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TO ALL CONGREGATTONS OF JEHOVAH' S WITNESSNS IN THE I'NIIIED STATES

Dear Brothers:

We know lhat alL of you rejoiced to see the evidence of
Jehovah/s bl-essing upon our worldwide preaching work as indicated
by the report in the 199-1 yearbook. It is, indeed, a pleasure to
see over four nil l . ion pubLishers of the good nelrs, with more than
301,000 new ones notl-vated to synbolize their dedication by
bapL isn !  - -1  Cor .  3 :5 -9 .

In the United States field, we have likewise seen Jehovah.s
blessing upon our efforts in the field ninistry this past year.
From.the.tine we adjusted our nethod of presenaing the society's
publications, f ine resuLts have been reallzed, Ms nov, clearer
to all that our preaching work should not be classLfled as a
comnercial activity in any way, Much llterature contlnues to be
put in the hands of people who express a desire to read it. on
the average, vre are conducting over a half mil l-Ion BibLe sLudie6
in households throughout our territory. It !ra6 encouraging to
see tha! 47 t234 of lhese Bible studenls were baptized in the L99O
serv lce  year ,

we look forlrard Lo Jehovah,6 continued blessing upon our
work In the ninistry. We can expect that blesslng a6 we slrive
to discern His wil l and chen qarry out our work even though
cond i t ions  ge t  nore  d i f f i cu l t .  (Eph.  5 :15-17)  Le t  us  a t1
contlnue looking prayerfully to Jehovah for direction so our
n in is t ry  w i l . l .  rena in  f ru i t fu l  and an  honor  t 'o  H in . - -ph i l  1 :9 -11 .

. The Society has received a few questions regarding our
sinplif ied l iterature distribution arrangenent. sone have also
asked for infornation concerning donations rnade for the
advancement of Kingdon interests rlrorldvJide. We are pleased to
consider these rnalters $rith you as t,re unitedLy striv; for a
fruitful rninistry.

How are the funals cgDtributedl to the EocLety.a trortatvide rfolk
u9eat?

These funds are used to care for expenses for alf facets of
the lrorld!,/ ide L'ork. These expenses lncLude the purchase of
paper, presses, and other naterials connected lrith the printino
of the publications. They include expenses involving building-
prograins such as the Watchtower Education Center at patterson,
the buildings built and renovated at the Brooklyn headquarters to
house the groving Bethel fanily there, as L'eII as the buildinq of
branch facil j-t ies throughout the world. These funds are used to
provj-de for the basic needs of our nissionaries, special
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pioneers, and traveling overseers who are busy in the preaching
work throughout the'q,orldwide field. Shipping publications ana
cassettes to all parts of the lrorld has becorne costly.
conventions nust be held in sLadiums that do not belong to the
Society, So these are a few of the h'ays these funds are used.
Thus, contributions received support the vorldr.ride work.

Are tte not 'ralonating tnLco for tho Iiteraturerr if a itonatior ia
tnaale at the tine is get l i terature anit then uhen we put donations
r€ceivetl in the field Ln the contrLbutioD boxes designated fgr
the 6ociety,s worldwiale sork?

No. Donalions that go into the contribution boxes for the
Society's v,rorldsride srork are not only rrfor the l iterature.n goth
publisbers and sincerely interested persone in the field receive
the l iterature withou! charge. when publishers rnake theLr
donations, it i6 in support of every aspect of the r,rorldlaride
srork. Publishing l iterature is just a snall part of this. That
is why r,rhen donations are rece-ived frorn Lnterested ones in the
field, we should not say that the donaglan ls 'tfor lhe
literature.rr As !a'e explain to them, those who sincerely deslre
to read our l i terature receive it without charge. Any donations
such ones glve wil l be used to care for expenses lnvolved in the
vorldwi.de !r 'ork. The sane ls lrue of donatlons made bv
publlshers,

thoulal publlshere anil ploneers fs€l obllgEled to qoDtrlbut€ to
the sooioty,s vorldlnlde l|ork €ach tlno tha! they rsc€lve
ll.terature at the tringdoD [all?

No.  As  s ta ted  in  the  Apr i l  2 | - t  l1gg | ,  le t te r  to  a1 l
congregalionB in lhe United Statesr "pubLishers may . . . rnake
their own donatlons to suppor! the v,/orLdwide work accotding to
their abiTlty and dasire, whanever they choose to do so.--2 Cor,
8 t1O-15 i  916-14. r r  Sone have chosen to  nake the i r  donat ions  a !
the tine they pick up a l iterature suppl"y. They do this because
it serves as a sonvenient reminder of their privilege and respon-
sibil i ty to support the lrorldlride work regularly. others
conlribute personall.y at the sane tine they put in the voluntary
donations received fron i.nteresled ones nel in the field
ninistry. Many have decided to nake a specifi.c donation each
lreek. Sti l l  olhers set aside an anount for the r! 'orldwide vork
each nonth, just as they do for Kingdon HalI expenses. lthenever
it is done, each one has to deternine what he or she can
personally do in support of lhe worldwide nork. Such giving
should be done in an orderly way in accord with how the giver is
prospering. (1 Cor. 16t2) When hre nake such donations, we nust
have in nind that rde are not Einply contributing to eover the
cost of producing the l iterature, but rather, ve are supportj.ng
alf facets of the rarorldwide lrork.

Do t e have to nentLoD to a householi ler our wiLlingnese to accept
a nodeat tlonation to the 6ociety,s worldvide i|ork eacb tine rle
call back on hin?
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No. The May 1990 Out Kingdon Ministry article "Use Our
Literature Wj-selyl slatedl rrln sone cases, the subject of
donations for our r,rorldwide work nay be arl'kward to discuss.r'
Good judgnent needs to be used in this regard. We lrant people to
have clearLy in rnind that ours is truly a Bible educational- rl 'ork
and not a coninercial activitv. We are not solicit inq donations.
Tt is generally good to expl;in clearly hoe, our work is supported
by voluntary donations r,rhen we init ially leave literature wj.th
interested ones. If we keep in nind that ue leave titerature
only with those r^'ho show interest. and who express a desire to
read our l i terature, then this aspect wiII generally be cared
for. Many of such interested ones take the init iative to offer
donations voluntarily on subsequent. visits. Others nay ask .how
nuch does it cost?' we can brieflv state that ours is not a
conmercial work, exptaining that wa offer our l i terature to
interested ones \rithoul charge. They can be inforrned that any
lrho desire to support the worldlride vork can make a nodest,
voluntary donation. Frorn tine to tirne as appropriate we can
bring up supporting the vorldwide work of the Society if the
person on whorn we nake the return visit does not do so.

We should keep in nlnd that even thouEh L'e offer our l i tera-
ture to inlerested oneg lrithout. charqe there are manv costs
involved in publishing and distributing our l i teratui-e. We have
confidence that God/s spirit wilL nove his servants and
interested ones in the field to nake their voluntarv donationE to
cover the6e costs and the costs of all other aspecti of lhe
worldvide vlork.

If a householi l€r gives a oonparatively generous donation, shoulal
wE be noved to glve hl[ additlonal l l tsrature?

Not neces€arily. You gan use your good judgnent in this
regard, taking into conslderatj.on the interest in reading the
literature lhat he or Ehe nanifesls, On subsequent visits
l iterature that neets a parlicular need of the householder night
be left without nentioning a donation. Of course, if the
househol-der takes the inil ialive to offer a further donat.ion,
such can be graciously accepted. We nus! keep in nind that the
donation is to support the various facets of our worldwide work,
which includes our building progran, the nissionary work, the
special pioneer work, in addition to our publishing of
l iterature.

ginqs I 'e iraDt to use our l i teraturs wisely, vhat aaljustaents
nigh! this have on our of,fgring l iterature in street witnessing?

In doj.ng street witnesssing, it is appropriate to approach
people lrith the rnagazines or publ.ications in your hand. Our groal
should be to try to have a conversation with people. In that way
we can deterrnj.ne vhether the person contacted is interested and
!,/ i l l  agree to read our rnagazines. If i t is possible to briefly
discuss one of the articles in a rnagazine that woul-d be ideal.
It would also be possible to explain how our work is done by
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volunteers and is not a conmercial business, but it is done
worl-dwide and is su;rported through vofuntary contributions. In
sone j-nstances, a publi.sher may have to walk along erith the
person while conversing about the nagaziners contents and
benef -its.

However, we should be discerning and considerate. l,Iany of
those we neet on the streets nay be in such a rush that it would
be hard for us to detect their interest. In such cases. it may
be better to simply offer a tract to whet their appetite for nore
of our l i terature when they rneet us again and can pause for a
discussion. By being consistent in doing street work at certaj.n
Iocatj.ons and times, people vri l l  get acquainted with us and !0ay
be happy to discuss natters when they have opportunity, thereby
giving us enough tirne to deternine their interest. We wanc Eo
use our l i terature nrisely. Therefore, we should endeavor to
choose the appropriate tlne !o offer l i terature. our doing so
will enable u9 to arrange to follov through on the interest and
have tlme to explain the nature of our vork.

We hope these commengs vJil l  clarify the maJor questions that
have cone up reLative to our sinpllf led l iterature distributlon
arrangenent. More wil l be sald in Our Kingdon .t4injstry ln the
nonths ahead. All of us should have ln nind paulrs rJordg at
2  Cor in th ians  9r7-14 .  lRead.  ]

Although funds received for the r,rorldwide work have
dininlshed Eorrewhat over the last year, lre are confident that
Jehovah wilL contlnue to bless these arrangerlents, As new f,ie].dg
open up in Eastern Europe and other countries of the lrorld, the
generosity of the brothers in lands where econornic condition6 rnay
be better viII provide whag iE necessary to neet the needs of
bro thers  in  the  less  a f f tuent  lands .  (2  cor ,  8 :13-15)  fnd iv idu-
ally we are being glven opportunity to support the work to the
full extent of, our capacity both in the field servlce a6 vJell as
j.n a naterlal way,

Your brolhers,

@(",#q
NOTE TO THE ELDERS! Do no! nake copies of this letter. It
shouLd be read at the first service Meeting after it is received.
Please do not put it on the infornation board. This letter
should be kept in the congregation fi le and so can be referred to
by the elders lrho lrish to discuss any natters with anyone.


