the long
season of their chastisement and blindness shall be at an
end. Then, under the Millennial reign of Christ, the blind
eyes shall be opened and the deaf ears shall be unstopped
and the voice of the whole inspired Word, then made clear
to their understanding, will direct them in the right ways
of the Lord; for the books (the law and the prophets and
the New Testament Scriptures) shall be opened, and they
shall be judged according to their teaching.—Rev. 20:12,

The way then indicated to fleshly Israel and to all the
world will be a grand highway of holiness; and the ran-

somed of the Lord shall go up thereon with songs and
everlasting joy upon their heads (Isa. 35:10); and the
end of that way will be life and peace,—salvation to the
uttermost, from sin and death, and complete restitution to
human perfection.

While the way of life will be made very clear to Israel
and the world in the age to come, it is made none the less
clear now to the children of God who walk by faith and
not by sight., It is shown to be (1) a way of faith; and
those who now walk by faith are the true seed of Abraham
(Rom, 4:12-16), to whom pertain the covenant and the
exceeding great and precious promises in their largest ful-
filment. (2) It is a way of entire consecration to God,
even unto death, which implies the burial of one’s own will
into the will of God—the presenting of self a living sacrifice.

In harmony with these two principles—of faith and con-
secration—we are taught to walk, in newness of life, not after
the flesh, but after the spirit; not as other Gentiles walk
in the vanity of their mind, but circumspectly and not as fools,
but as wise, redeeming the time; and not by sight, but by
faith.—Rom. 6:4; 8:1; Eph. 4:17, 18; 5:15, 16; 2 Cor. 5:7.

By faith and consecration we have come into a new
life as spiritual sons of God, and yet we have this treasure
in earthen vessels and the new life is only in its embyro
condition. Hence the necessity of walking after the spirit-
ual instincts of the new nature and keeping down the
stronger impulses of the old nature. This is what it is to
walk in newness of life, after the spirit, and not after the
flesh. To walk after the flesh is to pursue its hopes, aims
and ambitions; and since the flesh and the spirit are at war
one with the other, it is impossible to maintain the life of
both. Therefore, it is written, “If ye [spirit-begotten ones]
live after the flesh, ye shall die; but if ye, through the spirit
do mortify [put to death] the deeds of the body, ye shall live.”
—Rom. 8:13.

While the Word of the Lord speaks thus on general
principles as to the way in which we should walk, we are
also bidden to come with all the minor affairs of life, to in-
quire of these divine oracles. If we know not whether to
turn to the right or to the left, we come and find the promise,
“Commit thy way unto the Lord, and he will direct thy
steps.” Or, if heavy laden, we find the promise, “Come
unto me, all ye that are weary and heavy laden, and I will
give you rest.” Thus the voice behind brings comfort, peace
and rest in the midst of all life’s cares and trials, if we
walk in obedience to its principles, and precepts. “And as
many as walk according to this rule, peace be on them, and
mercy, and upon the Israel of God.”

PRAY WITHOUT CEASING

Unanswered yet, the prayer your lips have pleaded
In agony of heart these many years?

Does faith begin to fail, is hope declining,

And think you all in vain those falling tears?

Say not the Father has not heard your prayer,
You shall have your desire, sometime, somewhere!

Unanswered yet? Tho, when you first presented
This one petition at the Father’s throne,

It seemed you could not wait the time of asking,
So anxious was your heart to have it done:

If years have passed since then, do not despair;
For God will answer you sometime, somewhere.

Unanswered yet?

Unaswered yet? But you are not unheeded;

The promises of God forever stand;

To him our days and years alike are equal.

Have faith in God! Tt is your Lord’s command.
Hold on to Jacob’s angel, and your prayer

Shall bring a blessing down sometime, somewhere.

Unanswered yet? Nay, do not say unanswered;
Perhaps your part is not yet wholly done.

The work began when first your prayer was uttered;
And God will finish what he has begun.

Keep incense burning at the shrine of prayer,

And glory shall descend, sometimes, somewhere.

Faith cannot be unanswered;

Her feet are firmly planted on the Rock.

Amid the wildest storms she stands undaunted,
Nor quails before the loudest thunder shock.

She knows Omnipotence has heard her prayer,

And cries, “It shall be done,” sometime, somewhere.

Mrs. F. G. Burroughs.
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JOHN THE BAPTIST BEHEADED

1. QUAR., LESSON I, JAN., 6, MARK 6:17-29,

Golden Tewt—*“Fear not them which kill the body, but are
not able to kill the soul.”—Matt. 10:28.

John the Baptist was the last of the prophets, and the
greatest, in that the special favor was granted to him
of being the forerunner and introducer of the Messiah. Aside
from his privilege in this respect and his faithfulness in
the position to which he was called, we see in the man a most
worthy and beautiful character. He was self-sacrificing
and devoted to God—willing to fare on locusts and wild
honey, to be clothed in coarse clothing and to make his
abode in the desert, because the special service to which he
was called required such conditions.

Then when the multitudes, drawn by the power of God
manifested in him, came to him from every quarter, and he
became very popular, never did he seem lifted up with
pride and vanity. Even when the Son of God came to be
baptized of him, instead of becoming vain under such an
honor, he shrank from the task, saying, “I have mneed to
be baptized of thee, and comest thou to me?” No thought
of envy or self-cxaltation seems to have entered his mind.
He was willing that his glory should be totally eclipsed by
the presence of the one greater than he—his cousin according
to the flesh—yet whose shoe’s latchet he declared himself
unworthy to loose. “He must increase,” said he, “but I
must decrease;” and while the fame of Jesus was being
noised abroad, the worthy prophet soon found himself within
the confines of a prison dungeon where he was cruelly be-
headed, as the world’s reward for his faithfulness to his
mission.

And his disciples, who had become the disciples of Jesus,
hearing of it, came and took his body and buried it, and
went and told Jesus. No doubt, the Lord sympathized with
the sadness of the occasion, and groaned in spirit as he
did at the grave of Lazarus,—because the time for the
powers of darkness to work had not yet come to an end,
and until it does those that live godly shall suffer perse-
cution; and often, as also in his own case subsequently,
even unto death. Evidently John’s course was finished. He
had fulfilled his mission and proved his worthiness of a
distinguished place in the earthly phase of the kingdom of
God. Consequently there was no effort on the Lord’s part
to interfere with, or to influence, the powers of darkness that
for a year restrained John’s liberty and finally took his life.

While the Lord never in any way interfered with the

course of this world, either to instruct, reprove or over-
power, but confined his ministry in all these respects to
Israel, the course of John in boldly and openly reproving
the king, who was not an Israelite, but a Gentile and a
godless and wicked tyrant, was in marked contrast. We
are at a loss to account for this contrast, and for the seem-
ing lack of wisdom on John’s part in this matter, until we
call to mind the typical character of John to which atten-
tion has already heen called. (See M. Dawn, Vor. 11, Chap.
vire.) In this view of the matter we see King Herod as
the representative of the world power of the present time,
Herodias, his unlawful wife, as the representative or type
of the ecclesiastical power of Christendom now seeking and
longing for union with, and the co-operation of, the civil
powers. Such is to be the result of the present movements
in both civil and ecclesiastical circles for closer bonds of
sympathy and co-operation. John, as we have shown, was
a striking type of the true church in the “harvest” or end of
this age. We, like John, must stand aloof from all those
whose ery is, “A confederacy, a confederacy!” (Isa. 8:11-13);
and by our teaching and example declare unlowful the pro-
poseg and sure to come union between church and civil govern-
ment.

The type is a striking one, and the fulfilment thus far
is none the less so; but carried to its end it gives to the
faithful overcoming church a premonition of the approach-
ing final test of faithfulness. As the course of John in-
curred the wrath of the infamous woman who ruled the
king and thereby accomplished John’s beheading, so the
course of the John class—the true church—will incur the
wrath of the antitype. And the culmination of that wrath
will doubtless bring about the dark night foretold by the Lord
and the prophet, and typfied by John’s imprisonment (John
9:4; Tsa, 21:12), wherein no man can labor in the great
“harvest” work. And as John never emerged from that
prison, save to enter the deeper dungeon of the grave, from
whence God will in due time bring him forth to power and
glory, so when the coming night imprisons and fetters the
faithful elect, the only deliverance they can hope for will be
through the depths of the valley of the shadow of death
into the glorious kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ, whose they are and whom they serve.

For an explanation of the golden text see our issue of Feb.
1893—“What saith the Scriptures about Hell.”

FEEDING THE FIVE THOUSAND

1. QUAR., LESSON II, JAN. 13, MARK 6:30-44.

Golden Text—“He hath filled the hungry with good things.”
—ULuke 1:53.

Somewhat previous to the martyrdom of John the Baptist,
the Lord had sent his disciples out to preach the Gospel
of the kingdom in the villages of Galilee, himself going also.
The news of John’s death and the possible effect upon their
work of this sudden outburst of royal wrath seems to have
brought them all together again to take counsel of the
Lord. It was quite possible that the persecution might ex-
tend to the disciples of John and to Jesus whom he had
baptized and introduced. Or, on the other hand, there was
danger of a revolt against the government which had thus
outraged the public sense of honor and decency; for John was
generally regarded as a great prophet: and such a revolt
might tend to the immediate advancement of Jesus to the
kingly office; for his fame had spread abroad throughout the
nation, and indeed throughout the world.—Matt. 4:23, 24;
Luke 4:14, 15, 37; 5:15; Mark 6:33; Matt. 14:1; 9:26, 31.

Doubtless it was in view of these considerations, as
well as of the necessity, on the part of his disciples for rest
and spiritual refreshment from himself, that Jesus coun-
selled their retirement with him to a rural retreat beyond
the dominions of Herod, where they might rest awhile.
Just g0 the Lord would have all his disciples come to him for
counsel and for rest and refreshment. “He never asks of
us such busy labor as finds no time for resting at his feet.”
Nor would he have us rest too long when other weary hearts
are waiting for our ministries of love and consolation.
His invitation is, not to the listless and idle, but to the
active souls—*“Come unto me, all ye that labor and are
heavy laden, and I will give you rest”—rest in the midst
of vour cares and trials and perplexities, a sweet rest of
mind, and peace, which the world with all its delusive charms
can never give. nor with all its sin and woe can ever take away.

Tn this case the season of retirement continued only
nntil their hoat landed on the opposite shore or the sea of

Parallel Accounts—Matt. 14:13-21; Luke 9:10-17; John 6:1-14

Then came refreshment of their faith, the inspiring of their
zeal and the revival of their hopes as they heard the Master’s
gracious words to the multitudes and witnessed his miracles
of healing (Matt. 14:14) and finally the great miracle of
feeding the whole multitude to their satisfaction on the five
loaves and two fishes, so marvelously increased that twelve
bagkets of fragments were gathered after they had been fed.

While the chief object of the miracle was doubtless to re-
inforce and establish the faith of the apostles, its secondary
object and actual effect upon the multitudes was very sim-
ilar; for they said, “This is of a truth that prophet that
should come into the world.” But “when Jesus perceived
that they would come and take him by force to make him
king, he departed again into a mountain himself alone.”
(John 6:14, 15) The Lord afterward on another occa-
sion Matt. 16:9, 10) sought to further impress upon the
minds of his apostles the lesson of faith which this miracle
was given to establish in them specially.

It is further worthy of notice that the Lord’s miracles
of feeding and of healing were performed, not upon his
consecrated disciples, but upon others. His followers hav-
ing covenanted to share with him in the work of sacrifice,
might therefore, like him, avail themselves only of the nat-
ural means of recuperation, relinquishing all right, claim
and title to all restitution privileges. When Christ was
weary, he rested (John 4:6); when he was hungry, he par-
took of food, and never in any case worked a miracle for
his own present henefit, nor for his disciples. (Matt. 5:2-4;
2 Cor. 12:8-10) The disciples also followed his example
any other course being inconsistent with their covenant.

The golden text is a part of the prophetic utterance of
Elizabeth in her salutation of Mary prior to the birth of
Christ. It has reference to the restitution blessings to be
granted to all the meek of the earth through the Millennial
reign of Christ. As in many other prophedies, the stand-
point of the future is taken and the things are spoken of
See Isa. 9:6; 40:1, 2; Zech. 9:12;

Galilee, where ahnut five thousand men, besides women as accomplished facts.
and children (Matt, 14:21), awaited the Lord’s ministry. Tom. 4:17.
(9-10) [1754]



CHRIST THE BREAD OF LIFE

1. QUAR., LESSON IIL, JAN. 20, JOHN 6:25-35.

Golden Text—*“He gave them bread from heaven to eat.”
—John 6:31.

After the miracle of the feeding of the five thousand,
and the manifested disposition of the people to take him
by force to make him a king, Jesus, knowing that such
was not the Father’s plan, withdrew from the multitude and
even from his disciples, sending them in advance of him to
Capernaum, while he retired to the mountain alone for a
season of communion with God. Possibly his human nature
felt the force of the temptation to accept of present advance-
ment and at once enter upon the work of blessing the world,
instead of pursuing the long and tedious purpose of God. It
was a repetition of the temptation in the wilderness, and he
doubtless needed the reinforcement of divine grace through
prayer and communion with God. And if our Lord needed
frequent seasons of such communion, how much more do we,
his followers. Let us remember his words, “Watch and
pray, that ye enter not into temptation,”

Before the day dawned, the Lord improved another op-
portunity to impress upon his disciples the lesson of his
divine anointing. Walking upon the waves of a stormy sea,
he bade them trust him, saying, “It is I, be not afraid.”

The day following proved how eager and excited the peo-
ple were over the power of Jesus manifested among them;
for multitudes had taken ship to Capernaum seeking
for him. Their seeking him, however, was not from a clear
apprehension of his divine credentials, but rather from
curiosity and probably an increasing determination to push
forward to the ruling position, from which they presumed
he shrank merely from a sense of modesty.

Verses 26, 27. The Lord read their thoughts and sought
to draw their attention away from the mere facts of his
miracles to the lessons which they and all Israel should have
learned from them; viz, that they were the divine testi-

monials to his Messiahship, the seals of God, whereby they
might know him, and that therefore they should believe
on him and become his disciples and followers.

Verses 28, 29. To their question, “What shall we do
that we might work the works of God”—the works that
would please God—he replied that the work most pleasing
and acceptable to God would be their exercise of faith in him,
as the one whom God had sent in fulfilment of his promise to
their fathers. Thus the Lord indicated the importance of
a right faith. Many today ask the same question, hoping
to please God by their works, and underrating the importance
of faith. Such a course is contrary to the Lord’s teach-
ing: first get the faith rightly established in Christ; receive
him into the heart, and then out of the heart filled with his
spirit will flow words and deeds pleasing to God. Without
faith—the faith inspired by the divine Word—it is impos-
sible to please God.

Verses 30-36. In their unbelief the quibbling multitude
began to draw a comparison between the miracle which
Jesus had worked in their midst and the more extensive
miracle of feeding all Israel in the wilderness with manna
from heaven; and they demanded a similar sign. But no
such gratification was granted them: they had sufficient
evidence upon which to found faith had they been so dis-
posed, and upon that evidence Jesus founded his claim and
declared himself the bread of life—the manna sent down from
heaven, the bread of life for all Israel and the world as well.
This gift of God, this bread from heaven, was a greater
miracle than the feeding with manna in the wilderness.

Those who partake of this manna, he declared, should
never die. Though they sleep (in the Adamic death), they
shall not be hurt of the eternal death (the second death)
from which there shall be no resurrection,

“OUT OF DARKNESS INTO

My Dear Sir:—MILLENNIAL DAWN was introduced to
me by some of its opponents; and after spending about nine
months endeavoring to prove its teaching to be wrong, I came
to the conclusion that it is perfectly Seriptural. I have since
joined a small class we have near here, and we meet every
Sunday and Tuesday, with a view to learning from the Bible
the “present” truth.

I heartily thank our Father for the truths he has been
pleased to publish through yourself, and my earnest prayer
is that as each of us comes more fully into the light, we
may realize the more our responsibility as “bondservants”
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, through whom alone
is possible our acceptance, May we live every day as in his
presence. Yours in the one faith, J. H. JEFFERY.

GENTLEMEN :—I take pleasure in availing myself of the
offer made in one of your excellent tracts, which found its
way into my hands, and request your generosity to send
me “A Reply to Ingersoll” and whatever other tracts you
believe would be beneficial to one who has been driven in-
to skepticism by the pernicious teachings of Orthodoxy;
assured that he will take pains to spread the truth where-
ever he can, as fast as he can get hold of it himself. Sin-
cerely yours, C. A,

DEAR BROTHER:—A brother recently picked up, among
the rubbish of the freight room of a railway station, an
old, well-worn copy of a book, entitled MILLENNIAL DAWN.
He read it with increasing interest, and then handed it to
me with the request that I read it and get the other vol-
umes of the series. T have only glanced over the volume,
but find many things that are in accord with my own ideas
of God’s Plan of Redemption, and hence am the more anxious
to secure the entire series. Please send me your catalogue,
and oblige, Fraternally yours, B. L. B.

DeEaR BROTHER RUSSELL:—Several months ago I decided
to write, informing you of my appreciation of your labors
and expressing my deep gratitude to you, as the instrument
of the divine spirit, in my enlightenment in the blessed
“harvest truth;” but though tardy in acknowledging my
indebtedness, I trust you will believe that my appreciation
and gratitude are not the less sincere.

Remarkable indeed is the change that has taken place
in my life since reading MILENNIAL DawN. The world ap-
pears new, for “old things have passed away.” It is only
about a year since I left the mominal church, yet it seems

like an age, so great is the disparity between my past and,
present beliefs.
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HIS MARVELOUS LIGHT”

Bro. Pearson (whose experience is similar) and I had
been for about seven years local preachers in the Primitive
Methodist denomination; but for some months prior to our
leaving, we had been restless and dissatified The hollow-
ness of the religious life of the Orthodox churches, the
shallow thought, the assumed authority and the greed of many
of its teachers had caused a feeling within us, which was
sufficiently manifested to induce among our friends grave
uneasiness concerning our spiritual welfare. The trend of our
life undoubtedly was toward the so-called “liberal thought”
of the day. Both of us, by nature ambitious, naturally
sought to be in the advance guard of religious truth.

One doctrine that was a great factor in causing our
dissatisfaction with Orthodoxy, was that of “hell.” For
some months before we left the church we prided our-
selves upon the fact that we never alluded to that place of
eternal torture, except in a condemnatory tome, in any of
our sermons. We could not prove that it was not taught
in the Secriptures, yet we thought that somehow it must be
untrue. At any rate, we did not believe in it, but instead
made rapid progress toward Universalism. The climax was
brought about hy Bro. Pearson reading a Christadelphian
work, which had been in his house for years. He passed
it on to me, and I too, fell under its influence. To our
minds, dissatisfied with the palpable errors of Orthodoxy.
and unlearned in the true teaching of Scripture, there seemed
no escape from its logic. But we were by no means satis-
fled, for our hearts craved something broader and kind-
lier than its narrow and harsh doctrines. We felt we could
do nothing else than sever our connection with “Babylon.”
It cuts us to the heart to do so, for to hoth of us the church
had seemed a second home. Our friends and relations were
its members, We had attained a position of some honor
and influence in connection therewith. e were besought
not to leave. It was a dark trial to leave the church of
our fathers; it was a dark trial to be forced to believe in
the doctrines of Christadelphianism. We sought to escape
from its domination, we held interviews with several gen-
tlemen representing sects who made professions of having
come out of the ‘“churches.” It was of no avail. The
only result of the interviews was to make us wonder whv
they made so much noise about coming out; for on al-
most all, if not all, fundamental points their beliefs were
marvelously alike. But after a few weeks of great trouble
we met Bro. Pickworth, previously connected with the same
church, who lent us the Dawns and one or two numbers of
the TowerR. Our darkness was changed to light: we felt
that we had obtained that for whieh our hearts had so
long been hungering. What wonderful things they have
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brought to light from the Scriptures!
praise the dear Lord.

After two or three months’ study of the “harvest truth,”
we commenced preaching services in the town hall. It has
been an uphill work. OQur experience has brought us to
concur heartily in the belief expressed in a recent TowER—
that the most effective factor in spreading the truth is the

I cannot sufficiently

ZION’'S WATCH TOWER

ALLEGHENY, Pa.

printed page. I enclose order for two Pounds. Please send
me the value in DawnNs, also some copies of that excellent
tract, “Do you know?” and any others you may deem suitable.
We feel the solemn responsibility of our position as pion-
eers of the harvest truth in this Austral land. We ask your
prayers on our behalf. Yours in Christ,
Jorn W. FLACK.

SELECTIONS FOR THE FAMILY CIRCLE

‘‘THE INELEGANCE OF HURRY’’

There is an idea prevalent that to be in a hurry is a
sign of importance, of large business and large achievements.
It is a serious mistake. An experienced person always mis-
trusts the man who hurries, for he fails in emergencies.
Serenity of mind and leisurely action are necessary to fine
work of any kind. It is in leisure that the mind assim-
ilates best.

Scipio Africanus declared, “I am never less at leisure
than when at leisure.” A rare bit of wisdom of which all
reflective minds know the value, If we admit this as true,
the inelegance of a hurried manner has the best of reasons.
It is wasteful, inconsistent with the finest action, and is
caused by a man losing control of himself, and suggests an
uneasy, indecisive mind.

A distinetion, however, should be recognized between ac-
tivity and excited hurry, and between slowness and self-pos-
session.  Activity with self-possession is the desirable con-
dition.

TROUBLES MADE BEAUTIFUL

Most of the shells of the oyster are pearly in the interior;
and as the true pearls are merely morbid growths, they may
all produce pearls of various qualities. The formation of
pearls is caused by the introduction of irritating substances,
such as grains of sand, between the mantle and the shell.
The irritation causes the animal to cover the obnoxious
object with layers of pearl, which generally attach the foreign
body to the interior of the shell. The Chinese produce
pearls artificially by placing substances in the position just
described; and we have seen some sghells to the interior of
which small metal images were attached by this pearly
secretion. [See Vol. VII. comments on Rev. 21:21.]

When we look at a pearl, we look at an annoyance which
has been ennobled. The oyster by itself is of merely nominal
value. But the result of the oyster’s own treatment of its
irritation—the pearl—is something “of great price.”” Apart
from its pecuniary worth this gem has a moral significance.
It suggests that troubles may be made beautiful, and reminds

us that amongst mankind some martyrs are more remembered
for the glory with which they invested their sorrows than
for any other portion of their lives. Biography has its
moral pearls, which are treasured long after the creators of
them have perished, just as material pearls are valued long
years after the oysters have been discarded.
GOD CHOOSETH

There are men who have strong and laudable desires
to serve the Lord, and who fervently pray for his glory;
but he does not always seem to hear their prayers. There are
various reasons for this, Sometimes men are unfit for the
Lord’s service. They are not purged from their sins; they
are not vessels unto honor, fitted for the Master’s use; and
so he sets them aside as not adapted to his work. Some-
times men wish to do great things, but find themselves
straitened, hindered, limited and ecircumscribed; sometimes
they are reserved for still greater work; in other cases they
are rejected of the Lord for reasons well known to him.

Moses longed to lead Israel into Canaan, but he was
not permitted to enter the promised land. So David would
gladly have built the Temple at Jerusalem, but the Lord
would not accept that service at his hands. Paul was for-
bidden by the holy Spirit to preach the gospel in Asia, and
though he essayed to go into Bithynia, the Spirit suffered
him not. In like manner we may have desires and aspira-
tions for usefulness which will never be gratified. The
Lord may see that we could not bear the exaltation and
the honor which we seek. He knows far better than we do
what is for our good, and so he would have us rest con-
tented in his providence, not idle, but diligent; not care-
less, but watchful; not indifferent, but full of intense, earnest
longing to do the will of God; yet patient under restraint,
and content to be neglected and forgotten, remembering that
“they also serve who only stand and wait,” and that the
Lord in his own well-chosen hour can lead us forth to fulfill
his purposes of grace.

Vor. XVI

ALLEGHENY, PA., JANUARY 15, 1895

No. 2

VIEWS FROM

THE TOWER

THE RELIGIOUS VIEW

One of the sensations of the world during the past few
months has been the disclosures made before the LExow CoM-
MITTEE of investigations, showing that the government of the
¢ity of New York has for years been in league with gamblers,
the keepers of immoral houses and thieves; and that probably
millions of dollars were paid within the past fifteen years to
the “Tammany’’ democracy by merchants and others for special
police protection. and by thieves and others as blackmail to
<ave them from justice.

The public, irrespective of party, rejoices to be relieved of
such polluting parasites, and its thanks and commendations
ro out in large measure to the Rev, Dr. Parkhurst (Presby-
terian), whose energy and perseverence had very much to do
with the present exposure.

The public has an eye to utility, and sees in this a new
field of usefulness for ministers. The public sees no value in
faith, but great value in works. It virtually says: ‘“Ministers
are useful in their way—they help to keep up the moral tone
of <ociety by Sunday orations, visit the sick and offer con-
solations to the bereaved at funerals; and why not keep their
eyes on our office-holders and be ready and active in every
reform? Would not this be a most practical way of enforcing
Christian principles respecting honesty, etc., and a way that
would make the churches and their ministers more popular?”

Ministers will at first disdain such a course, but as it will
appear more and more that it would please and interest the
public, and as purely religious interest will be seen to be
feiling, we may be sure that ambition will lead out one min-
ister after another into this new field—political, moral and
religious combined—until it will be once more considered quite
the proper thing (as in the days of Calvin and Zwingli), and
church and state will he practically one, although still theoreti-

cally two. Keep watch along this line: yon will see it grad-
ually draw nearer until the federative union of all Protestant
denominations shall have been accomplished—then matters
will move forward rapidly.

Reliable accounts of the atrocious attack recently made by
Turkish soldiers (Mohammedans) on several villages of Arme-
nian Catholics in Turkey show that the spirit of savagery still
exists in the breasts of fallen men as much as it did during
the so-called “dark ages.” Men, women and children were shot,
stabbed and cut to pieces, their houses were set on fire and
the occupants driven back with swords and bayonets when they
attempted to escape. The descriptions almost equal the history
of massacres of Waldenses, Huguenots, etc., by the papists.

THE BIBLE DANGEROUS TO AUTOCRACY

In southern Russia, especially in the Polish provinces, there
resides a class of very simple hearted Christians, who are toc
enlightened from a Scriptural standpoint to have fellowship
in the forms, ceremonies and image worship of either the
Greek or Roman Catholic churches. Since no other Christian
churches or worship are tolerated in Russia, these have no
preachers or preaching services. They have for years, how-
ever, held prayer meetings at which sometimes one of their
number would have a Bible and read therefrom to their gen-
eral edification. These meetings usually last one hour (we
are under the impression that a law hinders a longer session),
and the people have been nick-named “Stundisfs,” from the
German word, meaning an hour.

Some years ago one of our brethren (now interested in
the present truth) was arrested and compelled to leave the
country, because as a Bible Society’s agent he was quietly
circulating the Bible amongst these poor people. They are
brought to our attention now by the decree of the Russian
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government, published in the Official Messenger, Degember 5,
’94, prohibiting the “Stundists” from holding their prayer
meetings and declaring them to be a religious sect most dan-
gerous to the church and state. Yes! the Bible, in its purity
and simplicity, is always dangerous to the prosperity of super-
stition and tyranny—and however meek and law-abiding its
adherents may be, they must be suppressed, so far as priest
craft can control the governmental arm.

How long will it be after the coming federative union of
all Protestant denominations and their entente cordiale with
the papacy, before they will feel that ZioN’s WarcH TowER
and MILLENNIAL DAWN are “dangerous” to their welfare, be-
cause they hold up to the common people the word of God in
its simplicity? e are expecting that time to come, but not
for at least ten years in Great Britain and in this land, where
liberty has made and will yet make its bravest struggle. Mean-
time, let all who love the truth serve it diligently., “Labor
while it is called today, for the night cometh wherein no man
can work.”

The Guardian, Bombay, India, says on this subject:

“The same spirit of intolerance is spreading toward all who
love and worship God according to the holy Scriptures in that
country. The British and foreign Bible Societies’ depot in
Kiev has been closed by the order of the Governor-General,
Count Ignatieff. A further step has been taken by an order,
which is published in several Russian papers, forbidding the
colportage of Bibles carried on in the provinces which stand
under this Governor.

“It is alleged, as the ground of this prohibition, that the
Societies’ workers have been guilty of spreading the doctrines
of ‘Stundism.’ What has led to such a charge is difficult to
see, as the colporteurs are in almost all cases loyal members
of the Russian church, and have received stringent injunctions
to avoid implications with all forbidden movements. In the
district of Saraisk, in a certain village, the chief of the rural
gendarmerie had observed that several peasants were in the
habit of meeting in the cottage of one of their number, where
they read the Gospels, prayed and sang hymns. Suspecting
these persons to be ‘Stundists,” the officer raided the place and
arrested ten peasants, who were assembled in religious con-
clave. Before the local magistrates the accused declared that
they were faithful Orthodox believers, but that, as the Serip-
tures were never read or expounded to them by the priests,
they claimed the right to do this for themselves. The court
held that the case came within the rescript with regard to
the ‘Stundists,” and each of the accused peasants was fined
fifty }"ubles (about $37), or, in default, ten weeks’ imprison-
ment.

STILL LATER ADVICES

The clergy of the Greek Catholic church of southern Russia
recently met at Kiev to discuss the present position and pros-
pects of the “Stundists.” Its report has just been presented
to Governor General Ignatieff. It states that in their opinien
Stundism is no longer able to attract great masses of the

eople from the Greek or “Orthodox” church. They thank the
%overnor-General for the help of the secular arm in combating
heresy, and state that the measures most effective were the
following: (1) Forbidding the meeting together of the heretics
for prayer. (2) Forbidding the colportage of the British Bible
Society. (3) The ordinance by which children baptized into
the “Orthodox” or Greek church can be removed from the
guardianship of either parent becoming connected with the
Stundists. (4) Forbidding Stundists from membership or
other association in societies of artisans. (5) The enactment
preventing Stundists from purchasing land.

Truly these Stundists must be our “brethren;” for their
only crimes (?7) seem to be love for the Lord, a desire to
worship him in the spirit of the truth, and a desire to be
separate from the Greek quarter of “that great city,”
Babylon. Give them your sympathy and prayers. Should the
Lord open the door for it these people would doubtless he
found hungry and thirsty for the truth, and we should take
pleasure in doing what we could to serve it to them. But
there is little hope now, since even the Bible Society’s repre-
sentatives have been excluded. The “night” has already come
to them. Let us the more diligently Iabor for others upon
whom such restrictions have not yet come.

ENCOURAGING A MILITARY SPIRIT

It is well known that Roman Catholics have for years en-
couraged the military spirit amongst their young and middle-
aged men, who are known as “Hibernian Rifles,” and other
names, and are regularly drilled and equipped. The American
Protective Association freely charges that the basement of
nearly every Catholic church is an arsenal, well stocked with
rifles and general ammunitions of war, ready for a conflict,
which they hold will be incited by papists to get possession
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of the government. But we pass by this view, which if it ever
was Rome’s policy we believe has been abandoned, at least for
the present, in favor of more cunning as well as more peace-
able methods of gaining the same desired end; and we now
call attention to the fact that the military spirit not only per-
meates all the colleges of the land (to many of which the
United States government regularly supplies free professors
of military tactics), but is being adopted by enterprising
Protestant Sunday School Superintendents in the larger cities
all over our land. Summer picnics and Christmas treats and
Sunday School papers and books are growing stale, and some-
thing new must be devised to fix the religious interest of the
rising generation and hold them in the Sunday School, which
will also insure the presence of female scholars.

We do not charge the promoters of this new enterprise
with any really bad motives: they are certainly free from
Jesuitical schemes. But what a commentary it is upon the
gpiritual condition of the various denominations of Christen-
dom that they are not only blind and cannot see afar off, and
have [almost] forgotten that they were purged from their old
sins (2 Pet. 1:9), but they are so very blind that they do not
see that the spirit they are cultivating is the very reverse of
the Spirit of Christ, who is called “the Prince of Peace,” and
who declared: “They that take the sword shall perish with
the sword,” and said, My kingdom is not of this world, else
would my servants fight, but now because ye are not of the
world [and under my teachings are opposed to wars, fightings,
ete,, and are children of the “God of peace”], therefore the
world [which is of the other spirit] hateth you.—Matt. 26:52;
John 18:36; 15-19.

As we look out from our office window we see three com-
panies of boys, ranging in years from ten to twenty, in blue
uniforms and with imitation (wooden) guns and swords
drilling in front of the First Presbyterian church; and picking
up the daily paper we note that the same is going on every
where, and that within the past few days the Secretary of
War, by influential request, loaned a lot of regular military
repeating rifles to a company of the larger Christian (7?)
soldier boys of one of the New York church Sunday Schools,
and that they gave “a very creditable exhibition,” which drew
to them general attention and applause for their skill.

Our thoughts run on into the future in line with what
God’s Word shows us is “coming upon the world,” and we
wonder how any can be so blind as not to see that

“All things are onward moving”
in perfect accord with what God has prophetically outlined.

Truly the morning cometh, when the nations “shall beat
their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning-
hooks, neither shall they learn war any more.” (Isa. 2:4)
But that time lies beyond a dark intervening ‘night,” and
for that night all the world is preparing, consciously or un-
consciously. This, too, is pointed out by the Prophet, who
cries the Lord’s message to this Laodicean phase of Chris-
tendom, saying:

“Proclaim ye this among the nations, prepare war, wake up
the mighty men; . . . let them come up—all the men of war.
Beat your plow-shares into swords, and your pruning-knives
into spears: let the weak say, ‘I am a hero.”” Assemble has-
tily together, and come, all ye nations from every side, and
gather yourselves together: Thither, O Jehovah, cause thy
mighty ones to come down!

“Let the nations awake, and come up to the valley of
Jehoshaphat [God’s pleading judgment]; for there will I
sit to judge all the nations from every side. . . . Multitudes,
multitudes, are in the valley of decision [trial, crisis], for near
is the day of Jehovah in the valley of decision. Sun and moon
[Gospel and Law] are obscured and the brilliancy of the stars
[teachers, especially the apostles—Rev. 12:1] is obscured.
And the Lord will roar out of Zion [the elect church], and
from Jerusalem [Israel in restoration] will send forth his
voice; and the heavens [nominal church] and the earth
[society] shall quake; but the Lord shall be a refuge for his
people, and a stronghold for the sons of Israel.”—Joel 3:9-186.

LET YOUR LIGHT SHINE

“There are ministers of the Gospel who are losing golden
opportunities for usefulness, because they have not been called
to fill a conspicuous pastorate. Their light, they are quite
sure, was intended for a lighthouse on some oft-traveled sea,
and they cannot come down to the humble destiny and duty
of a village lamp.”—New York Observer.

This same fault can be found nearer home. How many of
God’s children, readers of the WaTcm TowER, are praying to
God to open to them some great work to do in his name and
for the spread of his truth, and are neglecting opportunities
God has already given them in their homes and in their neigh-
borhoods, ete. The Lord loves most the humble who take hold

[1757]



(18-19)

of the most important work they sce to do and do it with their

might, and when he wants a servant for an important place

in his service he gives the opening to these humble ones. Their

humility permits him to honor them without injuring them,

and thus permits them more and more to honor him.
PROTESTANT INCONSISTENCIES

Of all religionists “Protestants” seem the most inconsistent.
Evangelist Moody continues to charge Protestants a good stiff
price for reviving them, but shows his love for papists by
donating %500 to help build a Roman Catholic church, and by
prolubiting the sale upon his school premises of a newspaper
containing an anti-Romanist article.

The World's Parliament of Religions clearly showed that
many professed ministers of Christ were not only ready to
ignore the faith, but even the name of Christ—to draw men
after them.

Recently a Baptist church edifice was dedicated, and all the
denominations of the town were represented at the ceremony
by their ministers except the Roman Catholic. For his con-
sistency and honesty the priest was roundly denounced. His
reply was to the effect that ha recognized a wide difference
between the teachings of his church and that of the one to be
honored by the dedicatory services, and that he wished to be
consistent and honest in his conduct as well as in his pro-
fessions.

A Jewish <ynagogue was dedicated in Cleveland, and
Protestant ministers vied with each other at the service to
show that faith in Christ means nothing. This is not Chris-
tian love. or “love of the brethren,” so highly commended by
the Apostle as one of the evidences that we “have passed from
death wunto life.” It is worldly love—the result either of
1gnorance or of dicloyalty to Christ. It is the kind of love
mentioned in the Seriptures thus: “If any man love the world,
the love of the Father is not in him.”

Far better, far more consistent, is the Jewish view of the
matter, expressed by the Jewish Fxponent, as follows:

“The participation of Christian divines in the services at
Jewish houses of worship, a notahle instance of which—at the
dedication of a synagogue in Cleveland—has attracted atten-
tion. is accepted as a welcome evidence of good-will and mutual
toleration, 1f it has no under or deeper significance.

“Tt must be confes<ed, however, that the expression of this
sentiment 1n this way does not seem specially appropriate.
For men to ignore bhroad lines of demarkation, and to an-
nounce a harmony where none exists, can only lead to eventual
discord.  We prefer that Christians and Jews shall remain
distinet in the domain of religion, mutually respecting each
other’s convictions, hut agreeing to disagree on this one sub-
jeet. On all others they can join hands, or at least the lines
of cleavage will he other than between Jews and Christians,

“On occasions of large and general importance, even of
rchgious significance, it may not be unmeet for Jews and
Christians to Join where no sectarian question is at issue. On
other occasions it is hetter to follow the Mosaic injunction not
to remove the landmarks.”

Not a great while ago a conference of Christians and Jews
was held in the ¥irst M. E. Church of Chicago, in which min-
isters of several denominations took prominent part, notably
Revs W. I, Blackstone, C. A. Blanchard, D. C. Marquis, E. P.

Goodwin  The meetings werc opened and closed with devo-
tional  “exercices”—singing, praver, ete., and the name of

Chirist was entirely ignored—even the benediction was Moses’
blessing written off and read for the occasion.

The Chicago Tribune criticized the matter and interviewed
hoth Jews and Christians on the subject. The Jewish Rabbi
said-

*1t was undoubitedlv the intention on the part of those
who arranged the affair to have all reference to Christ and
the Trinity omitted from the devotional exercises. As such
it was a great concession on their part, and I think an unfor-
tunate one  More than that. it was the most inconsistent in
those who believe that praver should he offered in the name
of Christ. Tt seems to me that the whole thing was unfor-
tunate

“I do not wish to be understood as questioning the honest
mtent of the momaters of the conference. I was of the im-
pression that 1t was a scheme to convert us, and wrote Mr.
Blackstone that were such the case he had hetter not waste
hi= efforts. He assured me that such was not the case and I
am now conviuced to that effect. I am quite certain it did
no good and I hope it did no harm. T was amused at one
thing  Mr . Blackstone azked me 1f T thought the conference
would draw a crowd. T replied that it certainly would, as
anything in the nature of a show was certain to draw well
in Chieago. He replied that he intended to take from it the
character of a show by having devotional exercises. I was
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much surprised at that, wondering all the while how Jews
and Christians could possibly worship together. You see, I
did not think they would eliminate Christ. It was done, 1
suppose, to give the conference a solemn character. This end,
however, was not fully attained, as I was often interrupted
during my address by applause.”
THE SOCIAL VIEW

In England the special representatives of the lower classes
in Parlisment are yearly becoming more numerous, and cor-
respondingly the demand is urged that members of Parliament
shall receive a salary of £300 ($1,500) per year, and that all
election expenses be paid by the government. The demand will
become a law—though perhaps at first modified so as to apply
only to those who will declare themselves as needing such
assistance. Hitherto no salaries have been paid, so that all
except men of means have been practically barred out.

* * *

In Germany the various parties of socialistic tendency are
becoming very strong. Recently, when cheers for the Emperor
were proposed in the Reichstag (the German Congress), some
of its members refused to join. The government representative
attempted to make an example by punishing the disloyalty,
but was greatly surprised that the Reichstag, by a vote of
nearly two to one, refused to punish.

The government (that is, the Emperor, through his repre-
sentative) is about to introduce a new bill, giving the Em-
peror more power and limiting the scope of the Reichstag’s
powers. This, of course, will be opposed by all Liberals and
Socialists, and the government expects to be forced to make
concessions to the church of Rome, in order to secure the
votes of the Roman Catholic members, who are thoroughly
under the control of the Papacy, and can be relied upon to
vote for anything that will promote its interests. The news-
papers representing the Catholic party are very strong in their
opposition to the new measures for restricting the Reichstag’s
powers; but those familiar with their methods assert that
this is only to secure the larger price—the greater concessions
to Papacy—for their votes when the time for voting arrives.

The London Daily Chronicle gives the following account:

“Yesterday we predicted that the coming session of the
German Reichstag would be a very stormy one, but we little
thought that its first sitting would be marked by a ‘scene of
tumult almost unequaled in the history of the Imperial Par-
liament.! The Socialists refused to join in a cheer for the
Emperor, at the instance of the President—refused even to rise
from their seats. This was indeed a very ominous inaugura-
tion of the parliamentary sittings in the new Reichshaus,
Indeed, it will take rank as a kind of historical landmark.

“Substitute ‘King’ for ‘Emperor’ and it may be said that a
precisely similar scene occurred yesterday in the Belgian
Chamber of Deputies, when a Socialist Deputy protested
against all royal grants. The reply of the Premier was to
call upon the House to give three cheers for the King. This
was goading the Socialists into a further demonstration, and
they retaliated hy crying, ‘Long live the People! Down with
the Capitalists!’”

* * *

In the French Chamber of Deputies (the French Congress)
a Socialist member recently introduced a bill granting a small
city the right to establish a drug store, to be operated in the
interest of the citizens. This was intended to be an entering
wedge for communistic principles in all kinds of business and
in every city of France. The measure was voted down by a
large majority; but its advocate declared that revolution
would yet accomplish what was pea(;eably refused.

*

Greater precautions than ever before are now being taken
against assassins in and about the President’s mansion in
Washington. Twenty-four policemen, divided into three
watches. guard it day and night. Within the past month a
sentry box has been placed in the middle of the roadway and
about fifty feet in front of the mansion. Under an order
recently issued no one is allowed to cross the White Iouse
porch while a member of the President’s family is entering
or leaving it.

The New York Sun asks: “What new danger threatens the
inmates of the mansion, that it should be more closely guarded
than at any time in its history, even during the civil war?”’
We answer. in the words of our Lord’s prophecy, that they
hear “the sea and the waves roaring,” threatening, and their
“hearts are failing them for fear, and for looking forward to
those things coming.”

* * *

The vears 1893 and 1894 proved very unsatisfactory to
labor orgamizations in the United States. Their strikes were
failures in almost every instance. The loss of their reserve
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funds by the societies, as well as the loss of wages by the
individuals, has greatly dispirited them all. But, although
wages are falling, so are prices of goods—which never before
were so cheap. If capital would content itself with a lower
rate of interest and smaller proportionate returns from busi-
mess investments and thus share the general reduction, the
great “time of trouble” might, for the present at least, be
averted.

But we know that the Scriptural forecast is correct, and
we need expect no abandonment by capital of the time honored
principle of selfishness, which for centuries has controlled all
classes, namely, “Secure for yourself all you can legally get
possession of.” Acting upon this principle, firms and cor-
porations and trusts will say, We did not make as much money
last year as the year previous and cannot pay as large a
dividend: we must pinch a little more off each employee’s
wages, for we do not want our business and its profits to get
behind what they have been.

Because of their present impoverished condition, and in
view of the failure of so many of their strikes recently, wage-
workers will feel forced to submit, and will submit. But as
they witness the extravagant use by their employers of the
money thus pinched from their wages, hard and revengeful
thoughts will arise within the hearts of all except those who
have made the Lord their refuge and habitation, and who are
waiting patiently for the establishment of God’s promised
kingdom of righteousness.—James 5:7.

» »* *

The movement against Anarchists and Socialists in France,
and the new legislation pending against them in the German
Congress, are supplemented by a recent government decree in
Italy, by which every Socialist club, society or union has been
dissolved and their papers and archives confiscated. The
decree and its execution came suddenly and unexpectedly. It
is said that papers of importance were seized by the police.

Such repressive measures may or may not prolong the lives
of the governments adopting them; but will they not make the
explosion and wreck, when they do come, all the more terrible?
Holding down the lever of the safety valve of a steam gen-
erator may stop the noise of the escaping steam temporarily,
but every engineer knows that would be bad practice. Instead
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he would reduce his fire, so the wiser plan would be to reduce
the causes of social unrest. .

But the Lord’s time has come for the great change which
will demolish totally the present social structure, th_at upon
its ruins he may establish his kingdom, so long promised and
for which his saints have so long prayed, “Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as in heaven.” Therefore, as is
declared in the Seriptures, “The wisdom of their wise [states-]
men shall perish, and the understanding of their prudent
[business] men shall not be manifested.””—Isa. 29:14.

» * *

Although the American Federation of Labor at its recent
meeting in Denver voted down by a strong majority resolutions
favoring Socialism, this should not be understood as signifying
opposition to everything Socialistic: they are opposed to the
general theory of Socialists as being, at least at present, im-
practical. They still favor community ownership or at least
regulation of railroads, telegraphs, telephones, cte,, indispen-
sible to human progress and comfort. Their newly elected
President, John McBride, is a man of moderation, who favors
peaceful methods rather than riot. .

These things show what we have heretofore called attention
to—that the majority of American workmen are not disposed
to be Anarchists; that when Anarchy does come, it will be
years hence (probably not before 1911)—and then as a result
of despair at being unable to secure equity by other methods.

* * »*

The Pope has recently, after two years’ consideration of
the subject, put under his ban three secret societies—Knights
of Pythias, Odd Fellows and Sons of Temperance. No Roman
Catholic may hereafter belong to these orders. Similar re-
strictions have long since applied to the Masonic order.

The Pope wishes so to draw the line that his faithful will
be forced into orders whose regulations will not hinder the
full knowledge of the priests of all their affairs through the
Confessional. The developed Christian will find membership
in the order of the “Royal Priesthood” quite sufficient. In it
he will find use for all the hours not due to his family and
himself. In it he will find the best of earthly fellowship, and
with its Head the perfection of fellowship.

THE MINISTRY OF EVIL

—PSA, 130.—

The life of every human being has its lights and shadows,
its seasons of joy and its depths of sorrow., These make up
the warp and woof of experience, and the web of character
that flows from the active loom of life will be fine and beau-
tiful, or coarse and homely, according to the skill and care-
fulness with which the individual appropriates and weaves
into it the threads of experience. In every life, under the
present reign of sin and evil, the somber shades predominate;
and to such an extent that the Scriptures aptly describe hu-
manity in its present condition as a “groaning creation.” Nor
is the Christian exempt from these conditions that are upon
the whole world; for “we also groan within ourselves, waiting
for deliverance.”—Rom. 8:22, 23.

But while we are waiting for the deliverance, the daily
experiences of life have a most important mission to us, and
the manner in which we receive and use them should be a
matter of deepest concern to us; for, according to the use we
make of them, each day’s prosperity or adversity and trial
bears to us a blessing or a curse. Those experiences which we
are accustomed to regard as prosperous often have in them
subtle dangers. If wealth increase or friends multiply, how
almost imperceptibly the heart finds its satisfaction in earthly
things; but, on the other hand, when the keen edge of sorrow
and disappointment are felt, when riches fail and friends
forsake, and enemies take up a reproach against us, the natural
temptation is to despondency and despair.

Just here is an important part of the great battle of the
Christian life. He must fight the natural tendencies of the
old nature and confidently claim and anticipate the victory
in the strength of the great Captain of his salvation. He
must not succumb to the flattering and deceptive influences
of prosperty, nor faint under the burdens of adversity. He
must not allow the trials of life to sour and harden his dis-
position, to make him morose, or surly or bitter, or unkind.
Nor may he allow pride or ostentation or self-righteousness to
grow and feed upon the temporal good things which the Lord’s
providence has granted him to test his faithfulness as a
steward.

Sorrows indeed may, and often will, come in like a flood,
but the Lord is our helper in all these things. The soul that
hags never known the discipline of sorrow and trouble has never
yet learned the preciousness of the Lord’s love and helpfulness.

It is in seasons of overwhelming sorrow, when we draw near
to the Lord, that he draws speciallv near to us. So the
Psalmist found it, when, in deep affliction, he cried to the
Lord and reasoned of his righteousness, saying: “Out of the
depths have I cried unto thee, O Lord. Lord, hear my voice:
let thine ears be attentive to the voice of my supplications.”
Feeling his own shortcomings and longing for full deliverance
from every imperfection, and prophesying the bountiful pro-
vigions of the divine plan of salvation through Christ, he adds:
“If thou, Lord, shouldest mark iniquities [imputing them to
us], O Lord, who shall stand? But there is forgiveness with
thee, that thou mayest be feared [reverenced].”

How blessed are such assurances when the soul is pain-
fully conscious of its infirmities and of its inability to measure
up to the perfect law of righteousness. When the heart is
true and loyal, God does not mark our infirmities in a record
against us. They are not imputed to us, but are freely for-
given through Christ in whose merit we trust and whose right-
eousness is our glorious dress—arrayed in which we may come
with humble boldness, even into the presence of the King of
kings and Lord of lords.

If God thus ignores the infirmities of our flesh and receives
and communes with us as new creatures in Christ, his children
should also so regard one another, considering not, and charg-
ing not against each other, the infirmities of the flesh, which
all humbly confess and by the grace of God strive daily to
overcome, “If God be for us, who can be against us?’ The
case is different, however, when the infirmities of the flesh are
cultivated, indulged and justified that the errors may be con-
tinued. Then, indeed, they are charged against us, and if we
do not speedily “judge ourselves,” the Lord will judge and
chasten us.—1 Cor. 11:31, 32.

“I wait for the Lord,” the Psalmist continues, “my soul
doth wait, and in his word do I hope. My soul waiteth for
the Lord more than they that watch for the morning.” How
necessary is this patient waiting for the Lord! In the midst
of cares, perplexities, difficulties and infirmities we may re-
member that all the jarring discords of life are working
together for good to them that love the Lord, to the called
according to his purpose. But for the consummation of this
purpose of God toward us we must “wait.” and while waiting
patiently, endure hardness as good soldiers. “Trust in the
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Lord and 1ait patiently for him, and he will bring it to pass.”
Time is an important element in all God’s plans: we are not,
therefore, to be disappointed when the test of endurance is
applied while the blessings we crave tarry long. God took
time to frame the world and to fit it for human habitation;
time (6.000 yvears) to give the world its necessary experience
with evil; time (4,000 years) to prepare for the advent of
Christ as the world’s Redeemer; time (2,000 years) for the
preparation of the church to share in his glorious reign; and
time must be allowed for the shaping and adjusting of the
individual affairs of all his people. God has not forgotten
when the answers to our prayers seem to tarry long. He who
heeds the sparrow’s fall and numbers the very hairs of our
heads is not indifferent to the faintest call or the smallest
necessity of his humblest child.

‘‘MORE THAN THEY THAT WAIT FOR THE MORNING’’

“My soul waiteth for the Lord more than they that watch
for the Morning—I say more than they that wait for the
Morning.”

The ‘“brethren” are not in darkness respecting the dawn of
the Millennial morning, because taught thereof by the Com-
forter (See 1 Thes. 5:4), and because to their eyes of faith
the Day Star (the Day-bringer—Christ) has already appeared,
and they rejoice in the inspired testimony that, although
“weeping may endure for the night [of sin’s predominance],
joy cometh in the morning” of the great day of the Lord.
And as the dawn of the new day, “the day of Christ,” becomes
more and more distinct, many besides the “brethren” can and
do see signs that ‘“the night is far spent and the day is at
hand;” and by and by, notwithstanding the dark clouds and
terrible storm of trouble that will temporarily hide the signs
of morning from them, all the world—even the still sleeping
nominal church—will awake to the fact that “The morn at
last is breaking.”

But many of those who are now watching for the morning
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from the standpoint of Socialism, Nationalism, etc., are not
waiting for the Lord; in fact, they do not know the Lord, his
character and his kingdom having heen so sadly misrepresented
by those who claimed to be his mouthpieces, They rejoice in
the morning, because it ushers in the golden age of human
equality, general education, decreased toil, and increase:d
privileges, comforts and luxuries. “God is not in all their
thoughts” when they look for the morning. Looking from a
more or less selfish standpoint, and unguided by the divine
revelation—for no man knoweth the mind of God save he who
has the spirit of God (1 Cor. 2:11, 12)—they fail to see the
real object and chief characteristic of the coming age of bless-
ing, and are merely championing the interests of the masses
as against the present special advantages of the wealthy.
They see not the greatest blessings of the dawning day; that
with earthly comforts and privileges it will bring the great
blessing of a trial for everlasting life; that it will be the
world’s Judgment Day, to determine who, under those favor-
able conditions, will develop characters in harmony with God’s
character.

But with the “brethren” it is different. While they appre-
ciate the coming earthly blessings none the less, but the more
intelligently, the Lord, his character and the work which will
be accomplished for men by the great Physician—as Prophet,
Priest and King—these more weighty and more valuable con-
siderations outweigh by far the earthly favors which will
attend his kingdom’s rule. Yes, the “brethren” wait for the
Lord himself, longing to see the king in his beauty—the fairest
among ten thousand, the one altogether lovelyv. Yes, truly
our souls “wait for the Lord more than they that watch for
the morning.”

Then let all the Israel of God hope in the Lord (verses
7, 8), for with the Lord there is mercy; mercy not only in
dealing with our infirmities, but also in shielding from over-
whelming trials and in granting grace to help in every time of
need—to those who abide in the Vine by faith and ohedience.

THE GOOD

CONFESSION

1. QUAR., LESSON IV., JAN, 27, MATT. 16:13-23.
Golden Tewt—"Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God.”—Matt. 16:16.

After the many proofs of his divine anointing, which his
disciples had seen, the Lord had reason to expect their faith
in his claim to the Messiahship to be established. Hence the
questions of this lesson—(1) “Whom do men say that I, the
Son of Man, am?” and (2) “But whom say ye that I am?”
The former was but a leading question; the latter, the pointed
one. calculated to bring out a full expression of their faith.

Here Simon Peter’s impulsive zeal, which sometimes led
him into difficulties and errors, led him to a very warm and
prompt expression of his full conviction that Jesus was indeed
the Messiah. “And Simon Peter answered and said: ‘Thou
art the Christ, the Son of the living God!’” Such a prompt
and full profession of his faith brought the immediate reward
of the Master’s approval. The conviction thus impressed upon
his mind was not such as the carnal mind would arrive at,
but such as the mind could gain only by submitting itself
fully to the Spirit of God. Peter and all the other apostles
had done this, but Peter, being the most prompt to confess it,
received the first and warmest commendation and reward.

Verse 18. “And I say unto thee, that thou art Peter
[Greek, petros, a stone, a piece of a rock]; and upon this rock
[Greek, petra, the rock in mass, the foundation rock] I will
build my church; and the gates of hell [hades, the grave,
death] shall not prevail against it.”

The foundation “rock” was Christ—“this rock”—which
Peter had just confessed, and not Peter, as the church of Rome
claims, and as some Protestants are now willing to concede.
Peter himself disclaims such distinction, and such usurpation
of the Lord’s place, when he points to Christ as the founda-
tion <tone in the <piritual temple of God, and to all the
members of his body as living stones to be built upon that
foundation.—1 Pet. 2:4-6. See also Isa 28:16; Matt. 21:42;
Acts 4:11; Rom, 9.33; Eph, 2:20; Psa. 118:22, 23; 1 Cor. 3:11,

The promise that the gates of death should not prevail
against the Lord’s true church has indeed been verified; for,
though as<ailed by the fiercest persecutions, she has never yet
been exterminated. Throughout the entire age down to its
cloce in the present time the Lord has preserved a people;
and his further promise, “Lo, I am with you always, even to
the end of the age,” has also heen richly verified.

But while the gates of death (hades) have not prevailed
against the church as a whole, they have done so (temporarily)
against its members—even against the Head, our Lord. But
they shall not prevail everlastingly. Our Lord triumphed or
prevailed over hades (the grave) on the third day in his
resurrection (hy the Father’s power), and we his church also

shall prevail on the third (thousand-year) day. For it is
promised that He who raised up our Lord Jesus shall raise
up us also by Jesus. And thus the gates of the grave shall
not eventually prevail or triumph over us. “Weeping [and
death] may endure for a night, but joy [in resurrection]
cometh in the morning.”

Verse 19. The “keys of the kingdom” granted to Peter
signified the privilege which he subsequently enjoyed of open-
ing the Gospel door to both Jews and Gentiles: to the Jews
on the day of Pentecost, after the anointing of the holy Spirit
(See Acts 2:14-40) ; and to the Gentiles at the house of Cor-
nelius, the first Gentile convert. (See Acts 10:33-46) The
ability to bind and loose on earth and in heaven, while here
expressed to Peter specially, applied also to all the other
apostles. It was the guarantee of that divine inspiration
which subsequently so guided their teachings as to make them
infallibly authoritative to the entire church. Whatever they,
under divine inspiration, bound upon the church as duty was
bound in heaven; and whatever they loosed, e. g., the obliga-
tions of the Mosaic law, were loosed in heaven.—See our issue
of May 1, ’93.

Verse 20. The charge that they should not yet begin to
preach this doctrine was given probably in consideration of
the fact that the people in general still needed line upon line
and precept upon precept in the way of evidence before they
would believe. The Lord apparently desired to multiply the
evidences rather than the assertions of his character. He gave
them the evidences and led them thus to the right conclu-
sions.

Verse 21. Having fully convinced the apostles—his chosen
witnesses—of the verity of his claims, he now began to instruct
them further in the purposes of God with reference to himself.
Step by step, as a wise teacher, he led them into the truth.

Verses 22, 23. While the love of Peter would, if possible,
protect the Lord from his predicted tragic end, the Lord
promptly rebuked any interference with the divine plan to
which he himself was fully submitted. Like our Lord, we
should be so fully submitted to the will of God that even the
kindly meant dissuasions from duty on the part of our own
friends, or the natural desires of our own flesh, we should
recognize as besetments of the Adversary; and we should
promptly and firmly resist them.

Thank God for the Peters of his flock, with their own
earnest confessions. Their characters, as well as that of the
Paul class, demand and have our admiration—notwithstanding
their need of reproofs at times, for miadirected zeal
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THE TRANSFIGURATION

I. QUAR., LESSON V., FEB. 3, LUKE 9:28-26,
Parallel Accounts—Matt. 17:1-13; Mark 9:2-13.
Golden Text—"This is my beloved Son in whom I am well pleased: hear ye him.”—Matt, 17:5.

This lesson should begin with verse 22. Verses 22-26 tell
us how the Lord disclosed to his disciples the intelligence of
the tragic end of his life which he must soon meet, and assured
them of his resurrection on the third day. He then intimated
that his disciples would not be exempt from similar perse-
cution and counseled faithfulness under even such trials, assur-
ing them of an abundant reward in the glory of his kingdom
at his second advent.

Verse 27 was a prophecy which received an almost imme-
diate fulfillment, as the narrative of this lesson proves.

Verses 28-36. We have the Lord’s own words to prove that
the incident here recorded was a “vision”—not a reality. “And
as they came down from the mountain, Jesus charged them,
saying: ‘Tell the vision to no man, until the Son of Man be
risen again from the dead.’ ”—Matt. 17:9.

The import of this “vision” is also clearly indicated by
the Apostle Peter. (2 Pet. 1:16-18) He declares it to have
been a “vision” of the coming glory of Christ’s kingdom, say-
ing: “For we have not followed cunningly devised fables when
we made known unto you the power and coming of our Lord
Jesus Christ, but were eye-witnesses of his majesty; for he
received from God the Father honor and glory when there
came such a voice to him from the excellent glory, This is my
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. And this voice,
which came from heaven, we heard, when we were with him
in the holy mount.”

As a “vision” it is to be understood as a symbolic repre-
sentation of the glory of Christ’s Millennial kingdom. The
changed appearance of the Lord’s person and clothing were
symbolic of his coming personal glory. And the glorious
appearance also of Moses and Elias represented the association
with the Lord in the glory of his kingdom of the two com-
panies from among men who shall constitute the earthly and
the heavenly phases of the kingdom. Moses represented the
earthly phase and Elias the spiritual or heavenly phase. Here
in symbolic “vision” was represented the established kingdom,
referred to in verse 27: “I tell you of a truth, there be some
standing here, which shall not taste of death till they see the
kingdom of God.” It was not the actual Moses and Elias,
remember, for this was a “vision,” not a reality. (Jude 9;
Rom. 5:12; Eccl. 9:5; Psa. 146:4; Job 14:21; John 3:13;
Acts 2:34; Psa. 90:3) Nor was their resurrection due then:
“They [the ancient worthies of the Jewish dispensation] with-
out us [the church] shall not be made perfect.” (Heb. 11:40)

Their resurrection tarries, therefore, until the second advent
of Christ and the full establishment of the spiritual phase of
the kingdom—the Gospel church.

Verse 31 records the theme of the three glorified ones,
which was the great transaction shortly to be accomplished
at Jerusalem—the crucifixion of the Lord, the payment of our
ransom price.

The object of the ‘“vision” was probably two-fold—for the
comfort and strengthening of the Lord, and for the enlight-
enment of his chosen witnesses. The communication with the
Lord concerning his decease was probably while the disciples
were asleep (verse 32), and was doubtless, therefore, specially
for his own comfort. The “vision” came in answer to the
Lord’s prayer, and, though it was not understood by the dis-
ciples at the time, it was afterwards a blessed inspiration to
them, and should be to us also. Yet, says Peter, “we have a
more sure word of prophecy [concerning the kingdom and its
glory. It is spoken of by all the holy prophets since the world
began—Acts 3:19-21], whereunto ye do well that ye take heed,
as unto a light that shineth in a dark place until the day
dawn, and the day star arise in your hearts.” (2 Pet. 1:19)
The “vision” was a vivid and refreshing symbolic view of the
kingdom, but without the “sure word of prophecy” it would
have been unintelligible.

Verses 34, 35. Here was another testimony hy a voice
from heaven to the claim of our Lord to be the Son of God,
and pleasing and acceptable to him. At his birth the heavenly
messengers announced him; at his baptism the voice from
heaven declared him the acceptable Son of God; and here, very
near the close of his human existence, he is again proclaimed
the acceptable and well-pleasing Son.

Verse 36. “And when the voice was past, Jesus was found
alone.” The “vision,” the voice and the cloud had all passed
away, and the natural conditions were again realized, while
the lessons of that solemn hour remained to gain a yet
broader significance when, by and by, after Pentecost, they
would receive the anointing of the Spirit, and understand its
significance.

Thus with line upon line, and precept upon precept, the
blessed truths of God concerning his glorious benevolent plan
were riveted upon the hearts and minds of his disciples; and
they shall be upon ours also as we bring ourselves more and
more into communion with his word.

ENCOURAGING WORDS FROM FAITHFUL WORKERS

DEAR BROTHER RUSSELL:—1I have the pleasure of informing
you that we have just had a great spiritual feast. The
November double number of our most welcome semi-monthly
visitor came, loaded with good things. Oh! how glad I am
that our Father in heaven gave you thoughts on the law
question so satisfying, encouraging and strengthening to his
children; for I have long waited to have a solution of these
subjects from your pen. I feel very thankful indeed.

Just as we were enjoying these blessed truths, Brother Mec-
Phail came. We had a blessed time. The brother spoke from
the chart. The following night we had a grand meeting, which
closed with many questions, well answered. Brother M. is
the right man in the right place, according to my judgment,
and I pray that he may do all of the congregations as much
good as he did us. I consider him sound in the truth. On
Sunday he had two meetings. The 3 o’clock meeting lasted
until nearly 7 o’clock. I think all were benefited.

We hope that Brother M. or some other brother as well
posted will visit us again soon. He gave me a satisfactory
solution of every text brought up, except Psa. 49:19, which
he says he will speak to you about.

Your brother in Christ, M. L. STAPLES.

REPLY: Psa. 49:19, 20 must be interpreted in the light of
its connections and in harmony with all the declarations of
Scripture. These who “perish like the beasts”—hopelessly—
and who shall never after “see light,” are not men who have
died in ignorance of God, as the heathen (at home and
abroad) ; they are specially declared to be such as when “in
honor” appreciate it not.

Father Adam, when perfect, was “crowned with glory and
honor” (Psa. 8:5), but lost this in sin and degradation by
disobedience. Restitution to “honor” and life in God’s favor
was redeemed for all by our Lord’s sacrifice, and this honor
and life are reckoned as offered or given back to a man when
he is brought to a knowledge and opportunity of regaining
them; and those thus reckondly honored again through Christ,

who do not appreciate it so as to accept it, are subjects of
the second death—will perish ag the beasts and never sec light.
Or the “they” of verse 19 might be understood to refer to
the earthly riches and “glory” of verse 17; thesc will never
more be seen as his. Any other views would seem to conflict
with verse 14, which distinctly says, of mankind in general,
that “the righteous shall have dominion [rule] over them in
the morning”—when the Millennial day has dawned. This
agrees with the Bible as a whole, which assures us that “all
the families of the earth shall be blessed” with the gracious
knowledge and opportunities of the New Covenant, when *‘the
saints shall judge the world.”—EDITOR.]

Dear FRrIEND:—I take the liberty to enclose a couple of
clippings from the San Francisco Examiner, as showing that
the promised light is breaking. People are beginning to see
as they never saw before; and by and by their hearts will have
to confess the power of Christ. Oh! that they wou:d give in
willingly, and sooner. My infidel friends keep me supplied
with their literature, well written and powerful, but so mis-
leading, so false. I return the compliment with TOWER, tracts,
ete.. and so the battle goes. I read the DAwNs over and over
again, they are ever fresh as their fountain head. the Bible.
How welcome are the Towers; they deal with living ques-
tions, and are always good.

Twenty years yet remain. It seems to me a long time.
T cannot imagine any one wishing it to be million of years
hence. The reign of injustice, of sin, has already been full
long. Let us welcome the new dav, and cry, as the saints
under the altar. “How long, O Lord?” (Rev. 6:10) The hard
times here in this truly Golden State would be hard to de-
scribe. The people have been driven to the verge of revolution.
Starvation stares the once happv and prosperous farmers in
the face. So little money circulates that it may be said to
have disappeared. The future has no ray of hope for the
worldly. Yet this cannot be the end. and prosperity. after a
fashion on a lower scale, no doubt will return by and by I
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find this a gooa opportunity to start the DawNs and TOWERS,
where during prosperity there would have been “no time” to
read them, and I think some fruit will yet come of it.

I enclose a clipping containing an account of the strange
death of a spirit medium. This phase of Satanic power is
surely on the increase. I am ever on the watch on this line.
Woik on the second Tower of Babel is also progressing; viz.,
the coming together of rulers, church and state, and various
plans for the salvation of man by man. The signs are mul-
tiplying; for verily is it not a deluge of blood that is coming?
—Rev. 6:10.

How I have longed since a youth to take up the sword and
ﬁght for the npprpsgpd but the f.pan]ﬁngg of your hooks are

Lite O 1TeascC; DAL Lie ealihln LI SOCxs al

against such a course, and I am forced to admit you are right;
for history stands as a proof that nome of the patches put

on governments are lasting: ultimately oppression again comes

to the front, if possible in a worse form; and the last revolu-
tion to right the wrongs of the nations must end in anarchy
world-wide. How I pity the brave and earnest men who will
go into it! How great will be their disappointment! Yet
my whole bent has been that way. This is the point where
your books hit me hard. How much we owe to those who of
yore took up the sword and fought for the rights of man;
yet it seems now we must not do it. In the near future I
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hear “the thunder of the captains and the shouting,” and the
“cause” on the surface, no doubt, will appear as right as any
ever fought over. It will be impossible to show others what
we see and know; and I hear the word “coward!” It is a hard
thing. Perhaps I am climbing a hill in advance. My friend,
Captain H., feels about the same as I do on this subject. He
does not think he could help but go.

[If Brother H. grows strong in faith he will gain strength
thereby to be an “overcomer” of this spirit, which is part of
the spirit of the world—of the natural man. Besides we see
a more excellent way of dealing with these matters—God’s

way; and as we receive of his spirit we prefer his way and
will follow it, at any cost,—EnrToR. ]

0;1"";notherms;i;jecENwInmi;i:‘;nswer to Job (Chapters
38-41), God was speaking of actual things throughout; and

I think that the snow and hail (38:22, 23) indieate actual

snow and hail. If this could be sustained, would it not
point tthhe actual (literal) fulfilment of part of the proph-
€018 Il 1eVelaLiviLs {

[We consider that a number of symbolic prophecies are
intended to have both a literal and a symbolic fulfilment;
but the above expression by Job seems to us to be figurative
language and not prophetic.—EbpITOR.]

Yours in the hope of the better day, A. R. PEARSON.

Vor. XVI
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No. 3

VIEWS FROM THE TOWER

THE RELIGIOUS VIEW

As in Christianity the tendency for the past twenty-five
vears has been markedly toward agnosticism—every new in-
vention and discovery seeming to further call in question the
reliability of all things old—and as ambitious doctors of di-
vinity and professors of theological Seminaries have improved
the opportunities thus offered by the tendency of public senti-
ment to push themselves into notice by their so-called “higher
criticism” of the Bible, and as this is leading to a crisis as
between those who are Christians in faith, as well as in name
and morals, and those who are Christians in morals and name
and ceremony only—denying the ransom and its atonement
and other fundamentals—so it is with Judaism.

Judaism has been passing through a similar experience.
The leading Jews led by Rabbis now call themselves “Reformed
Jews;” and a “Reformed Jew” is one who, while of the blood
of Abraham, repudiates entirely his faith; while of the nation
organized by Moses, denies his Law. In a word, they are
generally infidels, and many of them atheists, who merely
maintain circumecision and other rites as national character-
istics, and whose meetings on Sundays are as social or literary
clubs.

The “orthodox”—law-obeying, prophecy-believing—Jews are
beginning to awaken to the fact that he is not a Jew who is
one in outward matters only, and they are inquiring upon
what grounds the unbelieving Jews claim to be Jews at all.

A leader and spokesman has arisen in their midst, Mr. Leo
N. Levi, who as much as seven years ago through the Jewish
press addressed the Rabbis on this subject in behalf of “orth-
odox” Jews generally. His thirty questions on the subject of
What constitutes a Jew, the Rabbis have tried, but in vain,
to answer, some claiming in substance that for any man to
say that he is a Jew is sufficient. Others add that a moral
life, but irrespective of faith, is essential to his being a true
Jew.

(This reminds us of the similar disregard of the quality
of faith amongst Christians of the “new theology” and “higher-
criticism” schools of thought. At the Parliament of Re-
ligions, 1893, it was claimed that reverence for holy things
and good moral character constitute Christianity, and not faith
in the Bible and its teachings respecting Christ and his work
for men. It was inquired upon what ground the Jews, Mo-
hammedans, Buddhists and Confucianists could come together
as one church, and it was suggested that the name of Christ
might be dropped as well as his doctrines.)

A Hebrew Convention was held in New Orleans on the 3rd
of December of last year, and from the speech of its leading
orator, the Mr. Levy above mentioned, we quote some excel-
lent passages which, if he expresses the sentiments of any
considerable number of Hebrews, or if his sentiments should
make the deep impression which their value deserves, will
greatly assist that people in coming to the condition which
Scripture indicates must be theirs very shortly; and which
will prepare their hearts for the reception of Messiah at his
second advent in its Millennial kingdom majesty. This is
the clagss whose eyes will open first to the light of the Millen-

nial dawn. He said, as reported by the daily press:—

“From their exalted positions the Rabbis in turn lead and
drive us, with appeals and denunciations, and we hearken
and heed or remain obdurate as the case may be, with never
an opportunity to say one word by way of rejoinder. Today,
from this rostrum, in the presence of and in the name of the
laymen of our faith, I venture for once to ‘talk back.

“As children we were taught a simple faith from a simple
catechism, prepared by those charged with the duty of study-
ing, knowing and expounding the religion of our fathers. The
education bestowed upon us by our progenitors, we in turn
must bestow upon our descendants. We cannot escape the
obligation if we would, we would not if we could. Neither
can we escape the obligation to be honest with our children,
and to require their teachers to be honest with us. It is our
duty as it is our privilege, when we have reached man’s es-
tate, to catechise those who have catechised us and who will
catechise our children. We are entitled to know what we are
asked to believe and why. We are entitled to know what our
teachers believe and why. And when we ask, we are entitled
to replies that even our children can comprehend, instead of
answers that not even we can understand.

“I have already shown that the so-called Reform Rabbis
in the United States are not generally in accord, and they
are unable or unwilling to define Judaism, and to indicate
the common ground upon which they all stand, however great
their differences may be upon minor matters. In many in-
stances they have suffered themselves to become intoxicated
by the iconoclastic and revolutionary spirit of the age. They
have yielded themselves to the superficial skepticism of the
present era, which is, after all, but a repetition of the same
manifestions at different periods of the world’s history.
Whenever a man has made great progress in the subjugation
of nature to his own wants, he has set up his own reason,
his own intellect, as an object of worship. The human under-
standing is set up by a process of deification to be worshiped
by itself. It undertakes to test every proposition by its own
powers, and whatever it is not able to grasp, conceive or com-
prehend, it rejects as necessarily untrue.

“Even in the time of that great philosopher, Montaigne, it
was the case, and of it he says:

“¢’Tis a very great presumption to slight and condemn
all things for false that do not appear to us likely to be true;
which is the ordinary vice of such as fancy themselves wiser
than their neighbors. Reason has instructed me that reso-
lutely to condemn anything for false and impossible is to
circumseribe and limit the will of God and the power of na-
ture, within the bounds of my own capacity, than which no
folly can be greater. If we give the names of monster and
miracle to everything our reason cannot comprehend, how
many such are continually presented before our eyes! Let
us but consider through what clouds, as it were, groping
through what darkness, our teachers lead us to the knowl-
edge of most of the things which we apply our studies to,
and we shall find that it is rather custom than knowledge
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that takes away the wonder and renders them easy and fa-
miliar to us, and that if those things were now newly pre-
sented to us we should take them as strange and incredible,
if not more so than any others.

“‘He that had never met a river imagined the first he met
to be a sea; and the greatest things that have fallen within
our knowledge, we conclude are the extremes that nature
makes of the kind. ‘Things grow familiar to men’s minds by
being often seen, so that they neither admire nor are in-
quisitive into the things they daily see (Cicero).’ The novelty
rather than the greatness of things tempts us to inquire into
their causes. But we are to judge with more reverence, and
with greater acknowledgment of our own ignorance and in-
firmity, of the infinite power of mnature. How many un-
likely things are there testified by people of very good repute
which, if we cannot persuade ourselves absolutely to believe,
we ought at least to leave them in suspense, for to condemn
them as impossible is by presumption to pretend to know the
utmost bounds of possibility.’

“The innovations which find their genesis in such a mental
process as is here condemned are necessarily diverse and with-
out cohesion, because the mental process differs in the ratio
of the minds in which they occur. And when to this erratic
mental process is added an abnormal thirst for novelty, it is
readily conceivable how great and how numerous must be the
consequent errors.

“Lord Bacon in his essay on Innovation justly appreciates
and gives warning against this tendency, in the following
words:

“ ‘Beware that it be the reformation that draweth on the
change and not the desire for change that pretendeth the
reformation; and lastly that the novelty though it be not
rejected yet be held for a suspect.’

“It would be easy to show how the greatest minds of
every age have reached the conclusion that there can be no
greater folly than to limit one’s faith to facts that the mind
can comprehend and fully explain. It would be equally easy
to demonstrate by authority that the understanding or reason
can not safely be relied upon as a guide to conduct. If
reason is set up as an object of worship or even as a guide to
conduct, it should possess the quality of conmstancy, it should
operate uniformly in all men, and in all men possessed of
the same data it should reach the same conclusion. But, on
the contrary, nothing is so inconsistent as reason. It not only
operates differently in different men, in different eras, but
it operates differently in the same man at different times, If
truth or the conception of it is to depend upon the constant
changes in the operations of the human intellect, it is un-
worthy of man’s aspirations. But the truth exists whether
men apprehend it or not, and it cannot be measured by man’s
capacity to apprehend it.

“Mr. Edison, one of the foremost, if not the foremost
man of his time, one who has done more to distinguish this
age, than any other; one who has mastered more mysteries
of nature than any other man of his time, has truly observed
that ‘We don’t know a millionth part of one per cent about
anything.” Again, he has said, ‘I find that the conceit of man
is in the inverse ratio to the square of his knowledge.’ This
is but stating in a different way a proposition accepted of all
wise men, that the greater our learning, and the greater our
wisdom, the more we appreciate how little we know, and how
much is beyond the capacity of man to know. Nothing could
so clearly demonstrate the inconsistency and the importance
of reason as the subject of this discussion. Men who have
refused and do refuse to believe those things which their
reason cannot comprehend or explain, find themselves totally
unable by resort to their reason and understanding, to explain
so simple and historical a fact as the essential nature of
Judaism.

“It is a common error to claim that a want of faith is
peculiar to men of great learning and wisdom, and that the
enlightenment of this age is responsible for the decadence of
faith. That this is an error is easily shown, Faith is no
easier or harder now than it was aforetime. The discoveries
of this age render it no more difficult to believe the Bible
now than in times gone by. The ethical qualities of the Bible
are not impaired in the least by any discoveries of science
in this or any other age; and as to the narrative portion of
the Scriptures, scientific discoveries have not augmented the
difficulties over what they were two thousand years ago. It
was as difficult for the human mind to comprehend and
believe some portions of the Bible twenty centuries ago as it
is now. Skepticism has always arisen from the deification
of the human intellect by superficial thinkers who do not
realize that with the infinite the most exalted mind com-
pares no better than the lowest. It is true that increase of
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knowledge involved the decrease of superstition and in the
decadence of superstition faith necessarily suffered. Super-
stition bears the same relation to faith that alchemy dces to
chemistry, It is doubtless true that chemistry has suffered
by reason of relation to alchemy, but it would be the height
of folly to entirely set aside and decry chemistry, because
it was once aligned with the spurious doctrines of false
science.

“True wisdom dictates that we should separate the wheat
from the chaff, that we should rid ourselves of the false and
guard the true. This distinction which wisdom demands has
not been observed by many so-called Reform Rabbis in the
United States. With them there has beem no preservation
or comstructive process. It is not to be gainsaid that even
those who have departed radically from the traditional faith
of their fathers have preached virtue and righteousness of
conduct. But upon what basis? They have not derived it
from God, nor from his law, but from their own minds. They
have based it upon utility, man’s nature, man’s natural rights,
duties, etc., leaving it at last without any warmth or vitality
which stir the emotions and influence the heart. The religion
which they have taught is like an artificial flower which
may deceive the eye for a time, but when closely inspected
excites the keenest disappointment.

“There can be no religion without faith, and that faith
cannot be limited by man’s power of comprehension. Even
when it involves something beyond the comprehension of the
intellect it is not repugnant to reason, for it is altogether
reagsonable that revelation and miracles should have occurred
for the ends for which they did occur. To deny that they
could have occurred is to deny the omnipotence of the Creator
and to limit his power to those achievements that man can
understand.

“Moreover, the extraordinary occurrences that men reject
on the ground of reason were in no sense more wonderful than
those which we see every day and unhesitatingly accept. They
differ only in their rarity from phenomena that are daily
apparent. The faith that is made to accommodate itself
to the powers of comprehension in the individual begins and
ends nowhere, for, as has been shown, the power of compre-
hension is constantly changing and necessarily the faith must
change with it. The faith that is based on reason alone, as
reason is defined by the so-called reformers, is in the highest
sense unreasonable, for it has no stability and cannot be im-
parted to others. No man can teach a faith that has such
narrow limitations, neither can he inspire faith in his reason,
for to inspire faith in his reason he must have reason in his
faith. The Jews in America cannot with safety permit the
demoralization which exists in their synagogues to continue.
If they desire to preserve their ancient religion and impart
it to their children, they must insist that their spiritual
leaders shall define that religion, adhere to it themselves, and
teach it to the congregations. Such a demand made by the
members of each congregation upon their respective ministers
will, doubtless, result in much temporary demoralization, acri-
mony and strife. Many of those who are now posing as Jewish
Rabbis will doubtless find that they must recede from some
of the propositions they have held, or must separate themselves
from Judaism. But when that is accomplished we will no
longer see the sacred doctrines of Judaism assailed from
Jewish pulpits to Jewish hearers by so-called Jewish Rabbis.
Time and again have the priests, among the Jews, taught false
doctrires, time and again have they been compelled to recant
or depart from the Jewish fold.

“When Ezra came, he found the law being violated by
the priests, and disregarded by the people, and with the aid
of Nehemiah, he drove out the false priests and led the people
back to an observance of the law. History repeats itself and
in this country there will arise some one who, animated with
the spirit that governed the life of Ezra, will point out to the
people wherein they are disregarding the law, and by in-
spiring the people with love and obedience for the law will
cause them to scourge from the pulpits the false priests who
are scandalizing the ancient faith. The people are ripe fqr
the coming of such a leader. They have come to distrust their
Rabbis. They have come to regard with indifference the
doctrines which are preached from the pulpit. They find them-
selves unable to teach morality to their children except upon
grounds of expediency. They find in short that they have
departed from their ancient bearings, and are drifting with-
out rudder or compass; they are beginning to look with
suspicion upon Rabbis who recommend themselves almost
exclusively by their skill in oratory, by their grace of diction,
by their capacity to entertain, but who are wanting in the
true elements of the ideal Rabbi.

“The ideal Rabbi, for whose coming they are longing, will
be a man imbued with a perfect faith in God’s Iaw as writ-
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ten 1 Torah; he will study it with a broad and liberal mind,
seeking always to comprehend the will of the Creator to the
end that he may observe it; he will be imbued with this
faith and filled with this understanding, devoting himself to
teaching and practicing the ancient religion, not as a mere
matter of form, but as a vital and forceful agency to accom-
plish the true development of man’s highest nature. To him
eloquence will cecnsist in deeds, not words; to him enter-
tainment will only be incident to instruction; to him theology
only an aid to pietv; to him ceremonies will be divinely or-
dered means to a divinely ordered end; to him the human
intellect will be infinitely small compared with the infinite
mind of God: to him man will be most clearly distinguished
from the ammmal in that he has received by revelation the
will of God. Such a man believing, following, teaching and
practicing the doctrine, the rites, and the ceremonies of Juda-
ism will stand forth before the eyes of the Jews as a leader
to be followed. Around him will be gathered disciples eager
to learn and eager to follow, and the multitude will take
from his lips, and from the lips of his disciples, the truths
which have been hidden from them so long. And as in the
days of Ezra, after many years of indifference the people will
gather in the temples to pray with a truly worshipful spirit.
It is only then that the doubts, the vexations, the groanings of
spirit which now so commonly manifest themselves among the
people will disappear; then will the people rest their doubts,
their difficulties and their troubles upon the altar of their
faith, accepting whatever betides as the will of their Creator.”

Amen! say we, and add, Under such a leader the outcasts
of Israel will again become the objects of divine favor. Out
of Zion shall come forth the Deliverer, and he shall turn
away ungodliness from Jacob. It is the Messiah that Israel
needs. No other competent rabbi will be found. Thank God
that the set time to remember and bless Israel is nigh;
soon they shall be saved from their blindness, and “what shall
the receiving of them be but life from the dead ¥ “God hath
concluded them all in unbelief that he might have merey
upon all.”—Rom. 11:15, 26-31.

SEEKING FELLOWSHIP WITH ROME

The following letters show the tendency of Protestants
to cease protesting and to seek reconciliation as true daugh-
ters of their dear “Mother,” the Church of Rome.

Taunton, Mass.

“Dear Cardinal:—You are, without doubt, familiar with
and interested in the fact that there is a movement among
the Protestant churches toward reunion. If such a reunion
is to take place, why may it not include the Roman Catholic
church? Has not the Roman church some foundation to pro-
pose upon which we may all stand? Can not she meet us
with concessions which may be temporary, if she believes us
wrong. until we learn of Christ and his plans more perfectly?

“Of one thing I feel sure, that personally I have a grow-
Ing tendency to look more and more carefully for the good
in all branches of the Christian church, and I apprehend that
I am not alone in this. Sincerely yours,

Georce W. King, First M. E. Church.”

To this the Cardinal replied as follows:

Cardinal’s Residence, Baltimore.

“Rev. Geo. W. King, Dear Sir:—In reply to your favor
I beg to say that your aspirations for the reunion of Christen-
dom are worthy of all praise.

“This reunion would be only fragmentary if the Catholic
church were excluded.

“It would also be impossible; for there can be no union
possible without a solid Scriptural basis, and that is found
in the recognition of Peter and his successor as the visible
head of the church.

“There can be no stable government without a head, either
In civil, military or ecclesiastical life. Every State must
have its governor, and every town must have its mayor or
municipal chief with some title,

“If the churches of the world look for a head, where will
they find one with the standard of authority or preseription
except the Bishop of Rome?—not in Canterbury or Constanti-
nople.

“As for the terms of reunion, they would be easier than
s commonly imagined. The Catholic church holds to all the
positive doctrines of all the Protestant churches, and the
acknowledgment of the Pope’s judicial supremacy would make
the way easy for accepting her other doctrines. You are
nearer to us that you imagine. Many doctrines are ascribed
to the church which she repudiates.

Faithfully yours in Christ, J. Card. Gibbons.”

To this the following was sent in reply and by consent of
both gentlemen the letters were made public in the interest
of the union desired:
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“Dear Cardinal: Your reply has been read with much
interest. May I not now inquire if it would not be a wise
and valuable thing for the Catholic church to set forth to
the Protestant churches a possible basis of union (describing
the matter in sufficient detail) somewhat after the order of
the Chicago Lambeth propositions of the Episcopal church?
I know how much the Methodist church, and indeed the en-
tire Christian church, is misunderstood by many, and I con-
ceive it more than possible, inevitably, that the Catholic
church should likewise be misunderstood and misjudged in
many things. Cannot the Catholiec church correct this mis-
understanding on the part of Protestants to a large degree
at least, and would not this hasten the desired reunion?

“I believe the present divided condition of Christendom
to be full of folly, shame and disgrace, and have no objection
to a central authority under certain conditions of limitation
or restraint. Sincerly yours, Georce W. KinG.”

ROMAN CATHOLIC VIEW OF PROTESTANTISM

The Roman Catholic view of Protestantism, and its present
tendency Romeward, is commented upon by the Catholic Mirror
in a manner that speaks for itself of the “Mother’s” (Rev.
17:5) view of her wayward “daughters,” and their inability
to keep house unless they more closely pattern after he:
crafty methods. They will not return to her, however, but
they will unite themselves and more independently follow her
deceitful policy. The Mirror says:—

“In a recent article under the title of ‘Religious Fads’
the writer endeavored to show that the intelligent minds of
the day are drifting from Protestantism into any new phase
of belief which may claim their allegiance as satisfying the
moral and intellectual cravings.

“Upon consideration, the subject broadens its scope, taking
in not only the large percentage of gifted men, but all the
rank and file, the mediocre intelligence and the illiterate that
go to make up the demos—the masses.

“Sociology has become the leading study of the age as well
as its controversy. Before it the apparent conflict of re-
ligion and science fades into insignificance. As a writer in
the Westminster Review has put it:

“ ‘The arena has changed from the professor’s chair to the
trades-union, the socialist club, the anarchist den. The whole
social body is gravitating toward the scene of strife. The
pace of the whole thing is quickening till sober judgment
and cool measures become almost impossible. It is a battle
between Briareus and the gods. Briareus, the many-headed
and many-handed giant of Labor, and the gods of Plutocracy.’

“‘Can religion nerve and deliver this generation, face to
face with dangers so threatening?’

“This many-handed and many-headed giant [the labor
problem] has risen to such a degree of prominence in the so-
cial world that its voice must be heard. This age is essenti-
ally the age of the people, and the wage-earners and bread-
winners constitute a very large percentage of the people as
compared with the owners of capital.

“Each succeeding year witnesses new troubles and disasters
growing out of the conflict of labor with capital, some of
the most harrowing results of which are the destruction of
life and property. The state is called upon to suppress
violence; punishment is justly meted out to the offenders, but
the trouble has not ended. Arbitration is resorted to, and the
difficulties are presumably settled. Would to God that so
easy a solution were possible! The wound is only partially
healed, it is bleeding beneath, for the cause of the evil has
not been eradicated.

“In this dissatisfied and discontented condition, led on by
the counsel of malignant men, the sons of toil band together
and mediate the overthrow of all good order and of society.

WHO SHALL LEAD THEM?

“From the history of the past, it is not difficult to under-
stand which has the greater hold upon the masses, Protestant-
ism or Catholicism.

“Not many years ago all England was aroused by one of
the greatest labor troubles the world has witnessed. In vain
did the state exercise its power to suppress it. The giant was
increasing in proportions day by day. The ministers and
bishops of the established church lifted their voices in protest
—they were unheard. The saintly archbishop of Westminster,
Cardinal Manning, left the quiet of his retired life, and going
among the people, many of whom were not of his flock, he
spoke to the excited multitudes, condoled with their misfor-
tunes, gave of his scanty means to their immediate relief, and
counseled temperance and patience. The result was instan-
taneous. The people who had shortly before threatened de-
struction to the nation, who were bringing upon themselves
endless woe and misfortune, retired peacefully to their homes
and the trouble subsided as quickly as it had originated.

[1764]



FErruARY 1, 1895

“Witness again not later than last summer in our own
land the enormous proportions of the railroad strike, and the
prominent part which the Catholic clergy took in influenc-
ing the sons of toil to desist from unlawful acts. Will it be
said that force of arms had greater power than the timely
admonition of God’s anointed?

“Has Protestantism produced a treatise upon the labor
problem which from a purely ethical and social standpoint can
compare with the now celebrated Encyclical of our holy
Father, Pope Leo XIII, in which he, the head of mil-
lions of people over the whole face of the globe, comprising
alike the rich and the poor, capitalists and laboring men,
sets forth in incontrovertible terms the individual rights of
each, the principles which must guide them in seeking the de-
sired results, and the evils which will certainly follow from
the rejection of the said principals. Truly it is the Catholic
church who is the mother of them all.

“The day-star of Protestantism is waning. She has lost
her hold upon the foremost intellects of the day who seek
refuge in some of the numerous fads of the time. She has
lost her hold upon the masses by her indifference to their
wants and social grievances.

“With the lapse of a generation, or perhaps sooner, who
shall say but that Protestantism is a thing of the past, buried
without epitaph or memorial other than the sad recollection
of the once unprofitable existence?”

Without offering either denials or excuses for Protestant-
ism we can assure the laboring classes and the capitalists in
the light of history past and present that the policy of the
church of Rome is thoroughly selfish. She squeezes large
sums from the rich, but craftily remembers that the pennies
and dimes wrung from the poorest millions of the civilized
world amount in the aggregate to more than the larger sums
from the fewer wealthy. She now as always stands aloof from
both classes, offering the one class immunity from present diffi-
culties and the other quicker release from purgatorial pains
upon condition that they fill her coffers and recognize her au-
thority. She prefers the position of Arbitrator, because there
she can hold control of all parties and manipulate matters
the better in her own interest.

Papacy, with Satanic cunning, balances herself upon every
great public question, so that she can speak for either capital
or labor, government or people as may seem best policy at
the moment, to keep herself in favor with the majority. She
builds orphanages and hospitals wherever they will pay, by
giving her not only a reputation for charity, but by drawing
from the public treasury large sums of money for their sup-
port,—and for other uses.

If we want to see evidences of her love for the poor and
the ignorant we must look to Italy, Spain, Portugal, Austria,
Hungary, Poland, Western Ireland, Mexico and all of Central
and South America. She loves them so much that she keeps
them poor and ignorant. And it is the millions of these, her
blinded dupes, that chiefly threaten society, and the control
of whom the Catholic priesthood frequently use to their own
advantage as above cited. A leading iron manufacturer (a
Lutheran) told the Editor that his firm always contributed
liberally to the support of the Catholic church in the neighbor-
hood of his mill; because “no one else ean control those
ignorant Catholic laborers, who necessarily form a large part
of the employees at every mill.”

In Mexico and Brazil the government has had to interfere
and stop the priests from robbing the poor benighted labor-
ing people who. after selling their produce, would give liber-
ally for Masses to get their relatives out of Purgatory and
to secure for themselves Indulgences and then get drunk and
squander the remainder amongst storekeepers until they could
not pay their government taxes. The poorest servant girl is
required to go regularly to Masses and would be insulted and
refused a seat if she did not put at least ten cents into the
treasury.

This is the good “Mother,” and these are her good methods
for holding down the masses by the screws of ignorance and
superstition which she will teach Protestants to copy so as to
bring back the peace of ignorance.

THE ROMAN CHRISTIANS PROTESTANTS DESIRE TO EMBRACE

The saloon business, which is spreading poverty, disease
and discontent throughout the whole world, yields large rev-
enues to the Catholic treasury. Saloon keepers generally be-
long to the communion of saints to which Protestants are
turning with longing eyes. On this point, under the head of
“Birds of a Feather,” the Omaha Christian Advocate says:

“It has often been said that if the Roman Catholic church
would take a stand against the saloon it would do more good
than all the efforts that are now making to abolish that
nuisance. But this church is going to do nothing of the kind,
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for the simple reason that a vast deal of its revenues are
derived from the unholy traffic in intoxicating liquors. The
following figures showing the relation of the Roman Catholics
to the saloon business in the city of Philadelphia are fur-
nished by a reliable correspondent with the assurance that
they can be depended upon. They make °‘very interesting
reading.’

“Sixty-five per cent of the manufacturers of alcoholic
liquors for beverage in the city of Philadelphia are Roman
Catholics, and of the brewers 75 per cent are Roman Catholic
communicants and pay revenue to the Roman Catholic church.

“In the same city there are 8,034 persons in the retail
lliquor business, selling liquor over the bar for drinks, as fol-
ows:

2 Chinamen. ...Not Roman Catholics.

2 Jews .. ..... e Not Roman Catholies.
18 Italians.. ....... ............... All Roman Catholics.
140 Spaniards .............. .. ... All Roman Catholics,
265 Negroes................. 200 of them Roman Catholics.
160 Welsh.. e 125 of them Roman Catholics.
285 TFrench.. sisaes sievs-ee. ... All Roman Catholics.
487 Scotch..... ............. 435 of them Roman Catholies.
568 English.. . ....... ..... 543 of them Roman Catholies.
2,179 Germans.. .. ........ .. . All Roman Catholics.
3,041 Irish................... . All Roman Catholies.

205 Americans. . They commune nowhere:
a majority of them are of Roman Catholic parentage.

Of this number, 3,606 are women, all foreigners but one,
as follows:

German 1,104, All Roman Catholics.
Irish . 2,558, All Roman Catholics.
Of the 8,034 total, 6,418 have been arraigned for crimes.”
THE SOOIAL VIEW

The strike in Brooklyn, of the motormen and conductors
of the electric street-car lines, against what they eonsider
unreasonable arrangements respecting hours and pay, has the
attention of the civilized world. We sympathize with the
employees in that the conditions were unreasonable; but we
cannot sympathize with their rioting, destruction of prop-
erty and injury of others who even less favorably situated
were glad to get the work they used their liberty to refuse.

Such questions are difficult to adjust while the rule gov-
erning all is selfishness. But since the car lines are corpora-
tions created by the state, they are properly subject to state
regulation—which might include a provision respecting min-
imum wages and maximum hours. %ut no such arrangement
having been made, the employees probably see no relief ex-
cept by the exercise of brute force.

The brutal conduct of the exasperated mob, including the
strikers’ friends, male and female, in the use of sticks, stones,
firearms, red pepper and horrible curses, shows that the
veneer of civilization is very thin, and indicates to a slight
extent what may be expected when the great trouble shall
have increased the despair, venom and frenzy. The Seriptures
point us to the French Revolution and the destruction of
Jerusalem A. . 70, as inferior illustrations.

Although the strike is practically ended, Judge Gaynor’s
just and wise opinion will be of interest to all. He holds
that the street railroads are chartered by the State as public
servants, and that to hold their charters they must accom-
modate the publie, regardless of profits and dividends. They
may bargain with men for hours and wages as much to
their own advantage as possible, but must not stop, nor run
less cars than public convenience requires. They must pay
wages required by their employees until they have found
others willing and able to do the work for less, so as to avoid
stoppages, etec.

The effect of this decision will undoubtedly be to make
the railways and all chartered public servants more careful
and moderate in their dealings with their employees.

Selfishness caused the wunreasonable terms, selfishness
fought them and caused the strike, and selfishness, on the part
of the public, leads to a decision modifying the conditions.
It is difficult, and always would be, for selfishness to bring
any satisfactory conclusion to any question. It is insatiable.
We long and hope for the time when “A King [Christ, and
the church, his body] shall reign in righteousness, and princes
[the overcomers of the former dispensation] shall execute
judgment;” and we pray, Thy kingdom come, thy will be
done on earth as in heaven, O Lord.

* - *

The resignation of the President of France created quite
a stir; but the prompt election of his successor, without com-
motion or bloodshed, gave evidence that the present social
order is not as near its conflagration and wreck as many
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have surmised. The Seriptural dates will be found consistent
with the facts. A. p. 1914 will be soon enough to expect com-
plete collapse; although radical changes from the present
order. experiments with various impractical social theories,
ete.,, may be expected six or eight years sooner.

‘“TO WAGE WAR ON INFIDELITY
t¢Catholic and Protestant Union at Bay City, Mich,, for the Exter-

mination of Bigotry

“Special to the Chicago Record.

“Bay City, Mich., Jan. 16.—Something of a sensation has
been caused liere by the union of Catholic priests and
Protestant ministers in a movement for the extermination
of religious intolerance and bigotry. A memorial declaring
the principles of the compact has been signed by five priests
and ten Protestant preachers, After several preliminary meet-
ings a general invitation was extended to the clergy of both
cities. and a representative body met at St. James’ rectory,
at which the situation was freely discussed, and all admitted
that much moral energy was lost through prejudice and in
consequence the cause of Christianity was weakened.

“It was acknowledged that all those who believe in the
divine mission of Jesus Christ should direct their united force
against the common foes, infidelity and immorality. The
memorial declares that it is unnatural that the members of
the same body should tear one another to pieces. They should
protect and assist one another. The means to attain this end
are declared to be of two kinds: ‘Fraternal meetings of the
ministers of the different churches, with a view to becoming
better acquainted and for devising means whereby to carry
on our mutual work; public lectures on ‘Christain Unity,’
“Christian Tolerance,” ‘Christian Charity,” and kindred sub-
jects, the lectures to be delivered alternately by priest and
minister” It is said that this union is without precedent
in this country.”

The above is in full harmony with what we have been
expecting. Its lesson is two fold. First, it shows how ready
are the two ends of the ecclesiastical heavens—Catholicism and
Protestantism—to “roll together as a scroll.” (Isa. 34:4;
Rev. 6:14) Second, it shows that all not disposed to unite
with either side of the “seroll” are not only liable, but likely,
to be classed as “infidels,” not only by unionists, but also
by the worldly. How evidently the time is hastening on when
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a religious, social, political and financial “boycott” will be
waged against all who will refuse to worship either the
“beast” or his Protestant “image.” (Rev. 13:15-17) But
those who already feel some of the hoycott, and those who
soon will feel still more of it, may take comfort in the
Lord’s appreciation of their fidelity as expressed in the
promise of Rev. 20:4,—that of such are the heirs of God
and joint-heirs with Christ in the kingdom soon to be estab-
lished for the blessing of mankind, the restitution of all
things.

And yet those who will have to do with the “boycott”
will doubtless be as ignorant of the parts they are really
playing in the great drama as was Saul of Tarsus who, when
persecuting the true saints, verily thought that he was doing
God service. Such as are as honest as he will doubtless be
stopped in the way and see the great light of the Millennial
morning: but the vast majority, “blind leaders of the blind,”
will fall into the Adversary’s snare, fight against God and
share the “plagues” and great trouble coming upon Babylon.
(Rev. 18:2, 4) “For this cause God shall send them strong
delusions, that they should believe a lie, that they all might
be judged [openly condemned] who believed not the truth, but
had pleasure in injustice.”—2 Thes. 2:11, 12,

INTERNATIONAL PROTESTANT FEDERATION

Rev. Dr. Henry Lunn, an English clergyman, has just
come to the United States “to interest American clergymen
of almost all denominations in the International Movement
for a federation of all Protestant churches.” This movement
has “grown out of the now fameus Grindewald Conference.”
Dr. Lunn arrived on Jan. 19, and brings with him “the cor-
dial indorsement of Archdeacon Farrar and a number of
other English clergymen of note.” Dr. Lyman Abbott, of the
Plymouth church, Brooklyn, among other clergvmen had been
notified of his coming. Dr. Lunn’s first explanation of the
proposed scheme is fixed for Jan. 27, from Mr. Beecher’s old
pulpit.

From this it will be noted that our suggestion of some
time ago that the coming union will not be an amalgamation,
but a federation is holding good. Mr. Lunn is the first (aside
from the TOWER) to use the word “federation,” in connection
with this Union movement, so far as we have observed.

ONLY THE HUMBLE SHALL SHARE THE KINGDOM

FEB. 10, MATT. 18:1-14.

Golden Texrt—*“It is not the will of your Father which is
in heaven, that one of these little ones should perish.”

The subject of this lesson is one worthy of the most care-
ful and prayerful consideration of every child of God, and
especially of all those who are in any way tempted to ambi-
tion and rivalry or vain glory in the Lord’s service. While
the humility of the Lord’s apostles is very marked in their
subsequent career, in the beginning of their course they
were all to some extent influenced by old ideas which it was
the object of Christ’s teaching gradually to eradicate.

After the peculiar experiences on the Mount of the Trans-
figuration and the selection by the Lord of three of their
number for that notable occasion, the question of relative
prominence in the kingdom was naturally suggested to their
minds, and apparently it led to a dispute which manifested
some selfishness. It was to correct this disposition, and to
show its antagonism to the spirit which must prevail in the
kingdom of God, that our Lord sought an opportunity to
converse with them on the subject. (Verse 1 and Mark 9:33,
34) “And he came to Capernaum, and being in the house,
he asked them, What was it that ye disputed among yourselves
by the way? But they held their peace [certainly not in-
definitely, for that would have been showing disrespect to
the Master; but there was a brief silence which indicated some
embarrassment]; for by the way they had disputed among
themselves who should be greatest.” By and by one of them
inquired, “Who is [to be] greatest in the kingdom of heaven?”’
Then followed the lesson, so important to the apostles, who
were subsequently to be specially exposed to great tempta-
tions to ambition and rivalry among themselves for the chief
place in the estimation and in the hearts of the people of
God—the kingdom in embrvo-—among whom they were all to
be leaders and teachers—chosen witnesses of God. And the
Lord would have them be not only witnesses of his truth but
exponents also of the power of his spirit in transforming the
heart and moulding the character into graceful conformity
to the divine will. But if the lesson was thus important to
the apostles in their position as leaders, it is also important
to the whole church, all of whom are, to a greater or less
extent, exposed to temptations to rivalry and ambition.

Verses 2-4; Mark 9:35. “And he sat down, and called

(Mark 9:33-50; Luke 9:46-50.)

the twelve, and saith unto them, If any man desire to be
first [4. e., if he manifest the spirit of rivalry], the same
shall be last of all, and servant of all.” The spirit of rivalry
being the very opposite of the spirit of love and meekness
which must characterize all who shall be counted worthy of
the kingdom, this statement is seen to be the logial sequence
of such a course; for if such a one shall ever enter the king-
dom he must first have that disposition thoroughly eradicated;
and if it be deep seated or long cultivated, it may take con-
siderable time and discipline to accomplish it, while, mean-
time, others, not so afflicted, may be engaged in the more rapid
development of those graces of character and of mind which
fit them more and more for extended usefulness and exalted
service, thus necessarily leaving the one under discipline to
be the last and least instead of the first and foremost. Thus
viewed, the saying, He that humbleth himself shall be exalted;
and he that exalteth himself shall be abased (Luke 14:11),
is seen to be the statement of a philosophical principle of di-
vine law. Let us, therefore, as the Apostle Peter urges (1
Pet. 5:6), humble ourselves under the mighty hand of Ged,
that he may exalt us in due time.

“And he took a child and set him in the midst of them,
and when he had taken him in his arms, he said unto them,
Verily, I say unto you [the manner is impressive and solemn:
it is as though he would say, I want you to take this lesson
to heart and ponder it welll, Except ye be converted [i. e.,
unless ye turn away entirely from this self-seeking spirit of
rivalry], and become as little children, ye shall not [even]
enter into [much less be greatest in] the kingdom of heaven.
Whosoever, therefore, shall humble himself as this little child,
the same is greatest in the kingdom of heaven.” The special
characteristics of a little child are simplicity of heart, meek-
ness, truthfulness, freedom from ambition and rivalry, faith,
confiding trust, love, obedience, teachableness, indifference to
social distinctions and popular opinions, and guilelessness.

The maintenance of such a spirit after the dormant
powers of childhood have expanded and brought the world,
with all its attractions, allurements, ambitions, hopes, ete.,
within the mental grasp of the man, after the intellect has
been quickened by the pulsations of life until he begins to
realize that he is the peer of his fellows, and that he has
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advanced in the acquirement of knowledge and the develop-
ment of skill and ability even beyond many other men, is
indeed the evidence of that self-comtrol and self-discipline
which invariably bespeak a noble character.

The possession of such a spirit indicates (1) That the
man is not overestimating himself. Though, in comparison
with the ignorance of his childhood, he may have made
considerable progress in the acquirement of knowledge and
the development of his faculties, perhaps beyond the ma-
jority of his fellow men, he sensibly considers that he is
still only on the shore of a boundless sea of truth, and that
if he has outstripped the speed of some of his fellows it is
only because of some superior advantages of birth or edu-
cation of which his benevolent soul would gladly see all men
partakers. He views himself as God sees him—as a very
imperfect man, striving in much weakness to measure up to
the standard of a perfect man, and realizing that his best
efforts still leave him far short of the mark of perfection.
And so he is humbled, in consideration of his failures, rather
than puffed up, by comparing himself with those of still lower
attainments.

(2) It indicates a tender consideration and love for other
men which cannot vaunt itself or behave unseemly toward
them. It regards inferior learning and lack of intellectual
development with that gracious sympathy and helpfulness
which seek rather to supplement what the illiterate have,
and to conceal their lack or deformity, than to expose their
ignorance; while it cheerfully recognizes moral and intel-
lectual equals, and pays due deference to superior attain-
ments. It has nothing to do with the false standards of
excellence which the world sets up, but, measuring self by
the divine standards, it lives apart from, and far above, the
gpirit of the world—above its strifes, ambitions, bickerings,
envies and selfishness; and, in the language of Paul, it has
learned that whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things
are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are
pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of
good report, if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise,
to think on these things (Phil. 4:8), and not to think of self
too highly, but to think soberly.—Rom. 12:3,

Such, our Lord declares, must be the spirit of all who
will be permitted to enter into the kingdom of heaven;
and he who cultivates it most will be the greatest; not,
however, by any arbitrary law of retribution, but on the
philosophical principle that humility leads to greatness, and
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is of itself a great achievement. It is just such loving
generosity and meekness as this that will be necessary on the
part of the “royal priesthood” of the Millennial age, to
co-operate with Christ in the great work of lifting up the
fallen to the high privileges of perfect manhood.

Verse 5. “And whoso shall receive [recognize and show
kindness to] one such little child [the least and humblest of
God’s children] in my name [because he is mine], receiveth
me.” That is the Lord’s valuation of even the least and
humblest. How it helps all of us to realize his love!

Verse 6. “But whosoever shall ensnare [beguile and
lead astray—from the truth, the spirit of the truth, or holi-
ness of life] one of the least of these who believe in me, it
would be better for him that a millstone were hanged about
his neck and that he were sunk in the depth of the sea.”

Such a warning needs no comment: if any one should
find in his own heart the least intimation of such a disposi-
tion, let him quickly halt in his erring way and earnestly
pray God to renew a right spirit within him.

Verse 7. “Woe [“great tribulation”—“a time of trouble
such as never was since there was a nation”—is coming]
unto the world because of [wilful] offenses [offences against
sufficiency of light to avoid them]; for it must needs be
that offenses come [because men’s hearts are not right]. but
woe to that man [that wilful sinner] by whom the offense
cometh.”

Verses 8, 9. See our issue of February, ’93.

Verse 10. “Take heed that ye despise not [that ye do
not hate or in any way persecute] one of these little ones;
for I say unto you that in heaven their angels do always
behold the face of my Father which is in heaven.” (“Are
they not all ministering spirits sent forth to minister to
them that shall be the heirs of salvation?’) And (verse 14),
“It is not the will of your Father which is in heaven, that
one of these little ones should perish.” The intimation is
plain that any persecution or ensnarement of these will
surely be observed Ly the Lord, and the evil-doers will in
due time be brought to justice. Though the Lord may permit
persecutions to severely try his saints, it shall only accomplish
their purification; for “all things shall work together for
good to them that love God, to them who are the called ae-
cording to his purpose.”

Verses 11-13 tell of the loving zeal of our good Shepherd
in seeking and caring for his sheep. Let us rejoice in his
care and diligently hearken to his voice.

THE GOOD SAMARITAN

FEB. 17, LUKE 10:25-37.

Golden Text—*“Thou shalt love they neighbor as thyself.”—
Lev. 19:18.

The question introduced in this lesson is the great question
which should enlist the most serious attention of every man
—“What shall I do to inherit eternal life?”

The one who here propounded it was an Israelite, to
whom pertained the promises of God for eternal life, on
condition o perfect obedience to the divine law. He was
one also who, with the rest of his nation, was vainly trust-
ing in the law for salvation, and opposing the new and
only way of life through Christ. Consequently, the Lord,
to whom the query was addressed, referred the inquirer to
the law for the answer. “He said unto him, What is writ-
ten in the law? how readest thou?” As a recognized theo-
logian and public teacher he must have some understand-
ing of so important a matter. The answer was politely
deferential to the office of the inquirer, and at the same
time very adroitly put; for the lawyer was not a sincere in-
quirer, but one anxious only to lead the Lord into an en-
tangling argument and to make him appear before the people
as an opposer of the divine law.

The answer quoted from the law was a correct one,
including the two great commandments on which hang all
the law and the prophets (Matt. 22:36-40); viz., “Thou
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all
thy soul, and with all thy mind,” and “Thou shalt love
thy neighbor as thyself.” True, according to the law, those
were the conditions of eternal life; but neither the lawyer
nor any other man, except the perfect man Christ Jesus,
was able to fulfil the conditions, though not until convinced
of his inability to do so would the man be ready to accept
God’s way of salvation through Christ, who, by his great
sacrifice, once for all, was about to blot out for believers the
handwriting of ordinances which was against all Israel; viz.,
the condemnation of the law—nailing it to his cross.—
Col. 2:14.

Seeing that the man’s heart was not in the right attitude,

the Lord did not proceed to preach to him the gospel of
salvation, but, seizing the opportunity which his second in-
quiry offered—“And who is my neighbor?’—he sought to
lead him and those who stood by to the realization that
every man is neighbor to every other man; that the whole
human family is linked together by the ties of brotherhood,
and therefore, every man should have a brother’s sympathy,
love and benevolence.

This simple truth, the Lord showed by a forcible illustra-
tion, was not one of those things hard to be understood, un-
less the heait had grown selfish instead of benevolent and
kind. The simple, unpretentious Samaritan had compre-
hended 1t and had acted the neighborly part, while the osten-
tatious priest and Levite, with all their loud professions
of piety, ignoved it, though their effort to evade the respon-
sibility by passing by on the other side of the roadway proved
that they understood the neighborly obligation, of human
brotherhood, which, in their gselfishness, they vainly sought
to shirk.

Commending thus the neighborly spirit of love, pity and
benevolent generosity manifested to so large a degree in the
Samaritan, the Lord’s final answer was, 'Go, and do thou
likewise.” Go, thou, and seek a change of heart—from hard,
unpitying selfishness disguised under the flimsy robes of showy
profession, to simple brotherly kindness and charity, which,
operating toward a brother-man, a creature of God., whom
thou hast seen, will thus the better enable the to love
supremely the righteous God whom thou hast not seen. “If
a man say, I love God, and hateth his brother, he is a liar;
for he that loveth not his brother whom he hath seen, how
can he love God whom he hath not seen?’—I John 4:20.

Tlhere are several important lessons to be drawn from thig
incident— (1) We note how, 1n meckness, the Lord instructed
those that opposed themselves. (2 Tim. 2:24-26) He did not
bluntly say to his insincere inquirer. Your heart is not right,
you have an evil mind and are full of pride, hypoerisy and
conceit, and have no ear for the truth on this subiect: but
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rather he sought carefully and wisely to lead his opposer
to this realization and to consequent repentance.

(2) We observe how the Lord endeavored to make known
and recognized truths stepping stones from which to advance
to higher truths—to lead gradually and logically from the
known to the unknown, and to gently push aside prejudices
and overcome them, rather than to rudely jostle them and
harden the heart to increased opposition.

(3) We see that he did not make the truth obtrusive, but
that his words were always words in season,

(4) Finally, we note the special teaching of the lesson—
that love, which operates benevolently and kindly, 4. e., neigh-
borly, toward all men, recognizing the obligations of human
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brotherhood, and the golden rule to do unto others as we
would have them do to us, and which regards God, the foun-
tain of all goodness, with supreme reverence, is the only con-
dition of heart that can ever inherit eternal life. But the
further lesson, which the unbelieving lawyer did not get, be-
cause he was not ready to receive it, was that, though he
could not, in his fallen condition, meet the full requirements
of God’s law, there was provision made for his weaknesses and
shortcomings through Christ if he would accept such provi-
sion.

Let us mark these valuable lessons, heeding our Lord’s
instructions and carefully noting and copying his methods
in all our dealings with each other and with fellow-men.

ENCOURAGING WORDS FROM FAITHFUL WORKERS

DEAR BROTHER:—I am glad that I am able to inform you
that we are still strong in the faith, and growing in grace:
we have good meetings, without strife or contention. Our
only regret is, that there are so few of us.

There is a point on which we wounld like further advice
from you. You advise us to mingle with other Christians, in
their churches, at prayer meetings and revivals, and to take
part with them.

Now, if, as we understand, the nominal church of today
is in much the same condition that the Jewish church was
in at the time of Christ, is it not wrong to help them, know-
Ing as we do that they do a great many things that they
ought not to do, if so be it increase their denominational great-
ness, and that every one that they convert to their way of
thinking is being led that much farther from the truth?

The church here (Methodist) will not listen to even a
hint about future probation, and would not even allow me
to attempt to show whether a certain passage was figurative
or literal.

Your brother in the race, J. N. SHOEMAKER.

[REPLY. The spirit of our advice is that we do not
hold ourselves aloof from our fellows who profess to love the
Lord and to respect his Word, whatever denominational names
they may have erroneously adopted or whatever creed-fences
they may have been deluded into putting around them. We
know, from our own experiences, that they need just what
we have—“the bread of life” and “the water of life.”—the
truth; and this we long to give them.

But our love and zeal must not lead us to intrude upon
these blinded friends, if they refuse to make us welcome, or
to hear our loving message: nor to ignore the truth and re-
main silent where error is free and where truth is bound
hand and foot: we must find other more willing ears or
adopt other methods. Above all we must not misrepresent
our Lord and his Word and our own honor by professing
what we do not believe in the form of a church creed or con-
fession. “He that is ashamed of me and my Word, . . . . of
him will T also be ashamed before my Father and his holy
angels.”—EDITOR. ]

DEAR BroTHER RUSSELL:—I know you are always busy,
and for that reason I would not trouble you unnecessarily;
but I feel that it would be of great benefit to the church
here and in the vicinity, if you would give your opinion
upon a point about which there has existed a difference, and
which has come to the surface. .

The question is, How are we begotten by the Spirit of
God? Does the new life come to us as individuals direct
from God. or through Jesus Christ, who is “Head over all
things to the church?”

A brother recently made this sweeping statement in public:
“The Lord Jesus has nothing whatever to do with the selec-
tion of the bride.” Another brother, when I asked him
whether he believed that we could deal directly with God
apart from Christ said, Most assuredly; and said in plain
terms that this favor was something that the Father gave
to each individual after justification by faith, and we were
begotten of God independently of the Lord.

Now I cannot sec why there should be this difference in
view of the plain Scripture teaching. My understanding of
the matter is that we have our relations to the Father as
gons, only because we are in Christ; and if we were out of
Christ, we should be in condemnation (Rom. 6); that we
are anointed in him by God? (2 Cor. 1:21); and that the
anointing with the Spirit of adoption comes to us from God
through Christ the Lord. ‘“He (God) saved us . ... accord-
ing to his own merey, through the bath of regeneration, and
a renovation of the holy Sptrit, which he poured out on wus
richly through Jesus Christ, our Saviour.”—Tit. 3:5, 6.

Referring to the type of anointing the High Priest, of
which the church are members, we find in Tabernacle Shadows,
p. 23:—“This oil typified the holy Spirit of adoption where-

by we, the real Royal Priesthood, are sealed;” and (p. 32),
“As Aaron had the holy oil poured upon his head. so our
Head, the Lord Jesus, was anointed with the antitypical
oil—the holy Spirit. .. .. The anointing oil was poured
only upon the Head. The under-priests were not anointed
individually.”

Many similar explanations occur in the Tabernacle Shadows,
one other of which I quote (p. 54):—

“Just as soon as the sacrifice of Jesus on behalf of his
‘body’ and ‘house’ was complete and presented before the
Father, after his ascension, came the evidence of his accept-
ance in the Pentecostal baptism upon the representatives of
the church his body, and his house. And this anointing
(symbolized by the oil), which came upon the church, con-
tinues ever since on all the living members of the High
Priest’s body. This impartation of the divine mind to those
consecrated ones was the energy in them which killed each
as the Lord’s goat. This coming of the holy Spirit, the Lord’s
power or ‘hand’ at Pentecost, was shown in the type by the
High Priest coming to the door of the Tabernacle and laying
hands upon the Lord’s (Jehovah’s) goat and killing it. Just
as the Spirit of the Father enabled Jesus to sacrifice himself,
represented by the killing of the bullock, so it is the same
spirit or influence of the truth, through Christ, upon the
‘Lord’s goat’ class, which enables them to crucify themselves
as men—to kill the goat—in hope of the promised glory,
honor and immortality of the divine nature.”

The manner in which the members receive life from the
Head, the branches from the vine, also illustrates how the
supply of God’s spirit reaches the members of the church.
Our sacrifices and death are acceptable only because reck-
oned in with his perfect offering. Our death and resurrec-
tion are part of his. We will be raised by the power of God
which raised Jesus, but the power will be exercised by “the
Lord Jesus Christ, who will transform the body of our hu-
miliation into a conformity with his glorious body, according
to the gnergy (God given)) by which he is able even to
subject all things to himself.” (Phil. 3:21) It is through him
that the Father leads forth those who sleep in Jesus at his
coming.—1 Thes. 4:14.

It seems to me that we ought to be very guarded in
making radical statements which may not be in touch with
the truth at all points. There is danger of stumbling some
at the very threshold of present knowledge, by appearing to
ignore or detract from the all-sufficiency of the blessed Lord.
“You are in the anointed Jesus, who became our wisdom from
God, righteousness also, and sanctification and redemption
[deliverance]; that as it has been written, Let him who
boasts, boast in the Lord.”—1 Cor. 1:30-31.

Yours in the one spirit, E. C. MorT.

P. S. Please explain in the same connection Col. 3:23, 24.

RepLY BY THE Eprtor:—It is well that we keep clearly
in view the facts, that the world during the Millennium will
recognize Christ as their Life-giver or Father (the ‘“Everlast-
ing Father”), and will have no introduction to Jehovah until
the close of the Millennium, when those only who shall have
reached perfection and been found worthy of everlasting life
will be presented. But the church, the “bride,” the “brethren,”
the “joint-heirs” of Christ are granted fellowship with the
Father Jehovah from the time of their begetting of the spirit,
when they consecrate themselves, being previously “justified
by faith.”

This, undoubtedly, is the point whiech the brethren men-
tioned have in mind. However, they should not forget that
our standings, both as justified men and afterward as sane-
tified new creatures, are not actual, but merely reckoned
standings, before Jehovah. We can maintain the reckoned
acceptance only by abiding in Christ. “No man cometh unto
the Father but by me;” and “He that abideth in me and
I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit; for without
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me ye can do nothing. If a man abide nct in e, he 1~ cast
forth as a branch, and is withered.”

To reject the continual necessity for the covering of
Christ’s robe of imputed righteousness would be to attempt
to stand judgment hefore God’s bar in our own filthy rags of
unrighteousness—an impossibility, an absurdity. *“It is a
fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.”
(Heb. 10:31) He has provided a shelter for us in Christ
which covers our unwilful weaknesses and imperfections; and
to reject it first or last would be to do despite to the favor
of God therein extended to us.

We commend all that you have said above. dear Bro.
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Mott, and are glad that you see the subject so clearly. Ve
would add to the texts you have cited just three more, viz,
Acts. 2:33; John 5:23 and Eph. 1:6.

Col. 3:23, 24 is in agreement with all this. “One is your
Master [Lord], even Christ.” Of him we shall receive the
inheritance, even as of him we received the foretaste of it.
He received from his Father and our Father, his God and
our God, all that he has given or will give to us. (John
20:17) And so fully is the will of Christ the Father’s will,
that to serve the one is to serve the other also. “I and my
Father are one” (in purpose), said Jesus.

Vou. XVI

ALLEGHENY, PA., FEBRUARY 15, 1895
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VIEWS FROM THE TOWER

THE SOOIAL VIEW

The indications are that Russia has gained congiderable
in the new Czar. Already he manifests a statesmanlike
liberality of thought which has pleasantly surprised the
world. It is related that recently in examining papers bear-
ing upon some official appointments the Czar struck out with
his pen the sentences relating to the religious beliefs of the
apphiecants, remarking to the effect that their religious views
were their own private matter and had no bearing upon their
suitability for political office. It is hoped from this that
religious liberty may soon be granted to a degree not en-
joyed for centuries In Russia. Such a policy would be wel-
comed by Roman Catholies, Greek Catholics and Protestants,
no less than by the Jews.

In harmony with this view we note the removal of Gen.
Gourko, Governor-General of Warsaw, and of Count Ignatieff,
Governor-General of Kieff. Both of these men were noted
for their anti-Jewish proclivities; and the latter had only
recently instituted the severe persecutions of the Stundists
mentioned in our issue of Jan. 15. The Czar’s uncle, the
Prince of Wales, visited him at the time of his father’s
funeral and doubtless lent encouragement to his more liberal

views respecting government.
° * #* 13

The Lord-Mayor of Liverpool created a sensation a few
days ago in a speech before the Commercial Travelers’ Asso-
ciation. Speaking of the neced of .a higher technical and
intellectual culture amongst English workmen, he went on
to say that if they did all they could to produce British
goods he believed that in two or three years there would not
be an idle man in Great Britain. But he feared an unwill-
ingness to acquire this culture and skill, and a disposition
rather to do as little work and for as few hours as possible
and in a caieless manner. “He was afraid there was noth-
ing for it, but to let them (the English workmen) go to the
devil.”

The gentleman no doubt spoke out boldly what many
others have thought, but have not uttered. He says, truly,
that his method would give employment to the idle; but he
seems not to see what so many overlook; viz.,, that if the
workmen of Liverpool or of all England became more efficient
than other workmen the world over, and drew the world’s
business to themselves by fine work at low prices, it would
mean the stoppage of factories elsewhere and idleness of their
employees, until they had reached a similar or greater skill
and lower prices and should reclaim their trade. Meantime,
the constant increase of machinery, population and skill would
shortly make matters even worse than now, for the unem-
ployed 1n Liverpool and throughout the world would be in-
tellectually cultured workingmen who would suffer under
deprivations more than at present. This very sort of thing
has been in progress for the past twenty years.

No, the Lord-Mayor sees not the real cause of the present
social distress. It is but the natural travail and labor inci-
dent to the birth of a new order of things, liberating and
enlightenment of the race as a whole and the development of
inventions, all of which are but preparations for ‘“the day
of Christ”’—the Millennial kingdom.

# +#* *

The recent “bread riot” in Montreal, Canada, and on the
same day eight mass-meetings of thousands of unemployed
men in Berlin, Germany, demanding employment, tell us
how wide spread is the present financial depression. Capital
refuses to be risked except with profits in prospect; Labor
refuses to be used on any less favorable terms than at present,
realizing that each step lower would not only be permanent,
but would lead still lower. The only help is that suggested
in the Lord’s prayer—“Thy kingdom come; thy will be

done on earth, as it is in heaven.” Look up youiself. and
lift up the eyes and hearts of others, to the dawn of the
Millennium. Through all the present mists behold with the
eye of faith the first rays of the promised Sun of Righteous-
ness arising with healing in his beams.
THE RELIGIOUS VIEW

Zion Associations of Jews are being orgamized in Great
Britain as well as in the United States, their central thought
being a National Movement—the re-establishment of a Jewish
kingdom in Palestine. Jewish journals long silent on this
subject, if not opposed to the project, are now devoting space
in almost every issue to its consideration. We are glad to
see this. It is a “straw,” pointing in the direction indicated
by prophecy. Trust in the Lord and wait patiently for him,
and he will bring to pass all that he has promised. But do
not expect it before his time, his fized time. While the time
to favor Zion began in 1878, the treading down of the Gentiles
will not be at an end until 1914 A, . The interim, however,
will be more and more a time of turning away of blindness
from Israel;—the blindness which happened unto all Israel
except the elect remnant, after they as a nation and individu-
ally rejected Christ.—See Rom. 9:27-33; 10:1-3; 11.1. 7-11,
25-32.

* * *

The Pope, desirous of devising some scheme for a basis
of agreement between the church of Rome and the church
of England, summoned Cardinal Vaughan from England
to Rome for conference. The Cardinal gave little encourage-
ment to the proposition, even advising that such efforts would
be fruitless; but the Pope is not yet satisfied, and proposes
a conference with the Catholic Bishops of Salford, Notting-
ham and Southwark, whose sentiments are understood to be
more in harmony with the Pope’s sentiments.

One effect will be to draw some of the high-churchmen
of England Romeward, while the low-church party will unite
with other Protestants in the coming Protestant Federation,
from which, however, the word ‘*‘protestant” will pirobably
be dropped.

The Pope’s long expected Encyclical, or Geneial Message,
to the Roman church in the United States, has just been
made public. Its items of chief interest to us are: (1) It
definitely declares Mgr. Satolli the Pope’s 1epresentative—the
United States’ Pope. (2) It iefers to Protestants here, de-
sires their conversion to Romanism and suggests that Roman
Catholics in gencral win them over by their examples in living
the Christian virtues. This is surely a hint in the right
direction: Protestants in general would be glad to sec -ome
better exhibition of Christian virtues amongst their Romanist
neighbors., Should the Pope’s advice opetate energetically,
it would immediately close about three-fourths of the <aloons,
breweries and distilleries, and vacate about the same propor-
tion of all the jails and penitentiaries of omr land. The
Pope is right- such an ‘*“example” would convert many
Protestants, who would gladly forget the shameful history
of the past. But Papacy does not possess the truth which
sanctifies, and the few 1eal saints who in past centuiles be-
longed to her commmunion did not really belong to her faith,
The Encyclical says:—

“How solicitous we are of their salvation. .. . . Surely
we ought not to desert them nor leave them to their fancies;
but, with mildness and charity, draw them to us, using every
means of persuasion to induce them to cxamine closely every
part of the Catholic doctrine, and to fice themselves fiom pre-
conceived notions.

“Great is the force of example, particularly with those
who are earnestly seeking the truth and who. from a certain
inborn virtuous disposition, ave striving to live an honorable
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and upright life; to which class very many of your fellow
citizens belong. If the spectacle of Christian virtues exerted
a powerful influence over the heathens, shall we think it
powerless to eradicate error in the case of those who have
been initiated into the Christian religion?”

{(3) It congratulates the church upon its prosperity in the
United States, but intimates that liberty is not all that it
desires, but, in addition, public patronage, etc. The Encyclical
says:—

“For the church among you, unopposed by the constitution
and government of your Nation, fettered by no hostile legis-
lation, protected against violence by the common laws and
the impartiality of the tribunals, is free to live and act with-
out hindrance. Yet, though all this is true, it would be very
erroneous to draw the conclusion that in America is to be
sought the type of the most desirable status of the church,
or that it would be universally lawful or expedient for State
and church to be, as in America, dissevered and divorced.
The fact that Catholicity with you is in good condition, nay,
is even enjoying a prosperous growth, is by all means to be
attributed to the fecundity with which God has endowed his
church, in virtue of which, unless men and circumstances
interfere, she spontaneocusly expands and propagates herself.
But she would bring forth more abundant fruits, if, in addi-
tion to liberty, she enjoyed the favor of the laws and the
patronage of the public authority.”

This would be to make matters stand here as they stood
in Europe, during the “dark ages,” which Papacy recognizes
as its Millennium, the present period of progress and civiliza-
tion under Protestant influences being recognized by them
as the “little season” of Rev. 20:7 in which the devil is
loosed in the form of Protestantism.

Many Protestants, while unwilling to return to religious
serfdom to Papacy, are convinced that Jiberty and enlighten-
ment are not always conducive to contentment amongst the
masses and would be quite willing to be identified with a
Protestant “image of the beast” with sufficient show of
strength and authority to awe not only the masses, but also
to hold its own against the papal (leopard) ‘“beast,”’—still
feared even while fellowshiped and fraternized.

But the Lord’s program included a new order of things
entirely,—“a new heavens and new earth,” a new ecclesiastical
system and a new social system. The present enlightenment
of the people and their incidental discontent are merely means
toward the great end he has in view, outlined in the Serip-
tures. ‘He shall not fail nor be discouraged until he have
established justice in the earth.”—Isa. 42:4.

A PROPOSED PAN-AMERICAN CONGRESS OF RELIGION AND
EDUCATION

Steps are being taken to hold a general convention of
Catholies, Protestants and Hebrews during the coming Sum-
mer. The date has not yet been fixed, but July 1s suggested.
Tt 18 to last one week and to have two general sessions daily,
and ten sectional meetings each afternoon. Seven cities are
reported as competing for the privilege of entertaining the
convention.

Rev. S. G. Smith, D. D., of Minneapolis, is the President
and Mr. S, Sherwin is Sceretary. They, with Rev. Dr. Ed-
wards of Chieago, Rev. Dr. Bennett of Akron. O., Rev. Dr.
Burrill of New York City, constitute a special committee
to decide upon the most desirable time and place. “Secretary
Sherwin has started a systematic plan of organization which
will be cariied out in every state and country by counties.”
The Congress will invite representatives from Central and
South America and Canada. Among those who have promised
most hearty coiiperation are Archbishop Ireland (Roman Cath-
olic), Bishop Mahlin (Episcopalian), Bishops J. H. Vincent,
J. H. Hurst and C. H. Fowler (Methodist Episcopal), and
President of the Chicago University, W. F. Harper (Baptist).

How rapidly matters are moving! It certainly seems prob-
able that the Protestant Federation will be an accomplished
fact within six years. It will be a fellow with Papacv though
distinet from it, as the Seriptures clearly show. The time
is short wherein to serve the truth.

AGAINST SO-CALLED HIGHER CRITICISM

The Bishops of the Protestant Episcopal church have issued
a Pastoral Letter to their people, warning them against ‘“se-
ductions to lawlessless,” and against the so-ecalled ‘“higher
criticism” of our day which threatens to wreck all faith in the
Seriptures on the part of those who are misled thereby. The
Pa-toral has its good points. We quote extracts:—

“We, your Bishops, having been assembled to take order,
under the guidance of the holy Spirit. for the extension of
the kingdom of God, have availed ourselves of the opportunity
to meet in council to consider our duty in view of certain
novclties of opinion and expression, which have seemed to us
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to be subversive of the fundamental verities of Christ’s religion.
It has come to our knowledge that the minds of many of the
faithful clergy and laity are disturbed aud distressed by these
things; and we desire to comfort them by the firm assurance
that the episcopate of the church, to which, in a peculiar man-
ner, the deposit of faith has been entrusted, is not unfaithful
to that sacred charge, but will guard and keep it with all
diligence, as men who shall hereafter give account to God. . . .

“The minute and reverent study of the divine Word must
always be necessary and will always be profitable. The time
will never come when men will not be obliged to combine the
separate portions of God’s Word, to study the fashions in
which they were given, and to consider the operation of the
holy Spirit, both in and through the sacred writers; and the
time will never come when the honest student of God’s Word
will not require and will not welcome every eritical appliance
which the providence of God may furnish, to cast new light on
the sacred page. It would be faithless to think that the
Christian religion has anything to fear from the ecritical
study of the holy Secriptures.

“We devoutly thank God for the light and truth which
have come to us through the earnest labors of devout critics
of the sacred text. What we deprecate and rebuke is the irrev-
erent rasbness and unscientific method of many professed
crities, and the presumptuous superciliousness with which they
vaunt erroneous theories of the day as established results
of eriticism. From this fault professedly Christian ecritics are
not always exempt; and by Christian eritics we mean those
who, both by theory and practice, recognize the inspiration of
God as the controlling element of holy Secripture.”

After asserting that no discovery of modern research, posi-
tively ascertained, is of a character to unsettle a Christian’s
faith in any particular, the letter continues:

“Any anstruction or any study which makes any part of
the Bible less authoritative than it really is, which weakens
faith in its inspiration, which tends to eliminate Christ from
the utterances of the prophets, or which leads a man to think
of miracles with a half-suppressed skepticism, is a pernicious
instruction and a pernicious study.”

The sound logic of such “Pastorals” will appeal very favor-
ably to a large class of Protestants: and, not having the cor-
rect view of the subject, the feeling will arise. would that
we had a Pope or a Council of Bishops whose letters to the
church would come with apostolic authority. And as the
Scriptures show. by and by this desire will result in the gen-
eral umon of Protestants to which the supposed power and
authority of the bishops of the Episcopal church will be added
as “life to the image.”

A REFLECTIVE M. E. MINISTER

At the January monthly gathering of the M E. ministers
of Brooklyn, the Rev. J. Rippete of the DeKalb Ave. church
astonished the others by the following truthful observation, the
force of which seems not to have dawnel upon the minds of
ministers in general. He said:—

“If the standards of the Methodist church are right, then
nine out of ten members are going to heli. We preach and are
taught to preach that without holiness and purity no man
shall see God. Put that standard up and you must have
a purgatory. Our fuueral orations are at war with our
theology. Our philosophizing cuts the nerve of .ur con-
vietion.”

We are glad that the brother’s eyes are opening a little.
Although the first effect of the light of reason is to shock
and stagger him, it may do him good eventuallv. by directing
him_ to the discrepancy between the teachings of his Methodist
standards and the true standard—the Word of God.

The effect of the error wpon » thoughtful mind is toward
one of two things;—to look about for a purgatory, or to re-
duce the meaning of the word “holiness” to a level which would
permit everyone not an out-and-out criminal to be considered
holy. Such seems to be the effect upon the majority of min-
isters; for their funeral orations generally send “the ring-
streaked and speckled” Christians (as Bp. Foster stvles them)
to glory and to “see the Lord,” and execlude only the blackest
of the black goats. As a consequence holiness is at a discount
in all the churches, and those who profess to be of the “sanc-
tified in Christ Jesus” are sneered at as Pharisces who weuld
raise the heavenlv standard so as to exclude the unsanctified.
One of the ministers at the above meeting (Rev. Dr. Poulson)
evidently took a very lax view of holiness; for in replyving to
the above he said, “We may differ as to the meaning of saneg-
tification.” But, we inquire, is ithere any room for difference
of opinion on the meaning of such simple English words as
holiness and sanctification? And are not the Greek words
which they represent of equally fixed meaning? Only such
an emergency would lead intelligent men to quibble about the
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meaning of such simple words, to the confusion of themselves
and their flocks.

We trust that the Rev. Rippere’s eyes may yet open wide
enough to see that while only the holy will ever see the Lord,
the others will not, as the Methodist standards teach, be roasted
and toasted for ever in hell; but that the Millennial age will
be the great purgatory in which with many and few stripes the
Lord will “thresh the heathen” and bring all to a clear knowl-
edge of himself, to a correct appreciation of holiness, and to
a grand opportunity for reconciliation through the precious
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blood and for return to God and to perfection by the “highway
of holiness” then to be opened up for “whosoever will,” who
has not had a full opportunity in the present life.

While this subject is fresh in the minds of the Brooklyn
Methodists, we think it would be well for the brethren there
to see that all the churches are supplied with tracts on the
subject—PURGATORY (No. 17), A REPLY To Bp. FoSTER'S NEW
GospPEL (No. 25), and Do You KwNow? (No. 21). The
Tﬁ‘act Society will supply the tracts freely. Let the light
shine!

THE KING'S

Under the reign of sin and death there is now a ‘“broad
road,” in which, under the tendency of the world, the flesh
and the devil, almost all mankind are walking in a greater or
less degree of selfishness and gratification of the lusts of the
flesh, the lust of the eye and the pride of life. Its gradfz is
downward and away from God. Its end is death, in just
harmony with the original sentence of sin in Eden. On it
none can retrace his steps so as to return to God. He may
stop for a time, or even attempt to return, but the grade is
too steep, and the influence and pressure of the crowd irre-
sistible; and soon he is on the downward course again—mov-
ing slowly or swiftly.

But there is a way of life, into which the pilgrim may turn.
Of it our Lord said, “I am the way, the truth and the life.”
There is consequently only one way of return—through ac-
ceptance of Christ and obedience testifying thereto. Its gate
is Faith, and at present it is a very difficult road to travel,
even after it has been found. This gate and way have been
open for nearly nineteen centuries. (John 14:6) Compara-
tively few of the race have ever seen or known of this path;
for we are authoritatively informed that “few there be that
find it.” And the reason for this is given,—“the god of this
world [Satan] hath blinded the minds of them that believe
not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ should
shine unto them.”—2 Cor. 4:4.

Here is a marvelous thing! Why does the God of love
make the gate to the way of life so obscure that only a small
portion of the race have any opportunity of even knowing of
it?—and so narrow and rugged that when found many are
so discouraged with the prospect that they make but little
effort to walk therein, and gradually drift back again into
the general current of the broad road?

From the ordinary standpoint—the world’s standpoint of
ignorance and human speculation—there is no reasonable
answer to this question. But from the standpoint of the
divine plan of the ages, as revealed in the Scriptures, there
is a very satisfactory answer.

The answer is, that God’s purpose of mercy respecting the
world (which entered the “broad road” through Adam’s trans-
gression and sentence) is to deal with it as a whole;—to let
all have an experience with the wages of sin (death), and
then through Christ to end the reign of sin and death under
Satan, and inaugurate a reign of righteousness and life under
Christ,—the kingdom of God. Thus seen, the “narrow way”
now open (which only a few see, and in which but a “little
flock” walk in faithfully when they do find it), is not meant
to be the way of life for the race in general. It is provided
only for a special class, called variously in Scripture—‘“the
Church of Christ,” “the Bride,” “the Temple of the Living
God,” “the Elect” or Select, “the Body of Christ,” the “little
flock” to which it is “the Father’s good pleasure to give the
kingdom.” The gate of Faith is made obscure to insure that
those who enter shall be faith-full. The way is rugged and
difficult to insure that all who continue in that way faithful
to the end shall be “overcomers,”—shall be of strong char-
acter. The special service for which these are being selected
demands that they shall be tried as gold is purified, in the
furnace of discipline, that they may be found vessels unto
honor and meet for the Master’s use, when his time shall
come for them, with their Lord and Redeemer, as “the seed
of Abraham” to extend the blessing of God to all the families
of the earth (the dead as well as the living) (Gal. 3:16, 29)
and when they with him shall be the kings and priests unto
God who shall reign on the earth during the Millennial age,
to bind Satan’s power (Rev. 5:10; 20:1) and to open the
cyes of those whom he has so long blinded and deceived. By
these God will prepare a favorable way for all.—Isa. 62:10.

WHEN CHRIST IS KING—WHAT THEN? ~

When our Redeemer shall have taken to himself his great
power and established his kingdom,—after the last member
of “the church which is his body” shall have been perfected
and glorified with the Head upon the throne (Rev. 11:17;
3:21),—after the great “time of trouble such as was not
since there was a nation” shall have swept away present in-
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stitutions and humbled the pride of man in the dust and
brought the world into a teachable attitude, then the broad
road to death will be abolished and instead the way to death
(second death) thereafter will be hedged about and made narrow
and difficult, by reason of the speedy and just retribution
which then will promptly follow every attempted violation
of Immanuel’s laws. The narrow way to immortal life will
also have terminated, having served its purpose by selecting
the “little flock,” the “royal priesthood,” through persecution
for godliness and fierce oppositions from the world, the flesh
and the devil. Then Satan will be “bound” (restrained from
deceiving mankind) and “the world” will be forced to re-
spect at least outwardly the laws and kingdom of God. The
“flesh,” the weaknesses men labor under as the result of the
fall, will alone stand between men and perfect happiness,—
and full arrangements are provided by the Mediator-King for
assisting the fallen flesh back to perfection. The way of life
will then be a highway, cleared of every impediment—the
highway of holiness.

The various arrangements of the Millennial kingdom will
at first make the road to death difficult (to insure that only
the wilful shall go by it into the second death); and the
same kingdom arrangements will make the way to life easy
of access. Its gate of faithful obedience will be clearly seen
and easily accessible to all; and its name correspondingly will
no longer be the narrow way, but the King’s highway of holi-
ness, leading to life everlasting, and open to all who desire
righteousness.—John 10:16.

As the prince of darkness (Satan) rules now over the broad
road and its blinded millions whom he leads downiard to
death, so there the Prince of Light (Christ, Head and body)
will rule over mankind, for whom he will open up the high-
way of holiness, upon which millions will go upward to life
eternal. It is as a means to this end that he is selecting his
church, is causing the great trouble to come upon the world,
and will shortly bind Satan for the thousand years of his
reign. And, more than this, he will open the blinded eyes
that all may see the light of the knowledge of the goodness
of God as it shines in the face of Jesus Christ.—2 Cor. 4:6.

When Satan no longer has power to deceive men and to
put good for evil and evil for good; when the eyes of their
understanding have been opened to see and appreciate “the
true Light,”—until “every man that cometh into the world”
has been thus enlightened (John 1:9; 1 Tim. 2:6); when the
knowledge of the Lord fills the whole earth as the waters
cover the depths of the sea (all covered, but some more deeply
than others) ; when there shall no longer be necessity to teach,
every man his neighbor, saying, “Know the Lord,” because
all shall know the Lord from the least to the greatest (Jer.
31:34); when the Lord’s kingdom shall have come and his
will is done on earth as it is done in heaven—instead of the
message of the Gospel being limited to a few, all will know
the plan of God; and the evidences of its truth will be so
clear and convincing that none will have excuse for disbelief;
for the conditions will be such that doubt would be more
difficult than is belief at present. Nevertheless a personal ac-
ceptance of “the way” (Christ) and of the conditions of
the New Covenant will be required of each individual thus
enlightened.

Not only will men learn unquestionably that Christ died
for our sins, the just for the unjust, that he might bring us
to God; but more, they will see and feel the restitution work
begun, in themselves and in their fellows. (Acts 3:19-21;
Ezek. 16:48-50, 53-55, 60-63) They will see righteousness ruling
the world unto or toward life. instead of as now sin reigning
and all of its influences tending unto death. They will see
great changes in the climate of the earth because “he that
hath the power of death, that is the devil” (Heb. 2:14), will
no longer be “the prince [ruler] of the power of the air”
(Eph. 2:2), and “the wilderness and the solitary place shall
rejoice” and ‘“the earth shall yield her increase” (Isa. 35;
Ezek. 34:27); for the microbes of destruction and disease
shall be restrained and “nothing shall hurt nor destroy” in all
God’s holy Kingdom.—Isa. 11:9.
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Sickness and pamn and all diseases will yield to the power
of the Great P’hysician upon the thione; and he will not per-
mit death to hefall any except those who shall intelligently
and willfully refuse his offers of full restitution, by rejecting
the terms of obedience 1equired under the New Covenant then
open to all. And cven these shall be liberally dealt with,
for our Lord willeth not the death of him that dieth, but would
rather that all should turn unte him and live. Accordingly,
while all will be forced to “bow,” in at least outward recog-
nition of that kingdom, and to “confess” it a blessed improve-
ment upon the 1eign of sin unto death (Rom. 5:21; 1 Cor.
15:26), vet their will must 1emain their own and their prog-
ress 1n restitution beyond the common advantages will depend
upon their willingness or unwillingness to come into accord
with that kingdom and its righteous arrangements. Concern-
ing these we are expressly told by the Prophet, that if still
sinners when a hundred years old they will be cut off (in
the second death—destruction—firom which there is to be no
vansom and no resuricction) ; but that to die at that age then,
would be hike a death in infancy now;—because the smoking
flax he will not quench, nor break the bruised reed; and all
who shall then show any evidence of love and consecration
to the Lord may continue to enjoy the kingdom blessing-
at least until the close of that Millennial age.—Isa. 65:20.

As the TLoid now sends seed-time and haivest, sun and
ram, upon the just and unjust, so then. to a certain extent
(i. e.. for one hundred years each), the restitution blessings.
that is, the equitable laws and other public arrangements fo
the education and uplifting of the masses, and the climatic
conditions more favorable to health, will be common to all
men. But. although plenteous in mercy, the Lord “will not
[continue] always [tol chide [correct]; he will not keep
[hold back] his anger This righteous indignation against
wilful sin and sinners] forever.” “Every soul which will
not hear [obey] that Prophet [Teacher] shall be destroyed
from among the people.”—Acts 3:23.

But although the condition of things in the Millennial age
will differ greatly from present conditions so as to be almost
the 1cverse, yet the laws of God, like himself. change not:
it i~ merely the conditions that will have changed. God’s
law, when exercised by our Lord Jesus and his church (“Do
ve not know that the saints shall judge the world?”’ 1 Cor.
6:2), and tempered with merecy (because of man’s fallen con-
dition for which as Redeemer our Lord paid the price in his
own death) will be the same law in every particular that it
always has been. It cannot change, for the same reason that
God himself cannot change;—because it is perfect, and to
change it in any degree would be to make it imperfect.

That law is love. Iull obedience to it means perfect love—
controllirg every thought. word and deed; partial obedience
means a inmcasure of love. At the beginning of that new era
the world in general will be loveless as at present—controlled
instead by selfishness: for the heart of the natural [fallen}
man is enmity against this law of God which represents God’s
character. When present-day selfishness shall have blossomed
and gone to seed in the great time of trouble now impending,
it will become apparent to all that, however selfish their
heaits may be, their deeds must thereafter conform more
closely to the principle of love—doing to others as they would
have others do to them. It will thus be with a practical lesson
that the new King will introduce the law of his kingdom. Then
loving deeds and words will be made compulsory upon all,
though their hearts (wills) may still be tainted with selfish-
ness; for God does not now, and never will, force the wills of
his creatures. But those who at end of the hundred years’
of trial remain obstinate in heart, and only obedient out-
wardly, under compulsion, shall be judged hopeless “sinners,”
and will be cut off fiom all further trial for life; for the
principle will still hold that, “He that believeth on the Son
hath everlasting life: and he that believeth not the Son shall
not see life: the wrath of God abideth on him.”—1 John 3:36.

“In that day” an tntellectual unbelief in Christ and the
offer of salvation will be an impossibility (Isa. 11:9); for
“cven the devils helieve and tremble;” but belief, in the sense
of acceptance of Christ as the Lord who bought us, and hearty
obedience to the letter and «pirit of his requirements, will
be the condition upon which any may obtain everlasting life—
provided and intended only for those who love God: which
implies a love of his character and his laws.—Isa. 47:14-21.

But perfect love and obedience in letter and spirit will
not be realized by the world then on trial, until the close
of the Millennial age; for perfection of being is necessary to
a perfection of ohcdience; and that entire age will be neces-
sary to the full restitution or bringing back of such as accept
the Son to the perfection and divine fellowship lost six thou-
sand years ago. And as from the first moment of the death-
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sentence Adam and the race were mo longer fully alive, but
dying, so, although the reign or kingdom of life will con-
tinue during the entire age to lift the obedient out of death
toward life, yet perfection of life will not be attained until
the end of the process of uplifting or restitution;* and none
will get that grand gift of God except such as are perfected
in love—not only in word and deed, but also in the very
deepest thoughts and intents of their hearts. Such as thus
believe the Son, accept of his grace and are conformed to his
image, and such only, shall see life, in the full and absolute
sense, and be presented unto the Father perfect and unre-
provable in love, when Christ shall deliver up the kingdom,
having thus accomplished the work begun by him nearly
three thousand years before, when he bought the world with
his own life, that he might give life unto all them that obey
him.

But while the giving of everlasting life to the worthy ones
of the world will be at the close of the Millennial age, and
m the nature of a reward of obedience in the school of Christ,
in fashioning themselves after the pattern of the Redeemer’s
character, yet that everlasting life will be reckoned to each
one who accepts of Christ and comes to any degree of heart-
harmony with his requirements, from the moment that he
thus accepts the terms of the New Covenant.

The various temperaments and various degrees of degra-
dation of fallen men guarantee that their hearty acceptance
of Christ and his regulations for their blessing will differ,
as is now the case with those who come to the knowledge
of the truth. Some will respond quickly, some slowly, some
not at all. But the Lord’s provision, that all shall have
at least a hundred years of opportunity under the clear light
of “the Sun of Righteousness” (Mal. 4:2; Luke 1:78, 79),
guarantees against the loss of any for whom there could be
any hope that they would develop characters fit for an eternity
of fellowship with God. Nor will it be merely those who
promptly and fully accept the Lord that will bhe continued
beyond the first hundred vears of trial, for we are assured
that ‘“‘the bruised reed he will not break, and smoking flax
he will not quench.” That is, if there is any tendency to hold
on, to appreciate and to make use of the divine favors, if there
is even a smouldering spark of love toward God and righteous-
ness, the Lord will not break off such a one, but will fan the
spark if perchance it might become a blaze of love which
would purify the heart and eventually bring every thought into
captivity to the will of God. He will pursue this course until
“he shall bring forth judgment unto truth.”—Isa. 42:3.

Those who most quickly and most fully aceept the new
conditions will more quickly and more fully taste the joys
of salvation and the Lord’s favor, and have the peace of God
rule in their hearts. Thus the measure of “light” sinned
against in the present life determines not only the amount
of heart-hardening, but also the time and amount of difficulty
the person will experience in getting his heart softened again.f

Those who will be “cut off” during the Millenmium will
be such as when given full opportunity to enter upon the
King’s highway of holiness will refus. to “go up thereon.”
Satan’s broad road of the present tim~ is a downward one,
but the King’s highway in the Millennium will have an up-
ward grade. Now, men can go downward to death almost
without effort; but to reach the prize of life at the end of
the highway will require effort. That “highway,” however,
will require less effort and overcoming than does the “narrow
way” of the present age. It will be less steep, for several cen-
turies may be had for gradually developing character in like-
ness to the Lord’s, whereas now the development must be
effected in much less time to constitute the pilgrim an “over-
comer” and a worthy associate with the Lord in the throne.
Now, there are “stumbling-stones” to faith in the “narrow
way,” to test the faithful in trust and endurance, and there
are “lions” of opposition to threaten, and to turn back dis-
couraged, all except the “peculiar’ people whom the Lord
is now selecting for the peculiar work of the future, as his
bride; but of the King’s highway it is declared, “No lion shall
be there, nor any ravenous beast;” and the stumbling-stones
ghall all be gathered out, and mountains of difficulty shall
be leveled, and valleys of despair and discouragement shall be
filled up, that the King’s highway may be most favorable;—
that all the redeemed of the Lord (who will accept the gift
of life upon the conditions of its offer) may go up thereon to

* Thus it will be seen that the statement of Rev. 20:5, ‘“The rest of
the dead [aside from those associated with Christ in the kingdom at the
beginning of the Millennium] lived not again until the thousand years
are finished,” is a true enough statement when /ife is properly under-
stood to mean their perfection in life and their acceptance to eternal life
by the Father at the close of the Millennium. The fact remains, how-

ever, that this clause of Rev. 20:5 is not found in any Greek MS. of
earlier date than the fifth century;—nor is it found in the ancient Syriac.

+ See *“The Retributive Character of Divine Law,” June 1, ’94.
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perfection.—Isa. 35:8-10; 62:10; 40:4, 5; 51:11; 256:6-8.

It must not, however, be supposed that progress along that
easy “highway,” with everything to aid in the development of
character, and with nothing like opposition or temptation to
test its strength, would be sufficient evidence of heart-loyalty
to God and his laws to prove that all who will reach the end
of that age, are worthy of everlasting life; even though in
the use of its elixirs of life,—its pure air, nutritious foods,
inspired skill and conformity to its divine laws and regula-
tions—they shall have attained human perfection,—physical,
mental and moral.

The testings of the present “narrow way” are step by
step; but the testings of the King’s highway will be specially
two—at the beginning and at the end: first, as to who will
start to go upward on it and keep on going upward; and
finally a test of all who shall have gone up that highway to its
farther end—to the end of the Millennium. Such will then
be tested or proved as to their fitness for everlasting life.
(1) Those who, when all the conditions of knowledge and
obedience are so favorable (as God has promised they shall
be—so that the conditions in general shall make the road to
life a highway), will make no effort upward will be cut off
after one hundred years of opportunity and testings and re-
proof, as unworthy of further testing or further Millennial
privileges. (Isa. 65:20) (2) The object of the test of those
who shall have gone up the highway to its farther end will
not be to prove which are sinners, either open or covert;
for none of them will be transgressors of God’s law, the evil
doers having been cut off long before, at the end of a hun-
dred years trial; and no doubt it will surprise many of them
when they learn that God has purposed their trial at all.
What! Test those who for hundreds of years have been liv-
ing in harmony with God’s law, and constantly blessed by
it? Are not those centuries of obedience a sufficient proof
of loyalty to God? Will there be further tests? If so, why?

We answer that their obedience for centuries had its
corresponding reward of blessings and enjoyments experi-
enced during those centuries. They are still God’s debtors.
God does not owe them everlasting life. Everlasting life
is a gift of God through Christ: it is one of the things,
however, prepared for those who love God, and the test at
the end of the Millennial age will be a test of love;—to
prove the degree of love and consecration that has been
developed as a character in those who have seen and enjoyed
so many of God’s favors. Not outward perfection merely, but
inward perfection will be the test; and that some who will
have reached outward perfection will not have developed the
inward perfection of heart or will, even with every favorable
opportunity, is evident from the results of the test. (Rev.
20:9) So, too, Adam was perfect before his trial in Eden,
but he had not developed a consecrated will or character fully
submitted to the Lord. Satan was perfect as an angel of
God, but he developed a character or will antagonistic to God’s.
And God’s purpose is that the trial or judgment both of angels
and men shall be so thorough, so complete, that not a single
creature who is not in absolute heart harmony with God
and his laws shall receive everlasting life and pass into
the ages of eternity beyond the Millennium. All not possessed
of characters (wills) in full, absolute harmony with God’s
will, must die the second death. And yet they will have
enjoyed much, and will have much for which to be thankful.
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In no other way could the Lord continue his creatures in
his own likeness as free moral agents, and yet guarantee that
when the Millennial reign of Christ shall have caused the
former things of sin to pass away, “there shall be no more
death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any
more pain.”

Praise God for the lengths and breadths of his great and
gracious plan of salvation through Christ;—for the narrow
way of the present with its severe trials and temptations and
its great prize of life in joint-heirship with our Lord the Re-
deemer; and praise him too for the great highway of holiness
which by and by shall be prepared and opened by the Chnist
to all the redeemed, that whosoever will may not perish, but
have the gift of God, eternal life.

The test at the close of the Millennium is symbolically
represented in Rev. 20:7-10. Satan will be permitted to at-
tempt to deceive all, whose number will then be as the sand,
but what proportion he will succeed in leading astray is not
stated.

The Lord’s Word does not indicate the nature of the
movement, but we do not suppose that Satan and his fol-
lowers will go up and surround the beloved city (the capital
of the earthly phase of the kingdom) with any thought of
war, or with intent to use physical force. They could not be
so foolish, after so long an experience with the power of God’s
kingdom. We surmise that they will err in their calculation
of when the thousand years of Christ’s autocratic kingdom
will end, and when the dominion of earth will be restored
to mankind in general to be exercised as a republic—in full
harmony with the divine law. Miscalculating the time, they
may feel that the rulers of that time (Abraham, Isaac and
Jacob and all the prophets) are prolonging their rule un-
warrantedly. And the surrounding of the beloved city may
signify a ‘“demonstration,” or appeal for their rights, such
as has often been made by present-day workmen—surrounding
Parliament or council chambers with remonstrances against in
fringements of their claimed rights. Such peaceful remon-
strances in the present time against wrongs or oppressions are
not sins, but such a demonstration on the part of perfect men
after centuries of benefits and blessings at God’s hands would
indicate that their hearts were not fully submitted to the
Lord; for the right hearted would say to such an invitation,—
No: we may have been mistaken in our understanding of the
Lord’s word, or in our calculations of the time;—but if God
sees best to continue us as “servants’” rather than to grant us
the full liberties and privileges of “sons” (Rom. 8:21), we
will trust the wisdom, love and power which have so abund-
antly provided for us thus far—even while we were yet sin-
ners—and will not even harbor in our hearts a wish to change
any of the Lord’s arrangements, much less would we join in
any demonstration or protest against the Lord’s arrangements.

Only those who under such a test would manifest heart-
harmony with God are of the class for whom everlasting life
has been prepared as a gift of God. Such will be received
and blessed after the test; but the others will be cut off in the
second death. Tf it be objected that these committed no
great crime, we answer, neither was the transgression of the
perfect Adam a gross crime; but the eating of the forbidden
fruit was a disobedience; and disobedience and transgression
on the part of perfect beings is a just cause for a refusal to
grant such the great boon of life everlasting.

CHRIST, AND THE

—FEB. 24, JOHN 9:1-11.

Golden Text—“I am the light of the world.”

The question of the Lord’s disciples (verse 2) was the
expression of a common opinion among many of the Jews,
and one also entertained by Job’s friends,—that all suffering
is the direct penal result of some personal sin. But this man.
having been born blind, they reasoned, must have been so
afflicted on account of some sins of his parents.

The Lord, both in this instance and on another occasion
(see Luke 13:1-5), clearly disclaimed the idea. While it is
true that some afflictions are the direct results of personal
sins and are the promptly administered penalties designed
for the warning and correction of the offender, such is not
always the case. This is the age of the triumph of evil and
the persecution of righteousness. (See Mal. 3:15; Psa. 73:2-
17; 1 Tim. 5:24, 25) Afflictions often come upon the Lord’s
most devoted saints to try them and prove them, to test their
loyalty, zeal and faithfulness, and to refine and cultivate the
Christian graces and establish character.

In the particular instance of this lesson, the affliction
is said to have been permitted for the special purpose of
manifesting the power of God through Christ in his recovery.
He was raised up blind for this purpose, just as Pharaoh,

MAN BORN BLIND

being a suitable character in which to manifest the power of
God in another way, was raised up to the throne of Egypt.

In this illustration of the giving of sight to the blind we
have a sample of the great work of restitution to be performed
in the Millennial age. Then not only will the blind eves be
opened, but the deaf ears will be unstopped, and the lame
man shall leap as a hart and the tongue of the dumb shall
sing; and even all that are in the graves shall hear the voice
of the Son of man and shall come forth. (Isa. 35:3, 6; John
5:28, 29)  And not only will the bodies of men be thus blessed.
but their minds and hearts will be similarly liberated from the
fetters of ignorance, superstition and sin. This is the work
of God to be accomplished when the kingdom shall be estab-
ii{sl.led in the earth under the dominion of his anointed Son and

eir.

That great work of his future reign the Lord on this
and various occasions illustrated, that through such illus-
trations the faith of his disciples in this age might bLe con-
firmed.

The statement of verse 4 calls to mind also the state-
ment of the Prophet Isaiah (21:12), to which the Lord evi-
dently referred. The coming night would be one when *no
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man ean work:” and it behooved the Lord and all the mem-
bers of his body, the church, to make use of the opportuni-
ties in hand for doing that portion of the Father’s work which
is to Le accomplished in the present age, before the foretold
nieht cometh.—*The morning [the Millennial morning]
cometh. and also the night [the dark night of great tribulation
which shall immediately precede the dawning of the glorious
dﬂ_\'].”

Jesus said (verse 5), “As long as I am in the world, I
am the light of the world;” and to his disciples, who were
to continue his work after he should leave the world, he
said (Matt. 5:14). “Ye are the light of the world.” Thus
through Christ and the church the light would continue to
shine 1n the world in the midst of its darkness until the pre-
dicted night would come, when the world that has loved dark-
ness rather than light shall be overwhelmed by it, and in
the midst of its shadows, reap the fruit of its own sowing.

The means which the Lord used to effect the cure of the
blind man had no intinsic healing virtue, but they served to
fix the attention and to test the faith of the man in the great

ZION’S WATCH TOWER

ALLEGHENY, Pa.

teacher. Had he had no confidence in Jesus he might have
despised the means and ridiculed the idea that the anointing
with clay and the washing in the pool of Siloam would ac-
complish such a miracle as the giving of sight to one born
blind, and so never have been healed. But the spirit of faith
and meckness led him rather to hope and obedience and the
blessed result of vision.

Then followed his grateful testimony. How different from
the caviling, dishonest disposition of the opposers that stood
by. The account of the noble testimony of this healed one
fills our hearts with warmest admiration. He bravely faced
the opposition, reasoned with the opposers, boldly affirmed
his own most reasonable faith, and took the conseguences,
being cast out of the synagogue.

It was then—in the time of his persecution for righteous-
ness’ sake—that the Lord found him and established and
confirmed his faith in himself as the Son of God, the long-
promised Messiah. Thus it is ever with those who faithfully
endure hardness as good soldiers of the Lord Jesus. The
reward of his presence and loving approval is ever with them.

THE AWAKENING OF LAZARUS

——MARCH 3, JOHN 11:30-45.

Golden Text—“1 am the resurrection and the life.”—
Verse 25.

In this lesson is brought before us the glorious doctrine
of the resurrection—a doctrine which finds no place in any
religious system except Christianity, nor in any religious
standards of authority save the Bible. While the doctrine of
redemption is the central doctrine of the Christian system,
the doctrine of the resurrection is the end of our faith, our
glorious hope through Christ. Eliminate this doctrine from
the Bible, and our faith is vain—1 Cor. 15:14.

And yet, strange to say, Christians in general have almost
Jost sight of this doetrine, as the natural consequence of sev-
eral popular errors. As the Prophet Isaiah (28:15) expresses
it, they have made a covenant with death, and with the grave
thev are at agreement. Instead of regarding death as the
Word of God presents it—as the “enemy” of our race, “the
wages of sin,” they have come to regard it as “the angel God
hath sent to earry mortals home,” and as a step in a process
of evolution to higher conditions. With the idea that the
destinies of both the good and the evil are fixed and entered
upon unalterably and everlastingly at the moment of death,
they bhave no use for a resurrection, even though they know

that the Scriptures teach it and even though a majority of
them profess to believe it.

But what saith the Scriptures? Hear the Prophet Isaiah
(28:18): “Your covenant with death shall be disannulled,
and your agreement with [sheol] the grave shall not
stand; . . . . the hail [hard, forcible truth] shall sweep away
the refuge of lies, and the waters [of prevailing truth] shall
overflow the hiding place lof error].” Kven so shall it be in
this harvest time of judgment upon “Christendom.”

The awakening of Lazarus from the “sleep” of death was
but a foreshadowing of the power and purpose of God for
the liberating of all the prisoners of Sin and Death in his own
appointed time, through Christ and his kingdom.

When Jesus wept at the tomb of Lazarus it was in sym-
pathy, not only with his bereaved friends, but also with the
many similar scenes of sorrow which must thus afflict man-
kind before the dawning of the ithen far distant glorious day
of resurrection.

For a fuller exposition of the Bible’s teaching concerning
resurrection—*“the first resurrection,” the general resurrection,
the character and the object of each, see our issues of April
1 and Oect. 15, 1893.

WHAT LACK I YET

MARCH 10, MARK 10:17-27;

Golden Text—“Seek ye first the Kingdom of God.”—Matt.
6:33.

We have in this lesson an illustration of the great diffi-
culty of getting a full, fair view of one’s self. Hence the
value of every applied test of character. These tests open
our eves to our real condition of heart as we could not other-
wise realize them. Sometimes the test comes in the shape
of a searching question which leads the thoughtful to a close
scanning of his ways—as, for instance, the Lord’s repeated
question to Peter—“Lovest thou me?” Sometimes it is a
direet showing of the line of duty through difficulties and
dangers from which the flesh shrinks; and sometimes it comes
in tempests and storms of persecution which prove the heart’s
lovalty to God and its powers of endurance. But in what-
ever shape the tests of character are applied to us we have
reason to be thankful for their good office in the better ac-
quainting us with our own hearts.

This young man who came to Jesus inquiring, What lack
T yet? was, evidently, one who was in many respects very
excmplary. From his youth up he had carefully observed
the divine law, and had sought scrupulously to fashion his
character in conformity to its precepts. And now he had heard
the teachings of the Galilean claimant to the Messiahship and
had observed the testimony of his miracles—the power of God
witnessing to the truth of his claims. And, notwithstanding
the persecuting spirit of the rulers and teachers in Israel
agoinst the Lord and all who believed in the validity of his
claims, he came to him openly, saluted him with that rever-
ence due to so great a teacher, and sincerely inquired what he
should do to inherit eternal life.

The inquiry, especially under these circumstances, indi-
cated most eommendable candor, thoughtful consideration, and
realization that by the deeds of the law no flesh had yet
gained the Jife it promised for obedience, as well as faith in
the new and wonderful teacher to show him more perfectly
the way of life. All of these were most promising indica-

MATT. 19:16-30; LUKE 18:18-30.——

tions of discipleship. “Then Jesus, beholding him, loved
hirm.” A life of moral purity, sincerity, thoughtfulness and
truth had left no marks of degradation but had given to the
countenance that frankness and nobility which always accom-
panies a transparent character.

The Lord’s reference to the law brought the quick re-
sponse, “All these things have I kept from my youth up:
what lack I yet?” He was anxious for a perfect conformity
to the will of God; and so anxious that he manifested his
willingness to bear reproach for it in thus coming to Jesus.
That was a long step in the direction of full consecration to
God. His heart was very nearly right; but still there was a
lack: his attitude, although he did not realize it, was not
that of entire consecration to the will of God; and in answer
to his sincere inquiry the Lord sought to show him wherein
he lacked, what was the weak spot in his character.

This he did by applying a test which instantly discovered
to him the fact that he loved self more than either God or his
neighbor; consequently that he had failed to keep the law
in those two important principles upon which hang all the
law and the prophets—viz., supreme love to God, which mani-
fests itself in singleness of purpose to do his will and please
him; and love to the neighbor as to self, which in the pres-
ent age implies self-sacrifice and daily cross-bearing in imita-
tion of Christ.

“And he was sad at that saying, and went away grieved;
for he had great possessions.” No doubt the heart of Jesus
was sad also when he saw the blight of selfishness and self-
will attacking that promising half-blown rose of character. A
crisis had come in the young man’s life which he failed to pass
successfully, and thenceforth the beauty of character so far
attained must surely decline. We hear nothing of his subse-
quent conversion, but in all probability he remained in sym-
pathy with the Jewish teachers and partook more and more
of their spirit of opposition to Christ and his teaching.

“And Jesus . . saith unto his disciples, . ... How
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hardly shall they that have riches enter into the kingdom of
God!” He had been showing the way into the kingdom—the
way, not for this young man only, but for every man who
would lay up the treasure of such a hope. Every aspirant to
the kingdom must travel this narrow way of sacrifice, and
with one motive of supreme love to God and desire to bless
his neighbor as himself. He must go, and sell all that he has
ana give to the poor, and take up his cross daily and follow
Christ. The simple significance of this to all of us is a life of
loving devotion to the good of others, along the lines of God’s
plan and prompted primarily by love to him. “Go, sell all
that thouw hast”—all thy possessions, all thy time, all thy
reputation, all that hitherto has been dear to thee; and then,
having dropped all the weights of earthly ambition, take up
thy cross and follow Christ; for the labor of love and sacrifice
for others will not bring its due reward of gratitude in this
age, but, on the contrary, it will bring ingratitude and even
persecution, as it did to our Master. But, no matter, ‘“the
servant is not above his lord:” like the apostles who followed
closely in his footsteps, we should be able to say, “Being re-
viled, we bless; being defamed, we entreat; being persecuted,
we suffer it.”

It should be considered also that to follow Christ is not
to make unwise disposition of our possessions and talents, but,
as wise and faithful stewards, to use them to the best pos-
sible advantage in his service. To feed the poor would not
necessarily mean to feed the hungry with the bread that
perisheth, but first, rather, to feed the spiritually hungry
with the bread of life. In a word, it signifies to spend self
for the highest good of others, not looking for any present re-
ward, except a sense of the Master’s approval.

The Lotd indicates that though it is very difficult for the
rich to enter into the kingdom, it is not impossible. With
men, it might seem impossible that a man could have riches
and use them conscientiously ;—be a sacrificer. Riches of any
kind—whether of money, or reputation, or friends, or anything
upon which the heart has been set, form such barriers to
the formation of truly noble characters—after God’s own heart
—that the natural man, unaided by divine grace, cannot sur-
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mount them. But, nevertheless, however insufficient we may
feel in ourselves, we need only to remember that “our suffi-
ciency is of God:” it is

“When thy weakness leaneth

On his might, all seems light.”

No matter how heavy may seem the cross, how severe the
trial, or how weak we feel in consideration of it, if we simply
and sincerely surrender ourselves to God, he will carry us
through: with him, with his grace and guidance, it is pos-
sible for the weakest and the most severely tempted and tried
to make their calling and election sure. He will infuse cour-
age into fainting souls; he will apply the balm of his consola-
tion to wounded hearts; he will grant wisdom to him that
asketh it; and he will furnish the armor of God to every true
soldier of the cross. O blessed promise! with God it is pos-
sible to enable even those tempted with the subtle influences
of riches of any kind to run the race of self-sacrifice with dili-
gence and patience to the end.

Then let the sincere inquiry of every child of God be, “\WVhat
lack I yet?’ Surely there is none so perfect that he lacks
nothing. And when in answer to our inquiring prayer the
Lord applies some test to prove our standing before him,
let us bravely determine that by his grace we will not draw
back; for it is written, “If any man draw back, my soul
shall have no pleasure in him;” and again, “No man having
put his hand to the plow and looking back is fit for the king-
dom of God.”—Heb. 10:38; Luke 9:62.

“You cannot manufacture a conscience out of expediency,
the voice of conscience says not. It is better not to do so;
but—Thou shalt not.”

“It is the crushed olive that yields the oil, the pressed
grape that gives forth the wine; and it was the smitten Rock
that gave the people water. So it is the broken, contrite heart
that is most rich in holiness and most fragrant in grace.”

“We are in hot haste to set the world right and to order
all its affairs. The Lord hath the leisure of conscious power
and unerring wisdom, and it is well for us to learn to wait.”

Vou. XVI
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THE MEMORIAL SUPPER

THE ANNIVERSARY OF OUR LORD’S DEATH

The Lord’s people, scattered abroad, who trust for salvation

in tha valna af hie rananm.cacrifican at Maluvane  will 4ala

The church at Allegheny will celebrate the Memorial as
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